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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 8 • The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change has approved the Coastal Zone Management 
Plan (CZMPs) of 10 coastal districts of Kerala .

• The plan, prepared in tune with the provisions of the 
Coastal Regulation Zone Notification, 2019, permits the 
coastal districts to take advantage of the relaxed Coastal 
Regulation Zone (CRZ) rules and initiate development 
activities including construction of buildings towards the 
seaward side.

• The Ministry has asked the State government to make 
available the signed copies of the approved CZMPs of all 
the 10 coastal districts in the public domain through the 
Kerala Coastal Zone Management Authority website 
within one month. The Ministry has clarified that all 
applications seeking CRZ clearance received after the 
approval of the CRZ 2019 shall be considered as per the 
CRZ Notification, 2019. 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 8 • World Cities Day Overview: Date: October 31
• Global Urban Population: Estimated at 4.7 billion (57.5% 

of total), projected to double by 2050.
• Challenges Faced by Cities : Cities confront significant 

challenges from climate change, alongside poverty, 
inequality, and environmental degradation.

• Rapid urbanization, inadequate infrastructure, and 
limited resources exacerbate issues like housing 
shortages and poor access to clean water.

• India's urbanization is characterized as "poverty-driven," 
contrasting with the industrialization-driven urbanization 
in the Global North.

• Key Issues:
• Inadequate Planning: Outdated urban plans fail to 

address population growth.
• Pollution and Climate Vulnerability: Cities face 

severe pollution, flooding, and heat island effects, 
particularly in regions like NCR.
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The Hindu-Space(GSIII)-Page 12 • The first science result from the Aditya-L1 mission, India’s 
first scientific mission dedicated to studying the sun, is 
out.

• Scientists who developed the Visible Emission Line 
Coronagraph (VELC) aboard Aditya-L1 predicted the 
onset time of a coronal mass ejection on the sun on July 
16. The VELC was developed by the Indian Institute of 
Astrophysics (IIAp), Bengaluru.

• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) launched 
Aditya-L1 in September 2023.

• The sun is an active object and often spews vast 
quantities of plasma in violent eruptions called coronal 
mass ejections (CMEs).

• Observation of the CMEs as they originate on the sun 
and understanding their plasma characteristics is one of 
the major science goals for VELC

.
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The Hindu-History(GSI)-Page 12 • The Government of India, in collaboration with the 
International Buddhist Confederation, is holding the first 
Asian Buddhist Summit in Delhi.

• The summit themed “Role of Buddha Dhamma in 
strengthening Asia” is a manifestation of India’s Act East 
Policy, which is principled on collective, inclusive, and 
spiritual development of Asia, the Union Culture Ministry 
said in a statement.

• The two-day summit will be inaugurated by President 
Droupadi Murmu on Tuesday.

• It will bring together Buddhist ‘Sangha’ leaders, scholars, 
experts and practitioners from various traditions across 
Asia to foster dialogue, promote understanding and 
address contemporary challenges faced by the Buddhist 
community.

.
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PIB – Environment(GSIII)
• Union Minister of State for Environment, Forest and 

Climate Change, Shri Kirti Vardhan Singh, unveiled India’s 
updated National Biodiversity Strategy and Action Plan 
(NBSAP) during the 16th Conference of Parties (COP 16) 
to the Convention on Biological Diversity in Cali, 
Colombia, on October 30, 2024. The event was attended 
by various dignitaries, including Colombian government 
officials and the Executive Secretary of the CBD.
The updated NBSAP aligns with the Kunming-Montreal 
Global Biodiversity Framework (KMGBF) and aims to halt 
and reverse biodiversity loss by 2030, with a vision of 
living in harmony with nature by 2050. Singh highlighted 
India’s "Whole-of-Government" and "Whole-of-Society" 
approaches to updating the plan, which focuses on 
ecosystem restoration, species recovery, and community-
driven conservation.

• The updated plan emphasizes a transformative, 
ecosystem-based management approach, sectoral 
integration, and inter-agency cooperation, while also 
assessing current biodiversity status, trends, and 
potential financing solutions.
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Air –Health(GSII) • Prime Minister Narendra Modi today said that decline in 
tuberculosis incidence is an outcome of India’s dedicated 
and innovative efforts. Commending the country’s 
progress, Mr Modi said in a social media post that 
through a collective spirit, the government will keep 
working towards a TB-free India. He added that the 
government remained steadfast in commitment to 
creating a TB-free India.

• According to the World Health Organization (WHO) India 
has recorded a decline of 17.7 percent in TB incidence 
from 2015 to 2023. This rate is more than double the 
global decline of 8.3 per cent. Sharing the information in 
social media post yesterday, Health Minister JP Nadda
emphasised that ṭhis acknowledgment reflects India’s 
transformative approach to TB care and control. He 
mentioned that the government has expanded and 
strengthened the National TB Elimination Programme by 
taking key initiatives such as the Ni-Kshay Poshan Yojana
to provide essential nutritional support to TB patients.
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Air: Culture(GSI) • Ningol Chakkouba, one of Manipur's largest festivals 
celebrated by the Meitei community, was observed with 
enthusiasm across the state this year. 

• Traditionally held on the second day of the lunar month 
of Hiyangei, the festival centers around married sisters 
visiting their maternal homes for a grand feast and gift-
giving. In recent years, participation from various 
communities has increased, reflecting a more inclusive 
celebration.
A week before the festival, family sons formally invite 
their sisters to the gathering. The festival also takes place 
in areas outside Manipur where Manipuris have settled. 
Last year, the celebration was canceled due to ethnic 
violence in the state.
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