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The Hindu-Governance(GSll)-Page 10

PM-Vidyalaxmi
scheme for higher
education gets nod

The Hindu Bureau
MEW DELHI

The Union Cabinet chaired
by Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Wednesday
approved a new Central
Sector scheme, PM Vidya-
laxmi, which seeks to pro-
vide financial support to
meritorious students in
their pursuit of higher
education.

Under the scheme, a
student who secures ad-
mission in any of the top
560 Quality Higher Educa-
tion Institutions (QHEIs),
both government and priv-
ate, will be eligible to get

cnllateral-free  smiarantor-

free loan from banks and fi-
nancial institutions to cov-
er full amount of tuition
fees and other expenses re-
lated to the course. The
scheme will potentially
cover 22 lakh students, a
Ministry of Education spo-
kesperson said.

Under the scheme, for
loans up to ¥7.5 lakh, the
student will receive a cre-
dit guarantee of 75%, ena-
bling banks to extend edu-
cation loans to students.

“An outlay of 3,600
crore has been made dur-
ing 2024-25 to 2030-31, and
7 lakh fresh students are
expected to get the bene-
fir " the Minictrv added
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The Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi approved a new Central Sector scheme, PM
Vidyalaxmi, which seeks to provide financial support to
meritorious students in their pursuit of higher education.
Under the scheme, a student who secures admission in
any of the top 860 Quality Higher Education Institutions
(QHEIs), both government and private, will be eligible to
get collateral-free, guarantor-free loan from banks and
financial institutions to cover full amount of tuition fees
and other expenses related to the course. The scheme
will potentially cover 22 lakh students, a Ministry of
Education spokesperson said.

Under the scheme, for loans up to X7.5 lakh, the student
will receive a credit guarantee of 75%, enabling banks to
extend education loans to students
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The Hindu-Science and Tech(GSlil)-Page 20 a biotechnology company in Massachusetts in the U.S.
named Wave Life Sciences made headlines for becoming the
first company to treat a genetic condition by editing RNA at
the clinical level. But for all that this is a breakthrough,
scientists had anticipated it.

What is RNA editing?

* Cells synthesise messenger RNA (mRNA) using
instructions in DNA and then “read” instructions from
the mRNA to make functional proteins. During this
process of transcription, the cell may make mistakes in
the mRNA’s sequence and, based on them produce faulty
proteins. Many of these proteins have been known to
cause debilitating disorders. RNA editing allows scientists
to fix mistakes in the mRNA after the cell has synthesised
it but before the cell reads it to make the proteins.

* One technigue involves a group of enzymes called
adenosine deaminase acting on RNA (ADAR). Adenosine
is one of the building blocks of RNA. ADAR works by
converting some of the adenosine blocks in mRNA to
another molecule called inosine.

RNA editing is promising to
g0 where DNA editing can’t

.....
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Amnil Pradhan wins
Rohini Navvar Prize

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
SNEWY DELHI.NOYERBER G

A NI FRADDHHARN, oo-Founder of
Yoares Tinker Fovmed aisors, & mon—
profTt organication woerking om
hands-on STERM | sciernoe=, tech -
oy, engrneerines. and mathe-
marics} educationm in wnder-
served areas, was awarded the
third Fohini Maywvar Prize for
Durstanding Contribution to
Rural Dvewre o prree Tk Lallp]
Wi dre=sdany

PFradhan, 28 an engirs=er armd
adlucationdast, wiho is froon Baral
village in Odisha,. works with
stidermts om STERA eduscartion amd
mrersation. Tinker spaces” keammn—
ng labs, where students inmo—
varte and create wsing tools armd
material ancailable in the lab, are
oerviral o his weorke.

Wirth the aimoftaking these
lalb= b students im rural areas
w o may not be able vo reach
themm, Tinker-on-Wihaels", & -
bile leaminmg lab meant to offer
hands-on experience with as-
pe=cts like robaoiics amd 30 prime-
ime. has beenset up.

