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‘Central law to tackle
crimes against health
workers not needed’

Hrishnadas Rajapgopal
BTV TVEELLETE

The MNMartiomal Task Force
{MNTF) repaort fled it the S
premee Court in the sieo rre-
e case concerming rlhwe RoG.
Far rape and murder case
has said there is no need e
enact a “separate Central
law™ to protect healthoares
professionals.

The NTF said States had
enough laws to keep health-
care professionals sate. Be-
sides, the Bharativa MNyawva
Sanhita (BMS), 2023, could
take care of heinoaes offceree
s committed against dowc-
tors and medical staff, the
reprort said. It has becn ol
served that State laws have
adeguate prowvisions to ad-
dress dav-to-day mirmor af
fences. and serimons offenc-

The Matiom:al Task
Foroe said Statcs
Ihave cmough laws to
kecp healthcare
professiomnals salfe

with the question whether
enborcermernt mechanism
under existing laws need
strengthening.

“It is nored that 24 States
hirver already enacted lLaws
to address violence amainst
healthcare professionals,
wherebvy the terms “health-
CA professional” A
‘medical professional” have
also been defined. Twawo
maore States have already
introwluced their Bills in this
regard. MMost of the State
lavrs cover minor offencoes
amcd mrescribes moanishmmenr

-
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The National Task Force (NTF) has concluded that there is no
need for a separate central law specifically to protect
healthcare professionals.

State Laws are Sufficient:

* The NTF believes that existing state laws are adequate to
safeguard healthcare professionals. They have enough
provisions to address both minor and serious offences.
Role of Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023:

* The NTF points out that the recently enacted Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), 2023, is sufficient to address
serious or heinous crimes committed against healthcare
workers.

State Laws Cover Minor Offences:

e 24 states have enacted laws that address violence
against healthcare professionals. These laws define terms
such as 'healthcare professional' and 'medical
professional,' and cover minor offences with appropriate
penalties.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSlil)-Page 1 ! India’s intervention at COP29 in Baku on climate finance:

Indla SayS Climate ﬁnance : . Ir.1dia emphasiz.ed that climate finance should not be-
. viewed as an "investment goal" by developed countries.
iS not an ‘inVGStment goal’ ! It is a one-way provision from developed to developing
; countries, as per the Paris Agreement.
o : Developed Countries’ Responsibility:
At the ongoing COP29 ne i+ India’s lead negotiator, Naresh Pal Gangwar, reiterated
Pl sl haccll ! that developed countries are responsible for providing
ivise and faciltate deve : and mobilising climate finance, as stated in the Paris
s : Agreement.
S e o et Current and Future Climate Finance Estimates:
rountries. [}

“Climate finance cannot
be changed into an invest-
ment goal when it is a un-
idirectional provision and
maobilisation goal from the
developed to the develop-
ing countries. The Paris
Agreement is clear on who
is to provide and mobilise
the climate finance - it is
the developed countries,”
said a statement by India's
lead negotiator, Naresh Pal
Gangwar, late on Thurs-
day. The statement was
formally made public by
the Union Environment

Currently, $5-6.8 trillion
worth of climate finance
until 2030 is being mooted
at Baku.

Several technical issues
are being deliberated upon
at Baku. The key moment,
however, that the hun-
dreds of negotiators are
working upon is the New
Collective Quantified Goal
on Climate Finance
(NCQG). This is an estimate
of the money that develop-
ing countries will collec-
tively require from deve
loped countries to adapt to

renewable sources without
compromising on develop-
mental needs.

The existing estimate,
agreed upon in 2009, was
to mobilise and deliver
$100 billion annually from
20202025 but was fulfilled
- not to universal agree-
ment - only in 2022, Ho
wever, in 2021, the coun-
tries collectively decided
1o increase it.

CONTINUED ON
» PAGE 8
INDIAVOICES DISSENT

At COP29, discussions are centered around the New
Collective Quantified Goal (NCQG), which estimates the
financial support developing countries need for climate
adaptation and renewable energy transition. The
previous goal of mobilising $100 billion annually was only
partially met in 2022.
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Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

An inter-State gang is in-
volved in the fraud of direct
benefit transfer of West
Bengal's Taruner Swapno
scheme where funds meant
for students for buying ta-
blets and smartphones have
been siphoned off to other
accounts, the State police

antd ns Dl dacs

0

Asper the latest
information, 93 cases
have been registered, 11
people have been
arrested and funds
meant for 1911
beneficiaries have been
transferred to other

The Hindu-Governance(GSll)-Page 4

and one from Chopra in Ut
tar Dinajpur district.

