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The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

% elhi Chief Minister
‘ l) Atishi on Thursday
3 said her govern-

mentis “in-principle” rea-
|y for the implementation
lof the Centre’s flagship
{health insurance scheme -
|Ayushman Bharat Pradhan
{Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
|(PMJAY) - inthe Capita.

| However, the CM said
|they are exploring the pos
{sibility of running it con
jcurrently with the free
|treatment facility being
h)m»idt‘d by them at the
Delhi government hospi
{tals as the €5Jakh annual
health cover being offered
iundcr the plan leaves a
|farge number of needy pa-

Chief Minister Atshi addressing reporters during a press conference
at the Delhi Secretariat on Thursday. SHASHI SHEKHAR kASHYAP

anyone to not get free
treatment, So, we have gi
ven directions to the
Health Department to
come up with a solution
for that,” the Chief Minister
told reporters,

High  Court ~ expressed
shock at the Delhi govern:
ment for not accepting
healthcare funds from the
Centre under the pro-
gramme despite “lacking
money" for the city's

servation while hearing a
public interest litigation
(PIL) filed by the city's se-
ven BJP Lok Sabha MPs,
who sought the implemen-
tation of the plan in the
Capital while asserting that
its non-execution is forcing
the poor to borrow or sell
their assets to deal with
medical emergencies.

Court hearing on Dec. 11
The High Court on Thurs
day sought a response
from the Delhi government
over the non-mplementa
tion of the scheme, which
offers an annual health
coverage of TS lakh per fa
mily. A beneficiary can
aval of medical treatment
atany empanelled hospital
in the country under the

December 11,

Delhi's ruling Aam Aad-
mi Party has so far main-
tained that there is no need
to fmplement the Central
plan in the Capital as they
are already providing free
treatment without any cap
onexpenditure,

“If you have a fridge,
twowheeler, or a pucca
house, then you cannot
avail of insurance benefit
under the Ayushman Bha
rat scheme, Also, there is a
cap of T lakh per family
per year. o, if one mem
ber of a family falls ill and
needs 10 lakh for treat
ment, then he will have to
pay 15 lakh from his own
pocket," Ms. Atishi said.

BIP signature campaign

Ready in principle to execute Centre’s
Ayushman Bharat scheme, says Atishi

Dl Chief Minister says exploring the possibility of running it alongside their free treatment facility extended to city residents; Bidhuri promises
scheme roll-out by BIP ift wins the Assembly elections Delhi High Court seeks response from AAP govt. over programme’ non-mplementation

Singh Bidhuri announced a
signature campaign from
December 1to7to push for
the implementation of the
scheme in Delhi,

He said the BJP will im-
plement the programme in
the Capital if it comes to
power in the Delhi As
sembly poll due in Febru-
ary next year.

Demanding the imple:
mentation of the Central
plan, North West Delhi MP
Yogender Chandoliya al-
leged that the hospitals run
by the Delhi government
lack proper diagnostic fa-
cilities, “In my constituen:
¢y, the four hospitals being
run by the Delhi govern-
ment neither have enough
doctors nor specialised fa
cilities while cases of coun-

Delhi Chief Minister Atishi on Thursday said her
government is “in-principle” ready for the
implementation of the Centre’s flagship health insurance
scheme — Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya
Yojana (PM-JAY) — in the Capital.

The Ayushman Bharat Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana
(PM-JAY), launched on September 23, 2018, is a key
initiative for achieving Universal Health Coverage (UHC)
in India. It is part of the broader Ayushman Bharat
program, introduced under the National Health Policy
2017.

The scheme targets over 12 crore families, covering
around 55 crore individuals, with a focus on the poorest
40% of the population as identified by the Socio-
Economic Caste Census 2011. PM-JAY provides health
coverage of up to X5 lakh per family annually for
secondary and tertiary care hospitalization, making it the
world's largest health assurance scheme. The scheme
aims to provide healthcare to the most vulnerable
sections of society.
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* India successfully tested the nuclear-capable K4 ballistic
missile, with a range of around 3,500 km, from the
nuclear-powered submarine INS Arighaat in the Bay of
Bengal.

* This marks a significant boost to India's nuclear
deterrence and strategic capabilities, making it one of
the few nations capable of launching nuclear missiles
from land, air, and sea. The test, conducted off the coast
of Visakhapatnam, was the first submarine-launched
ballistic missile (SLBM) test from a submarine

India tests ballistic missile with
a range of around 3,500 km

India has tested a nuclear-capable ballistic
missile with a range of around 3,500 km from a
nuclear-powered submarine in the Bay of Bengal,
in a major boost to its nuclear deterrence and
strategic capabilities, sources said on Thursday.
With this, India became part of a small group of
nations having the capability to fire a nuclear
missile from land, air and undersea. The K4
missile was tested from INS Arighaat off the coast
of Visakhapatnam on Wednesday, the sources
said. It was the first test of the submarine-

launched ballistic missile (SLBM) from a
snthmarine. the sonrces said. =«
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Union gov, clearsscheme for tourism ites in 23 Sates

