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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page1
• During the Global Plastics Treaty negotiations in Busan, 

India proposed that developing countries would comply 
with "control measures" on plastic if compensated for 
related costs. Echoing principles from climate change 
negotiations, India emphasized the need for technology 
transfer from developed to developing nations, 
respecting national circumstances. 

• India suggested creating a dedicated multilateral fund 
with additional contributions distinct from other 
financial transfers. This fund would support the transfer 
of technology to achieve sustainable plastic production 
and consumption. Key terms like "control measures" and 
"costs" remain undefined. The negotiations, involving 
around 170 countries, aim to address these issues and 
will conclude on December 1.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page1 • Union Women and Child Development Minister 
Annapurna Devi announced that child marriages in India 
have halved from 47.4% to 23.3% between 2006 and 
2019-21, following the Prevention of Child Marriage Act. 
In the past year, around two lakh child marriages were 
prevented, though one in five girls in India is still married 
before 18.

• The 'Bal Vivah Mukt Bharat Abhiyan' campaign aims to 
reduce child marriage rates below 5% by 2029, focusing 
on seven states with high child marriage rates and nearly 
300 high-burden districts. The campaign includes 
launching the 'Child Marriage Free Bharat' portal to raise 
awareness, report cases, and monitor progress. The 
initiative emphasizes the importance of awareness and 
active citizen participation in ending child marriages in 
India.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII) –Page4
• The Supreme Court ruled that religious conversion 

without genuine belief, primarily aimed at securing 
reservation benefits, undermines the reservation policy 
and amounts to a fraud on the Constitution. The case 
involved a woman from Puducherry who, born a 
Christian, sought a Scheduled Caste certificate after 
claiming to have converted to Hinduism. The court found 
her conversion to be motivated by the desire for 
government employment under the Scheduled Caste 
quota, with no evidence of genuine religious belief or 
practices.

• The court emphasized that conversion should be driven 
by sincere belief in the principles of the new religion, not 
for gaining benefits. It canceled the woman's Scheduled 
Caste certificate and stated that such conversions 
undermine the social ethos of the reservation system.

• .
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The Hindu-Governance-Page10 • MGNREGA Overview: Legal right to 100 days of work per 
year per rural household; requires a unique job card for 
each household.

• Deletion Procedure: Deletions can occur if a household 
migrates, job card is a duplicate, or issued with forged 
documents.

• Due process requires verification, documentation, and 
updates in the MGNREGA Management Information 
System (MIS).

• Surge in Deletions: Significant increase from 1.49 crore in 
2021-22 to 5.53 crore in 2022-23.

• Coincided with making Aadhaar-based payment systems 
(ABPS) mandatory.

• Main reason for deletions was "not willing to work," 
which accounted for 71% of deletions.

• Concerns and Recommendations:
• Unverified deletions and lack of adherence to due 

process.
• Importance of independent audits, regular reviews, 

involving gram sabhas, and efficient grievance redress 
systems.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 16 • Israel and Lebanon agreed to a ceasefire on November 
27, 2024, following Israel’s security cabinet’s approval of 
a US-backed proposal to end the 13-month-long conflict.
US President Biden's Announcement: President Joe 
Biden confirmed the ceasefire after speaking with Israeli 
Prime Minister Netanyahu and Lebanese caretaker Prime 
Minister Mikati, with fighting to cease at 4 a.m. local 
time.

• Objective of the Ceasefire: The ceasefire aims to be 
permanent, with a focus on preventing Hezbollah and 
other militant groups from threatening Israel’s security.
Resolution 1701: The ceasefire proposal is based on UN 
Security Council Resolution 1701 (2006), which sought to 
end hostilities between Israel and Hezbollah, establish a 
buffer zone, and create a permanent ceasefire.
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PIB-IR(GS2) • India has improved its position by eleven slots and is now 
placed at 49th rank as per the Network Readiness Index 
2024 (NRI 2024) report released on 21st November 2024, 
as against 60th rank scored in the NRI 2023 report. In its 
latest version of 2024, the Report maps the network-
based readiness landscape of 133 economies based on 
their performances in four different pillars: Technology, 
People, Governance, and Impact, covering a total of 54 
variables. The report has been published by the 
Portulans Institute, an independent non-profit research 
and educational institute based in Washington DC.

• India has not only improved its ranking, but also 
improved its score from 49.93 in 2023 to 53.63 in 2024. It 
is noteworthy that India leads in several indicators. The 
report states that India secured 1st rank in ‘AI scientific 
publications’, ‘AI talent concentration’ and ‘ICT services 
exports’, 2nd rank in ‘FTTH/Building Internet 
subscriptions’, ‘Mobile broadband internet traffic within 
the country’ and ‘International Internet bandwidth’, 
3rd rank in ‘Domestic market scale’ and 4th rank in ‘annual 
investment in telecommunication services.
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PIB-Defense(GS3) • The 11th edition of Indian Coast Guard’s National 
Maritime Search and Rescue Exercise & Workshop 
(SAREX-24) will be conducted under the aegis of National 
Maritime Search and Rescue Board in Kochi, Kerala on 
November 28-29, 2024. The event will be inaugurated by 
Defence Secretary Shri Rajesh Kumar Singh. 

• Indian Coast Guard (ICG) Director General S Paramesh, 
who is also the National Maritime Search and Rescue 
Coordinating Authority, will be among the dignitaries 
attending the event.

• The theme will be ‘Enhancing Search and Rescue 
capabilities through Regional collaboration’. It signifies 
ICG’s commitment to provide succor during large-scale 
contingencies regardless of location, nationality or 
circumstances in the Indian Search & Rescue Region and 
beyond.
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Air-IR(GSII) • External Affairs Minister Dr. S. Jaishankar attended the 
Outreach Session of the G7 Foreign Ministers’ Meeting 
with Indo-Pacific partners in Fiuggi, Italy yesterday. The 
Minister said that the Indo-Pacific region is experiencing 
significant changes including new convergences and 
partnerships as well as anxieties, and frictions.

• The Minister also informed that the evolution of Quad 
has been a notable development and the Indo-Pacific 
landscape creates a compelling argument for a wider 
collaborative approach.

• Dr. Jaishankar stressed on six key responsibilities 
required in the Indo-Pacific region including 
collaborations in maritime, semiconductors and supply 
chains, and resources to avoid unsustainable debt. He 
said that increased capacities in governance, health, and 
technology as well as respect for international law are 
essential for the development of Indo-Pacific region.

.
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