According to the police,
the funds under the Traun-
er Swapno Scheme were
transferred to 16 lakh stu-
dents, but based on the
FIRs 1,911 students have not
received funds, which is
about 0.% of the total be-
neficiaries.

[1 PP IR i K

Probe team set up o bust inter-State gang
mvolved in Taruner Swapno scheme

beneficiaries, Since most of
the arrests have been of re-
sidents of Chopra and Mal-
da, speculations are rife
that these places may have
a direct link with the scam.
The investigators have re-
fused to elaborate more on
the modus operandi but ad-
ded that Chopra and Malda
may be linked with the
fraud cartel hub.

ML o Ohoka ciosrsus s aumbls

-
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The State government’s Taruner Swapno Scheme is
aimed to bridge the digital divide among students of
West Bengal by providing financial assistance to students
to buy smartphones and tablets.

Under this scheme a one time grant of 10,000 is
transferred into the bank account of students at higher
secondary classes.

In the financial year 2024-25 the West Bengal
government has allocated about X900 crore for the
scheme. .
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Modi unveils development
projects worth 36,650 cr.
for tribal welfare in Bihar

Amarnath Tewary
PATNA

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi Lsunchoed mualtiple
development eojects
worth 26,6850 crove, mastly
tor wribal weltare and deve
lopment. during the 150th
birth anniversary oclcbra
rlons of wribal leader Bhag-
wan [irsa Munda n Bilars
Jezraui district om Friclay

Earficr on Novomber 135,
Mr. Mol had visitod Dard
hanga disivier 10 lay the
foundarion stone for an Al
India Institute of Moedical
Scicnoes (AIIMS), the s¢
cond AUMS hospial n
mihar.

"Thase whom no one
carcs about, Modi wor
ships them,” the Prime Mi
nister sand on the occasion
of jarnianve Gawxrav Dwas,
in a reference o the tribal
population

Mr. Modi s&so spent hall
an howr at o haat (nuaket)
viewing armicles mande Iy
the tribal people.

Jarmi dEstrict shares a
border with the neyghbour
ing Stare of Jharkband
where the second phase of
polling for the Assembly
edecthon IS sehechihedd b be

Fnme Mirester Nosonara Mack sy

Budtvam Munda, on Friday. A

govermment that wo could
make a woman from the
trilal commmnity, | o
o Moo, the President of
India. Nitish Kurmnar Jf |Bt
har Chict Minister] had al
so endorsaed the mowe
whodeheartedly and
backed Ms Murmu's can-
Bdature™, the Primce Minis
ter acddoed.

Coln, stamp issued

Mr. Mol said the NDA go-
vernmemt at the Centre
had enhanced the buslget
for tribal welfase “five
times", while annoancing
thuit the Birsa Munda fanje
vy (Cuaray MNiwaes weoniked

= a desoongaat of Brsa Munda,

mory of the tribal scon. Ho
nlso Tisted several develog-
ment and welare initia-
thves bedng undertaken the
tribal community

Bihar Chicf Minister Nit
Ish Kumar, Governor Ra-
jendra Vishwanath Arleker
and top state HIP leaders
wore prosent on the occa
shon

“Earlier, we had moade
mistakes bt we are not go-
Inz asywhers now... we
will remain bere INDAJ fo
rever,” asscerted) Mr. Kumar,
whose party Janata Ial
(Unitexl) had switched
loyalties from the Bjivled
NTYA by the RITH beed srnalas

NEXT
1 AS]

Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched multiple

development projects worth 6,650 crore, mostly for

tribal welfare and development, during the 150th birth

anniversary celebrations of tribal leader Bhagwan Birsa

Munda in Bihar’s Jamui district

Born in 1875 in present-day Jharkhand, Munda had

challenged British rule and is credited with mobilising

tribals against the empire. He died in British custody at a

young age of 25 years.

e Since 2021, Birsa Munda's birth anniversary is being

observed as Janjatiya Gaurav Divas to remember the
sacrifices of unsung tribal heroes.
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Imports from the UAE rose
70% in October to $7.2 billion

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

India’s imports from its
free trade agreement
partner UAE have jumped
by 70.37% year-on-year to
$7.2 hillion in October,
leaving a trade deficit of
about $3.5 billion during
that month, as per Com-
merce Ministry data.

The deficit, the diffe-
rence between imports
and exports, was $2.47 bil-
lion in September.