Sreeparna Chakrabarty
NEW DELH

The Centte has approved
interestree Joans worth
{3,295 crore to States for
the development of tot:
rism sites and infrastruc
e,

As part thisnitaive, 40
New projects have been

Identified across 25 States,
Union Tourism Minister
(ajendra Singh Shekhawat
said on Thursday.
Through this initiatve
the Union Tourism Minis
fry has aso encouraged
States o develop lesser
fnown tourist  desting-
fions,including Bteshwar
in Utar Pradesh, Ponda in

Goa, Gandkota in Andhea
Pradesh and Porbandar in
Gljarat,

The loans were cleared
by the Union Finance M
nistry earer this week. As
per the directves of the
Department of Expend:
ture, the Minisry of Tou-
11 has issued operation-
al guidelines for Specia

Assstance to States for
(apital Investment (SASC)
for development of iconic
fourist cenfres,

‘Iterest free loans'

The aim of this scheme fs
{0 infuselongderm inerest
fee loans for a period of
0 years o States for com-
eehensively - developing

Iconi touris cenres the
country 2 well as brand:
ing and marketing them a
alobal scale

“By infusing capital in-
vestment in the form of
project, the scheme furth
er envisages the growth of
the localeconomy and the
creation of employment
apportunites through s

tainable tourism projects,”
Mr. Shekhawat sad at an
Interaction.

The projects were fnak
ied after extensive region
al constltaions with State
gnvernmcnts.

The States have been g
v a timelin of two years
for completing ~the
ojets

-
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The Centre has approved interest-free loans worth
X3,295 crore to develop tourism sites and infrastructure
across 23 states.

Forty new projects have been identified, including
lesser-known destinations like Bateshwar (Uttar
Pradesh), Ponda (Goa), Gandikota (Andhra Pradesh), and
Porbandar (Gujarat). The loans are interest-free for 50
years, aimed at developing iconic tourist centres,
branding, and marketing them globally. This initiative
aims to boost the local economy and create employment
through sustainable tourism projects. States have two
years to complete these projects.
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Collegium recommends ]us ice Manmohan for SC

EXPRESS NEWSSERVICE
NEW DELHI, NOVEMBER 28

THE SLIPREME Court Collegium
Thursday recommended theel-

evationof Delhi High Court Chief
Justice Manmohan s a judge of

the apex court,
The Supreme Court, which
has asanctioned strengthof 34,

is currently working with 32
judges. The five-judge

Collegium is headed by Chief

Justice of India Sanjiv Khanna
and comprises Justices B R
Gaval, Surya Kant, Hrishikesh
oy and A S Oka.

The afficial resolution said,
“The Supreme Court Collegium
in its meeting held on 28th
Mowember 2024 deliberated on
and discussed the names of
(uief ustices and senior puisne
Juclzes of the High Courts eligi-
ble for appaintment to the
Supreme  Court.  Justice
Manmohan was appainied 25 2
Juclze of the High Court of Delhi
on 13th March 2008 and has
been functioning as the Chief
Justice of that High Court since
20th September 2024, Justice
Manrmohan standsat 1. Na. 2in
thi combined all-Indliasenirity
of High Court [udges and he is

DelhiHigh Court Chief
Justice Manmohan. ik

Colleiumhastaken intoconsid- — vocate with the Bar Council of
eration the fact that, at present,

the Benich of Supreme Court is
represented by only one judge
from the High Court of Delhi. The
Supreme Court Collzgium has,
thierefare, unanimously recom-
menided that Justice Manmohan
be appointed a5 a Judge of the
Supreme Court of India"
Justice Manmohan com-

pleted his schooling from
Modern School, Barakhamba

Road, and obtained 2 BA Hans)

He practiced primarily inth
Supreme Court and Delhi High
Courtincivl criminal constitu-
tignal, taxation, arbitration,
tradlemark, and service matters
He aken served a5 a senior panel
arlvocate for the Covernment of
Inlia in the High Court and the
Supreme Court.

Justice Manmiohan was des-
imnated assenior advocaie by the
High Court of Delhi on January

in History from Hindu College. 18, 2003
the senior-maost Judge in the  He got his LLE in 1987 from
High Court of Delhi. While rec- - Campus Law Centre, University
ommending his name, the  of Delhi, and enrolled a5 an ad-

Dielhi the same year

Hews appainted additional
e of the High Court of Delhi
on March 13, 2008, and as per-
manent judge an December 17,
2009,
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The collegium system emerged from years of friction
between the judiciary and the executive, involving court-
packing, mass transfer of judges, and supersessions.
Three Judges Cases:

First Judges Case: Consultation with the Chief Justice of
India (CJI) should be "full and effective."

Second Judges Case: Introduced the collegium system in
1993; CJI must consult the two senior-most judges for
judicial appointments.

Third Judges Case: Expanded the collegium to include
the CJI and four senior-most judges.