Wihile Fradhan initialby begam
weorking im his willage, his organ—
Ao o weorks i Telangama,
Ddisha amnsd Tarmmuil Madu. “Ewvemn
e e readd. . omoe there lived

L S~

Hie ot the
awvarcl for his
— wrork i raral

. developrreenk

wrhich means that ifyou are oo,
Yyou are a Ermer and if you area
poaor farmner then vou arein awil-
lage. This sort of mindset meeds
b chamge.” Pradhamn =aid ar an
ewent where e vwas presenvbed
writh the avweand bny R A hlashellcar,
scientist and former Direcoor
Ceneral, CSIEL

The prize has b=en imstitutec
in the mermeory of Fohimi MNayyar
by her Earmuiby. Mlayyar, amn econo-
mast, served as an AS officerin the
Lhtasr Pradesh cadre, aned vweoaieed
withh the erstwhile Planmine
Cormumas saon of India froem 1987 o
HOS_ She passed aveay in 2021

The prize, coanprising acash
aweard of Fs. 10 lakh, a citation
and trophng, is gven amnmoasaliby oy
thee Faynyrar Foamed stiea fior Soacial
amndd Economiic Purpose, and is
meeant for individuoaals belows <0
WVEATS In agme.

Blashelkar sasd: “If cme books
at her (Fohing Mayyar's] Life's
sk im rural desve kgt and
porserty alleviation, it showses maot
just a meww way of looking at
e, Bt a fundamencalby oif-

The 3rd Rohini Nayyar Prize was awarded to Anil
Pradhan, a 28-year-old from Odisha, for his contribution
to STEM education in rural India. Pradhan’s work focuses
on using technology and innovation to bring quality
science, technology, engineering, and mathematics
education to rural communities, an area where resources
and infrastructure are often limited.

The Rohini Nayyar Prize, established in memory of the
late economist and administrator Rohini Nayyar, is
awarded annually to individuals who have made
outstanding contributions to rural development in India.
The prize recognizes achievements in civil society,
government, enterprise, or academia and awards a
citation and X10 lakh to the winner.
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PIB — Defense(GSllI) » The 215t edition of India — US Military Cooperation Group

(MCG) meeting was conducted from 05 to 06 November
2024 at the Manekshaw Centre, New Delhi. The meeting
covered a wide range of topics, including capacity
building, training exchanges, defence industrial
cooperation and the advancement of joint exercises that
bolster preparedness for conventional and hybrid
threats.

* Both sides emphasised the importance of the Indo-US
defence partnership and committed to strengthening this
strategic relationship through proactive engagement and
enhanced interoperability. They also reaffirmed their
commitment to expanding the scope of Indo-US military
cooperation with a shared understanding of the dynamic
challenges facing the Indo-Pacific region.

Wity of Defce

115 Ellon f - U5 Wy Cooperaton Group mesing el New De

Pt On 06 OVA04 G 0PM b B ek
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* The Seventh Session of the International Solar Alliance
(ISA) culminated today in New Delhi. A visit to a farm site
at Najafgarh was organized on the concluding day

e Agrivoltaic farming primarily focuses on the
simultaneous use of land for both agriculture and solar
energy generation.

Air: Economy(GSlI)

Agrivoltaic Farming Focuses On Simultaneous Use Of Land
For Agriculture & Solar Energy

7TH INTERNATIONAL SOLAR ALLIANCE
CONFERENCE KICKS OFF IN DELHI
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Over 65 Million People Food Insecure In Horn Of Africa: UN
And IGAD Report

NEXT
1 AS]

At least 65 million people are food insecure in the Horn
of Africa. It was revealed by a joint report released today
by the UN and the Intergovernmental Authority on
Development, IGAD, an East African bloc.

This figure marks a slight decline from 66 million in
August, attributed to improved rainfall over the past two
seasons, particularly in the IGAD region.

According to reports, of the 65 million affected people,
36 million reside in IGAD member states, including
Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Kenya, Somalia, South Sudan,
Sudan, and Uganda




