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• Climate talks in Baku, Azerbaijan, have been extended 

after developing countries rejected the latest draft 
agreement over insufficient climate finance 
commitments. Developed nations offered just $250 
billion annually by 2035, far below the $700 billion 
needed by 2030 to support developing countries.

• The offer lacked guarantees of affordable terms, leading 
to criticism from several countries and civil society. While 
closed-door negotiations continue, the European Union 
and other donor countries have opposed the demand for 
a trillion dollars per year. The draft calls for scaling up 
financing to $1.3 trillion annually by 2035, with 
developed countries contributing $250 billion per year.

.
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The Hindu-Science and Tech(GSIII)-Page 6 • A study from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) 
published in Biophysical Journal explores how cancer 
cells adapt their movement based on their environment. 
The research focuses on two types of ovarian cancer 
cells: OVCAR-3 (polygonal shape) and SK-OV-3 (elongated 
shape). The researchers found that cancer cells' 
migration patterns are influenced by the physical 
properties of the surface they move on, such as stiffness.

• On soft surfaces, mimicking healthy tissue, both cell 
types moved slowly and randomly. However, on stiffer 
surfaces, which resemble scarred tissue around tumors, 
the cells became more deformable and exhibited 
different movement patterns. Surprisingly, OVCAR-3 
cells, which are typically more rigid, were more 
migratory than SK-OV-3 cells on stiffer surfaces. 
Additionally, OVCAR-3 cells exhibited a unique "slip" 
movement pattern on stiff surfaces, where their 
movement did not align with their cell shape
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 10 • Chief Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna on Friday said the 
idea of ‘socialism’ in India primarily meant a welfare 
state that provides equality of opportunity for all, and 
not a dictatorial dogma rammed down on citizens.

• Heading a Bench comprising Justice Sanjay Kumar, the 
Chief Justice of India reasoned that the concept of 
socialism in India did not negate the participation of 
private players or negate individualism.

• The Supreme Court was hearing a batch of petitions, one 
of them by BJP leader Subramanian Swamy, challenging 
the inclusion of the words ‘socialist, secular’ in the 
Preamble of the Constitution in 1976 with retrospective 
application. The petitioners have challenged the validity 
of Section 2 of the Constitution 42nd Amendment Act of 
1976, and particularly the change in the Preamble. One 
of the petitioners argued that the dogma of socialism 
cannot prevail over other ideas, and it was wrong to 
force upon the nation one particular economic theory.
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• The World Bank's "Jobs at Your Doorsteps" skill gap study 

highlights significant opportunities for school-based 
skilling in the service sector and agriculture income 
enhancement across several Indian states. Released by 
Union Ministers Dharmendra Pradhan and Mansukh 
Mandaviya, the study identifies 14 high-demand sectors 
and trades for school-to-work transitions.
Key Findings:

• Agriculture: Opportunities in horticulture, dairy farming, 
livestock health, and aquaculture. Potential for income 
enhancement and entrepreneurship.
Manufacturing: Medium-level opportunities in MSMEs 
and large industries, requiring multi-skill exposure and 
proper certification.
Service Sectors: Large opportunities in retail, IT, and 
banking, with a focus on multi-skills and knowledge.

.
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• The Centre has introduced telecom cybersecurity rules to 

protect India's communication networks. Key provisions 
include:

• Telecom companies must appoint a Chief 
Telecommunication Security Officer and report security 
incidents within six hours.

• Within 24 hours, they must provide details on affected 
users, service disruptions, and remedial actions.

• The government can request traffic data (excluding 
message content) from telecom entities for cybersecurity 
purposes.

• Manufacturers of equipment with an IMEI number must 
register the equipment with the government before its 
first sale in India.

.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)
• A Niti Aayog report suggests that India should include 

coking coal in the list of critical minerals to boost 
domestic production and reduce import dependence, 
which stands at about 85%. The report, "Enhancing 
Domestic Coking Coal Availability to Reduce the import 
of Coking Coal", highlights the importance of coking coal 
for steel production, which constitutes approximately 
42% of the cost of steel, a crucial commodity for 
infrastructure and job creation.

• The report emphasizes the need to utilize India's 16.5 
billion tonnes of medium coking coal reserves, especially 
considering the country's net zero commitment by 2070. 
The European Union has already classified coking coal as 
a critical raw material. Integrated Steel Plants (ISPs) in 
India imported 58 million tonnes of coking coal at a cost 
of Rs 1.5 lakh crore in FY 2023-24, despite significant 
domestic reserves. The report calls for special 
dispensation to enhance domestic production for coking 
coal security in India's steel sector.
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The Hindu-Health(GSII)
• The World Health Organisation said it had decided to 

keep its alert for the Mpox epidemic at the highest level, 
as the number of cases and countries affected rises.

• “The decision was based on the rising number and 
continuing geographic spread of cases, and the need to 
mount a cohesive response,” it said in a statement.

• Mpox, previously known as monkeypox, is caused by 
virus, and causes fever, muscular aches and large boil-like 
skin lesions, which can be deadly.

.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page 17 • Argentina's far-right President Javier Milei is considering 
withdrawing from the Paris Agreement, which aims to 
limit global warming and reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. The speculation arose after Milei's
government directed its negotiators to leave the COP29 
climate summit. The Paris Agreement, adopted in 2015, 
sets a goal to limit global warming to well below 2°C, 
ideally 1.5°C. Countries must regularly update their 
climate plans to reflect increased ambition.

• To withdraw, a country must submit formal notice to the 
UN, with the exit taking effect one year later. Argentina’s 
government has expressed concerns about aspects of 
the agreement, although it acknowledges climate change
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Air-Economy(GSIII)
• Reserve Bank of India and the Maldives Monetary 

Authority (MMA) have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) to establish a framework for 
promoting the use of local currencies Indian Rupee and 
Maldivian Rufiyaa in cross-border transactions. The MoU
was signed by RBI Governor Shaktikanta Das and MMA 
Governor Ahmed Munawar in Mumbai yesterday.

• The MoU encourages the use of Indian Rupee (INR) and 
Maldivian Rufiyaa (MVR) in current account transactions, 
permissible capital account transactions, and any other 
economic or financial transactions agreed upon by both 
countries. This framework will allow exporters and 
importers to invoice and settle payments in their 
respective domestic currencies, facilitating the 
development of trading in the INR-MVR pair in the 
foreign exchange market.
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