The collegium of the CJI and four senior-most Supreme
Court judges recommends appointments to the apex
court and High Courts.
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Over 1.5 million die around the world each year
from wild/bush fire pollution, says Lancet study

‘About 25.5 lakh deaths in India between 2000 and 2019 could be attributed to this"; China tops list

ANURADHA
MASCARENHAS
PUNE, NOVEMEER 28

POLLUTION CALSED by land-
scapefires, indudingincidents ke
agriculiural buming in northem
Inicia during winters, could have
claimed more than 12 lakh deaths
in Indlia every yearon an average
in the 20-year period between
000 and 219, anew study pub-
lishied in Lancet magazine said.
Agricuttural buming s justone

type of landscape fires contribut-
ingrto air polhution. The study cov-
ersall kands of fres in any natural
or cubtural landscapes ke firesin
forests, grasslands, vegetated ar-
easorwidfires.

I this 20-year period, abaut
2554 lakh deaths in India could
be atiributed io respiratory orcar-
dimeascular diseases causedbyair
paliution induced by these lands
of fires, the study said China had
the largest number of such casu-
alties duringthis pericd, fallowed
by the Democratic Republic of

Congo, India, Indonesia and
Migeria. Clobally, more than 1.53
million deaths could be attribut-
able to such landscape fire inci-
dents, the stucy said.

The study, led by Yuming Gun,
hiead of Climate, Air Quality
Research {CARE) unit, School of
Public health and Preventive
Medicine at Monash University,
Melbourne, shows for the first
time the actual health risks from
wikd/bush fires, particularky from
thie P25 matter released during
the process.

“The flames and heat from
landscape fires can kill peaple
near the fire areas, with 221 di-
rect deaths reparted glabally in
2018 Howvever, the health risks
from landscape fires are much
greater, a5 landscape
fire-sourced (LF%) air pollution
[ particularty fine particulate mat-
terwitha diameter of 2.5 pmor
less [PM2-5] and ozone) often
travels hundredsandeven thou-
sands of kilometres away and af-
fects much larger populations
than the flames and heat do,”

(G said in the study.

Prakash  Doraiswamy,
Director, Air Quality, at World
Resaurces Institute, India, 5aid
that large scale bumning events
such as the forest fires or agricul-
tural fires contribute tothe larger
air quality problem at both local
and regional scales.

“Such fire events generate
significant emissions of smake
that contain black carbon and
wther fine particles that impact
health, air quality and climate,”
Doraiswamy said.

-
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A study led by Yuming Guo from Monash University
highlights the severe health risks from wildfires,
particularly due to PM2.5 emissions. Key points include:
Globally, over 1.53 million deaths could be attributed to
landscape fire incidents.

In 2018, there were 221 direct deaths from landscape
fires, but pollution from these fires causes far more
health issues.

At least 90% of PM2.5 emissions from landscape fires are
due to wildfires, and this is likely to increase with climate
change.

The study reports around 450,000 annual deaths from
cardiovascular disease and 220,000 from respiratory
disease due to fire pollution.

It emphasizes geographic and socio-economic
differences in mortality and an increasing trend of
cardiovascular deaths linked to fire pollution.
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Gujarat Leads In Rooftop Solar System Installations Under
PM-Surya Ghar Muft Bijli Yojana: Shripad Naik
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The PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojana is a Central
government initiative aimed at providing free electricity
to one crore households in India that install rooftop solar
systems.

Eligible households will receive 300 units of free
electricity every month. Approved by the Union Cabinet
in February with an outlay of Rs. 75,021 crore, the
scheme offers a subsidy on solar units: 60% for systems
up to 2 kW and 40% for systems between 2 to 3 kW,
capped at 3 kW. The subsidy can amount to Rs. 30,000
for 1 kW systems, Rs. 60,000 for 2 kW, and Rs. 78,000 for
3 kW systems.
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Air-IR(GS2) The fourth meeting of the Working Group on Military
Cooperation under the India — Russia Inter-Governmental
Commission on Military and Military-Technical Cooperation,
concluded successfully in Moscow Russia.

Defence Ministry said, the meeting marked a significant
milestone in advancing the long-standing Strategic
Partnership between the two countries.

The Working Group emphasised the importance of
continued knowledge-sharing and collaboration in areas of
strategic interest. It also agreed upon expanding joint
exercises to further solidifying the operational synergy
between the two forces.

The Declaration on the India-Russia Strategic Partnership
was signed in 2000, which was elevated to the level of
Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership in 2010.

The Working Group, a crucial forum for India-Russia defence
cooperation, provides a platform to assess existing military
engagements and identified new areas for collaboration to
address evolving security challenges.

India And Russia Agree To Increase Joint Military Exercises
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Air-Economy(GSlII)  The Asian Development Bank (ADB) Board of Governors

has unanimously elected Masato Kanda as its 11th
President. Kanda, currently serving as Special Advisor to
Japan’s Prime Minister and Minister of Finance, will
assume office in February next year, succeeding
Masatsugu Asakawa.

* He will complete the remaining term of Asakawa, which
ends in November 2026. Established in 1966 and
headquartered in Manila, Philippines, ADB has grown
from 31 members to 68, working to promote social and
economic development in Asia through its network of 31
field offices.

Masato Kanda Elected As ADB President




