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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 4 • Himachal Pradesh Chief Minister Sukhvinder Singh Sukhu
has urged the Central government to explore the 
possibility of running trains on the Kalka-Shimla narrow-
gauge railway, a UNESCO World Heritage site, using 
green hydrogen as a clean energy source. This initiative is 
part of the state's broader goal to become a "green 
energy state" by 2026.

• The state aims to replace its current thermal power 
consumption with renewable sources such as hydro, 
solar, and wind, aiming for 90% renewable energy 
consumption in its power distribution network by 2026.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 10 • India’s reservation system aims to uplift historically 
marginalized communities, particularly Scheduled Castes 
(SCs) and Scheduled Tribes (STs).

• Reservations were introduced to address centuries of 
social and economic exclusion, providing access to higher 
education, government jobs, and public offices.

• However, after 75 years, there are concerns about 
whether the system is equitably benefiting all SC 
subgroups.

• Some states, like Punjab, have tried subdividing the SC 
quota, but the effectiveness of this approach is debated.

• The Supreme Court’s suggestion of a "creamy layer" 
exclusion for SCs (similar to Other Backward Classes) 
lacks sufficient evidence.

• Economic mobility alone doesn’t eliminate 
discrimination for historically stigmatized groups. 
Discrimination persists in various forms, despite 
untouchability being abolished

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 12 • India and Algeria concluded a memorandum of 
understanding (MoU) on bilateral defence cooperation. 
This was signed by the Chief of Defence Staff (CDS) 
General Anil Chauhan and his counterpart, Chief of Staff 
of Algerian People’s National Army Said Chanegriha.

• General Chauhan was on an official visit to the North 
African nation from October 31 to November 3. 

• “The MoU elevates the defence partnership between 
both nations, fostering mutual understanding and 
enhancing strategic interests,

• India has reestablished its defence wing in Algeria and 
welcomes the reopening of defence wing of Algeria in 
India
.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 12 • The Supreme Court has issued a slew of directions aimed 
at standardising and improving the transparency of 
policies governing permanent remission for the convicts 
in the country.

• The directions of the Bench comprising Justices Abhay S. 
Oka and Augustine George Masih mandate greater 
accessibility to policy information, timely communication 
of decisions, and individualised consideration of cases to 
prevent arbitrary conditions.The Bench was hearing a suo
motu case of 2021 titled as “Policy Strategy for Grant of 
Bail” and directed all States and Union Territories to 
inform convicts of any rejection of applications for 
permanent remission within one week.

• They will also have to forward copies of these rejections 
to the district legal services authorities concerned to 
ensure appropriate steps were taken to provide legal aid 
to the convicts.

.
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Indian Express – Defense(GSIII)-Page 14
• Japan launched a defense satellite, Kirameki No. 3, on a 

new H3 rocket on November 6, 2023, aimed at 
enhancing its military capabilities.

• The satellite is designed for information-gathering and 
military operations.

• Purpose of the Satellite:
Kirameki No. 3 uses X-band communication for military 
operations and reconnaissance, including monitoring 
North Korean missile activity.

• The X-band system is less affected by weather conditions 
and provides stable communication.
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PIB –History(GSI) • India is hosting the First Asian Buddhist Summit (ABS) on 
November 5-6, 2024, in New Delhi, celebrating the 
country’s rich Buddhist heritage. Organized by the 
Ministry of Culture and the International Buddhist 
Confederation (IBC), the summit's theme is "Role of 
Buddha Dhamma in Strengthening Asia.

• India has been actively promoting its Buddhist heritage 
through various initiatives:
The Buddhist Circuit for tourism development.

• The Global Buddhist Summit (2023) and International 
Buddhist Conferences to foster global dialogue on 
Buddhism’s values.

• Classical status for Pali (October 2024) and the 
International Abhidhamma Diwas (October 2024), 
emphasizing the importance of preserving Buddhist 
teachings.

.
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Air: Economy(GSIII) • Prime Minister Narendra Modi launched the PM 
Vishwakarma scheme on 17th September 2023, at the 
Yashobhoomi, Dwarka, New Delhi. 

• PM Vishwakarma Yojana acts as a national integration 
programme that brings diverse crafts and craftsmen 
together. With over 18 trades in focus across the nation, 
it provides a platform for people and skills from every 
corner of the country to engage, blend and curate a 
mosaic of crafts
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