Cumulatively also, the
imports from the UAE dur-
ing April-October rose by
55.1% to $38.64 billion
against $24.91 billion in the
same period previous fis-
cal, while exports were up

$20.93 billion compared to
$18 billion in April-October
2023-24. Trade deficit dur-
ing the seven-month pe-
riod has widened to $17.71
billion from $6.85 billion in
the same period a year ago.

The FTA between India
and the UAE came into ef-
fect in May 2022,

Rising imports
According to the data, In-
dia’s imports from UAE
rose by 49.22% to $5.38 hil-
lion in September and
§72.7 to $6.38 billion in Au-
gust. Exports, on the other
hand, increased by 23.75%
to $2.91 billion in Septem-
ber and 3.16% to $2.84 bil-
lion in August.

In a recent meeting last

concerns over the jump in
impaorts of silver products,
platinum alloy, and dry
dates from the UAE and
urged the country to en-
sure that the rules are not
circumvented under the
Free Trade Agreement
(FTA). The Emirates has
agreed to examine con-
cerns raised by the Indian
counterparts.

The UAE is the third-lar-
gest trading partner of In-
dia with $83.65 billion bi-
lateral trade in 2023-24.

Major goods imported
from the UAE include min-
eral oil, chemicals, essen-
tial oils and perfumes, pre-
cious and semi-precious
stones, iron and steel pro-
ducts, copper, nickel and

India’s imports from the UAE surged by 70.37% year-on%

to $7.2 billion in October 2024, contributing to a trade

deficit of $3.5 billion for the month. This was a notable rise

from the $2.47 billion deficit in September.

The trade deficit for the seven-month period widened to

$17.71 billion, compared to $6.85 billion in the same period

of 2023.

Free Trade Agreement (FTA):

The India-UAE Free Trade Agreement (FTA) took effect in

May 2022, which is likely contributing to increased trade

between the two nations.

* Key imports include mineral oil, chemicals, essential oils,
perfumes, and precious stones.

* India raised concerns about rising imports of silver
products, platinum alloy, and dry dates from the UAE,
urging that the FTA’s rules not be circumvented.

Bilateral Trade:
The UAE remains India’s third-largest trading partner, with
total bilateral trade reaching $83.65 billion in 2023-24.
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As senior living sector grows in India, a
25-year-old policy set to get a refresh

AGGAMWALIA
MEW DELHI, NOYEMBER 15

THE MIMISTRY of Social Justice
and Empowerment is working on
amending the Maintenance and
Welfare of Farents and Senior
Citizens Act, 2007 and updating
the Mational Policy for Older
Persons, 1994 to promode India's
sendor care economy, including
the semior living sector.

Speaking at an event organ-
ised by the Association of Sensor
Living India (ASLI), , Secretary
Amit Yadav highlighted the need
to address challenges around
property rights and the key role of
the private sector in developing
senior lving in India.

"Right now, the ministry is
working on two areas. We had
come outwith.a palicyin 1999 on
senior citizens. Mow, we are in a
paosition where, after wide consul-
tations with stakeholders, the
new policy s in the makang ewill
give us a direction for the next 25

velopers, and operators. In thedr
current form, both policy and leg-
islation deal primarily with old
age homes supported by state or
local governments. However, the
senior [fving market now encom-
passes a much broader array of
players, services, Lunit types, and a
new dynamic between buyers,
developers, and operators.

60% of the market
concentrated in South
The shareof citizens aged 60-
plus is set to increase from 157
milion in 2024( 11 per cent of -
tal population) to 260 million in
2040 ( 16 per cent) and 346 mil-
liom in 2050 (21 per cent). “The
challenge is the grwing numbers.
[The government) has to work
with the private sector... The
other thing is the ferinization [of
senior population), as people
above 60 are mone women and
widdmars than men because the life
expectancy for women is much
higher than for men,” Yadav said.
Since 2022, senior living

Ciowai Care, account for 81 per cent
of India’s total senior lving imen-
tory. Moreover, 81 per cent of
launched units are priced be-
tween Rs 5ilakh toRs 1 oore and
86 per centare sized between 500
to 1500 square feet. The demand
fior senior living units is set to
touch 2.3 million wnits by 2030
compared to 1.6 milllon units in
2024

“By 2050, one in every five
Indians wall be a sendoc. That rep-
resents about 70 per cent of the
world's population of seniors. [t's
avery large and staggening num-
ber. Life expectancy has gone up
inIndia, fortunately, but so hasthe
disease burden. As you grovrolder,
there are fiour s-instability, im-
miohility, impairment and incon-
tinence,” Rajit Mehta, ASL
Chairman and CEQ of Antara
Sendor Living said.

