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Indian Express-Science  and Tech(GSIII)-Page 7 • The Indian National Space Promotion and Authorization 
Center (IN-SPACe) is exploring ways to allow private 
players to enter the ground segment of the space sector, 
focusing on ground stations, which are essential for 
satellite communication. 

• The ground station-as-a-service (GSaaS) model, offering 
services like satellite control, telemetry, tracking, and 
space situational awareness, is expected to grow 30% by 
2033, from $0.14 billion to $2.5 billion. This aligns with 
India's goal to increase its global commercial space 
market share from 2% to 8% by 2033.

• GSaaS sector is projected to grow from $0.14 billion to 
$2.5 billion by 2033, aligning with India's goal to increase 
its share in the global commercial space market.

• Benefits: Shared ground stations offer cost benefits, 
resource optimization, enhanced service coverage, and 
collaborative innovation.

• Challenges: Regulatory clarity, high setup costs, licensing, 
spectrum issues, and onboarding satellite operators.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY

https://epaper.thehindu.com/ccidist-
ws/th/th_delhi/issues/108339/OPS/GQJDK3QE7.1+GB7DK3QM
4.1.html



Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 8 • India and Australia have agreed on a renewable energy 
partnership and are working towards a comprehensive 
economic cooperation agreement. This was announced 
during a meeting between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Australian Prime Minister Anthony Albanese at 
the G20 Summit in Brazil.

• Key Points:
• Renewable Energy Partnership (REP): Focus on solar 

energy, green hydrogen, energy storage, and related 
investments.

• Defence and Security: Strengthening ties and 
enhancing cooperation in the Indo-Pacific region.

• Economic Cooperation: Building on the Economic 
Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) signed in 
2022, with a 40% increase in mutual trade over the 
last two years.

• Comprehensive Economic Cooperation Agreement 
(CECA): Aiming for an ambitious and mutually 
beneficial agreement

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 8 • India and Guyana signed 10 agreements to enhance 
bilateral cooperation in key sectors including 
hydrocarbons, digital payment systems, pharmaceuticals, 
defence, and agriculture. The agreements were finalized 
after talks between Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and Guyanese President Mohamed Irfaan Ali.

• Notable agreements include the deployment of India's 
Unified Payments Interface (UPI) in Guyana, 
contributions to Guyana’s military capacity through 
training and scholarships, and the provision of Dornier 
aircraft. The two countries also agreed to expand 
agricultural cooperation, with India supplying millet 
seeds to enhance food security in Guyana. Additionally, 
India will establish a Jan Ausadhi Kendra in Guyana to 
support affordable medicines.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-IR(GSII)
• The 2nd India-Japan Joint Service Staff Talks (JSST) 

concluded on November 20, 2024, in New Delhi, 
emphasizing enhanced cooperation in space and cyber 
technologies as key components of their evolving 
defence partnership. The talks, co-chaired by Air Vice 
Marshal Prashant Mohan of India and Major General 
Minamikawa Nobutaka of Japan, focused on 
strengthening existing defence engagements and 
exploring new areas of collaboration. Both nations 
highlighted the importance of their partnership in 
addressing security challenges and ensuring peace in the 
Indo-Pacific region.

• The JSST serves as a platform for high-level operational 
discussions, fostering closer ties between the Indian and 
Japanese armed forces. The meeting reinforced their 
long-term strategic partnership, underpinned by mutual 
trust, respect, and shared values, with both sides 
committing to regular future discussions.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB- Governance(GSII) 
The Hon'ble Minister of Jal Shakti, Shri C.R. Paatil digitally 
launched the newly developed “Bhu-Neer” portal on 19th 
September 2024 during the concluding ceremony of India 
Water Week 2024. The “Bhu-Neer” is an advanced portal 
developed by Central Ground Water Authority (CGWA), 
under the Ministry of Jal Shakti, in collaboration with the 
National Informatics Centre (NIC), for improved 
groundwater regulation across the country. This portal will 
serve as a one-stop platform for managing and regulating 
groundwater resources, aimed at ensuring transparency, 
efficiency, and sustainability in groundwater usage.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB- Science and Tech(GSIII) • Union Minister Dr. Jitendra Singh launched 
"Nafithromycin," India’s first indigenous antibiotic 
developed to combat antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

• Treats Community-Acquired Bacterial Pneumonia (CABP), 
particularly effective against drug-resistant bacteria.
Efficacy: Ten times more effective than current 
antibiotics like azithromycin; targets both typical and 
atypical pathogens.
Development: Result of 14 years of research and ₹500 
crores investment, with clinical trials in the U.S., Europe, 
and India.
Approval: Awaiting final approval from the Central Drugs 
Standard Control Organization (CDSCO).

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air- GS3(Defence) • Project Veer Gatha 4.0 saw participation from over 1.76 
crore school students across all 36 States and Union 
Territories. They created poems, paintings, essays, and 
videos to honour the bravery and sacrifice of Armed 
Forces personnel.

• Purpose:
• Established in 2021, the project aims to spread inspiring 

stories of valour and selfless sacrifice by Gallantry 
Awardees.

• It provides a platform for students to engage in creative 
projects based on these heroic deeds.

.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu- GS2(Governance)-Page 8 • the Union Cabinet, chaired by Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, approved the PM Vidyalaxmi scheme, providing 
collateral-free, guarantor-free loans for meritorious 
students pursuing higher education. The scheme covers 
students admitted to 860 institutions ranked by the 
National Institutional Ranking Framework (NIRF).
Scheme Details:

• Eligibility: 22 lakh students, with a focus on those from 
families with an annual income up to ₹8 lakh.

• Benefits: 3% interest subvention on loans up to ₹10 lakh 
during the moratorium period for one lakh students 
annually.

• Preference: Given to students in government institutions 
opting for technical or professional courses.
Comparison to Past Schemes:
Broader Coverage: Includes middle-income families, 
irrespective of caste.
Eligible Institutions: Only NIRF-ranked institutions, 
significantly reducing the number compared to previous 
schemes.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 12 • The UNICEF State of the World’s Children 2024 (SOWC-
2024) report highlights the severe impact of climate and 
environmental crises on nearly one billion children living 
in high-risk countries

• Key Points:
• Climate and Environmental Hazards: Climate 

destabilization, biodiversity collapse, and pollution 
are worsening. Children's developing bodies are 
particularly vulnerable to these threats, with air 
pollution, rising temperatures, and extreme 
weather posing significant health risks.

• Impact on Health and Education: Increased disease 
spread, waterborne illnesses, food insecurity, and 
mental health issues. School closures due to 
extreme weather have affected 400 million students 
since 2022. 

• Regional Shifts: By 2050, the global child population 
will stabilize at 2.3 billion, with significant growth in 
South Asia, eastern and southern Africa, and 
western and Central Africa. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


