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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page1 • Delhi Chief Minister Atishi on Thursday said her 
government is “in-principle” ready for the 
implementation of the Centre’s flagship health insurance 
scheme — Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY) — in the Capital.

• The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY), launched on September 23, 2018, is a key 
initiative for achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC) 
in India. It is part of the broader Ayushman Bharat 
program, introduced under the National Health Policy 
2017. 

• The scheme targets over 12 crore families, covering 
around 55 crore individuals, with a focus on the poorest 
40% of the population as identified by the Socio-
Economic Caste Census 2011. PM-JAY provides health 
coverage of up to ₹5 lakh per family annually for 
secondary and tertiary care hospitalization, making it the 
world's largest health assurance scheme. The scheme 
aims to provide healthcare to the most vulnerable 
sections of society.
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The Hindu-Defense(GSIII) –Page16
• India successfully tested the nuclear-capable K4 ballistic 

missile, with a range of around 3,500 km, from the 
nuclear-powered submarine INS Arighaat in the Bay of 
Bengal. 

• This marks a significant boost to India's nuclear 
deterrence and strategic capabilities, making it one of 
the few nations capable of launching nuclear missiles 
from land, air, and sea. The test, conducted off the coast 
of Visakhapatnam, was the first submarine-launched 
ballistic missile (SLBM) test from a submarine

.
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The Hindu-Economy • The Centre has approved interest-free loans worth 
₹3,295 crore to develop tourism sites and infrastructure 
across 23 states.

• Forty new projects have been identified, including 
lesser-known destinations like Bateshwar (Uttar 
Pradesh), Ponda (Goa), Gandikota (Andhra Pradesh), and 
Porbandar (Gujarat). The loans are interest-free for 50 
years, aimed at developing iconic tourist centres, 
branding, and marketing them globally. This initiative 
aims to boost the local economy and create employment 
through sustainable tourism projects. States have two 
years to complete these projects.

.
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 8 • The collegium system emerged from years of friction 
between the judiciary and the executive, involving court-
packing, mass transfer of judges, and supersessions.
Three Judges Cases:
First Judges Case: Consultation with the Chief Justice of 
India (CJI) should be "full and effective."
Second Judges Case: Introduced the collegium system in 
1993; CJI must consult the two senior-most judges for 
judicial appointments.
Third Judges Case: Expanded the collegium to include 
the CJI and four senior-most judges.
The collegium of the CJI and four senior-most Supreme 
Court judges recommends appointments to the apex 
court and High Courts.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)-Page 10 • A study led by Yuming Guo from Monash University 
highlights the severe health risks from wildfires, 
particularly due to PM2.5 emissions. Key points include:
Globally, over 1.53 million deaths could be attributed to 
landscape fire incidents.

• In 2018, there were 221 direct deaths from landscape 
fires, but pollution from these fires causes far more 
health issues.

• At least 90% of PM2.5 emissions from landscape fires are 
due to wildfires, and this is likely to increase with climate 
change.

• The study reports around 450,000 annual deaths from 
cardiovascular disease and 220,000 from respiratory 
disease due to fire pollution.
It emphasizes geographic and socio-economic 
differences in mortality and an increasing trend of 
cardiovascular deaths linked to fire pollution.
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Air-Environment(GS3) • The PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojana is a Central 
government initiative aimed at providing free electricity 
to one crore households in India that install rooftop solar 
systems. 

• Eligible households will receive 300 units of free 
electricity every month. Approved by the Union Cabinet 
in February with an outlay of Rs. 75,021 crore, the 
scheme offers a subsidy on solar units: 60% for systems 
up to 2 kW and 40% for systems between 2 to 3 kW, 
capped at 3 kW. The subsidy can amount to Rs. 30,000 
for 1 kW systems, Rs. 60,000 for 2 kW, and Rs. 78,000 for 
3 kW systems.

.
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Air-IR(GS2) The fourth meeting of the Working Group on Military 
Cooperation under the India – Russia Inter-Governmental 
Commission on Military and Military-Technical Cooperation, 
concluded successfully in Moscow Russia.
Defence Ministry said, the meeting marked a significant 
milestone in advancing the long-standing Strategic 
Partnership between the two countries.
The Working Group emphasised the importance of 
continued knowledge-sharing and collaboration in areas of 
strategic interest. It also agreed upon expanding joint 
exercises to further solidifying the operational synergy 
between the two forces.
The Declaration on the India-Russia Strategic Partnership 
was signed in 2000, which was elevated to the level of 
Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership in 2010.
The Working Group, a crucial forum for India-Russia defence
cooperation, provides a platform to assess existing military 
engagements and identified new areas for collaboration to 
address evolving security challenges.
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Air-Economy(GSIII) • The Asian Development Bank (ADB) Board of Governors 
has unanimously elected Masato Kanda as its 11th 
President. Kanda, currently serving as Special Advisor to 
Japan’s Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, will 
assume office in February next year, succeeding 
Masatsugu Asakawa.

• He will complete the remaining term of Asakawa, which 
ends in November 2026. Established in 1966 and 
headquartered in Manila, Philippines, ADB has grown 
from 31 members to 68, working to promote social and 
economic development in Asia through its network of 31 
field offices.
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