Mehtaadded that post-Covid,
seniors are increasingly seeking
an active lifestyle and have also
becomevery digitally sy, “They
also want people to curate serv-

deals with issues of social justice,
health, housing, and infrastruc-
ture. He added that.a taskdorce can
allsn be creabed to study best prac-
tices followed in countries like
Japan and Switzerland, where
seniar care is very developed.

Mehta also suggested that
when master planning i done for
cities, land shouldbe demarcated
separately for senior living so that
allocation is easier and costs mione
manageable. Anticipating rapid
expansion in thesenior living seg-
ment, policymakers and regula-
tors are moving quickly. In
Febvuary, the govermment's apex
think tank NIT Aayog rebeased a
report recommending reforms,
including accreditation for semior
care faalities and a single window
approval to fast-tradk projects. The
latter recommendation is espe-
dally crucial, grven the time-sen-
sitive needs of sensor buyers and
the real estaite secior's reputation
for long delays in handing over
POssession.

Moreowver, in March, the social

NEXT
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The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment is
amending the Maintenance and Welfare of Parents and
Senior Citizens Act, 2007, and updating the National Policy
for Older Persons, 1999, to enhance India's senior care
economy, including the senior living sector. Key points
include:

Amendments: Both the 1999 policy and the 2007 act are
being updated to address current challenges and promote
private sector involvement in senior living.

Growth: The senior population in India is projected to
increase significantly, with the senior living market seeing a
rise in launches, especially in South India.

Private Sector Role: Emphasis on property rights and the
necessity of private sector involvement in developing senior
living facilities.
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Prime Minigter's Office

Prime Miniser pays homage to St Jawaharial Nefru on his birh anniversary

Pasted On: 14 NOV 2024 8:224M by P8 Def
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The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi today paid homage
to former Prime Minister, Shri Jawaharlal Nehru on his birth
anniversary.

* Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, born on November 14, 1889, in
Allahabad, was a central figure in India’s struggle for
independence.

* Educated in England, he joined the freedom movement
upon returning to India in 1912, inspired by global anti-
colonial movements and Mahatma Gandhi.

* Nehru became a key leader in the Non-Cooperation
Movement, was imprisoned multiple times, and
advocated for complete independence during the 1929
Lahore Congress.

* He played a crucial role in movements like the Salt
Satyagraha and Quit India resolution. Nehru served as
President of the Indian National Congress and supported
the Indian National Army. He became India's first Prime
Minister after independence.



-
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PIB-Science and Tech(GSlIl) * Professor Abhay Karandikar, Secretary of the Department
of Science and Technology (DST), launched Operation
Dronagiri, a pilot project under the National Geospatial
Policy 2022, to demonstrate the applications of
geospatial technologies in improving citizens' quality of
life and business ease. The launch took place at the
Foundation for Innovation and Technology Transfer
(FITT), IT Delhi.

Key Highlights:

First Phase: Implemented in Uttar Pradesh, Haryana,
Assam, Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra, focusing on
Agriculture, Livelihoods, Logistics, and Transport.
Support: Integrated Geospatial Data Sharing Interface
(GDI) unveiled to facilitate data sharing for urban

planning, disaster management, and more.

Wity ofScence B Technolagy

Cperation Dronagin faunched along it GDI merking a miestone i the Natona
Geospatal Poley

Posted O: 14OV 2024 £ 120M by PB Deh
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Air-Culture(GSl) Bali Jatra (Voyage to Bali) celebrates Odisha's rich maritime

history and India's ancient connections with Southeast Asia
and the wider Indo-Pacific.

It honors the long-standing maritime journeys made by
Indian seafarers over thousands of years, strengthening
cultural and civilizational links between India and these
regions.

Bali Jatra Begins In Odisha To Celebrate Ancient Sea-Trading
History

N - ‘
B v »
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Measles Cases Surge Worldwide, Infecting 10.3 Million
People In 2023: WHO

World Health
Organization

NEXT
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The World Health Organization has reported a significant
surge in measles cases worldwide in 2023. According to a
newly released report by the WHO, 10.3 million cases of
measles were reported globally last year, an increase of
20 percent from 2022..

Measles is a highly contagious disease caused by a virus.
It spreads easily when an infected person breathes,
coughs or sneezes. It can cause severe disease,
complications, and even death.

Measles can affect anyone but is most common in
children.

Measles infects the respiratory tract and then spreads
throughout the body. Symptoms include a high fever,
cough, runny nose and a rash all over the body.

Being vaccinated is the best way to prevent getting sick
with measles or spreading it to other people. The vaccine
is safe and helps your body fight off the virus.




