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India became the first country to legally mandate 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) through the 
Companies Act, 2013. From 2014 to 2023, ₹1.84 lakh 
crore was disbursed in CSR funds. Agriculture, which 
employs 47% of India's population and contributes 
16.73% to GDP, faces challenges like resource 
degradation, stagnant incomes, and climate change. CSR 
efforts are increasingly focused on sustainability, with 
23% of companies prioritizing environmental goals.

• However, the main challenge is the lack of clear 
reporting on agriculture-related CSR projects. CSR 
activities are categorized under broad sectors, making it 
difficult to track funding specifically for agricultural 
sustainability. To improve transparency and impact, 
agriculture should be recognized as a distinct CSR sector, 
with a more focused reporting framework to address 
sustainability challenges and better target funds.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 14 Constitutional Bench Ruling on Public Service Recruitment:
• The eligibility criteria for public service recruitment 

cannot be changed after the process has started, unless 
permitted by the existing rules or the original 
advertisement.

• The laws, rules, and procedures for recruitment must 
adhere to the fundamental rights of equality (Article 14) 
and equal opportunity (Article 16) under the 
Constitution.
Any changes in eligibility criteria must meet the test of 
non-arbitrariness and be consistent with constitutional 
principles of equality and non-discrimination.
Being on the select list does not guarantee appointment, 
even if vacancies are available. However, the state must 
justify denying appointment to a selected candidate
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• India should be a part of the Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership and Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership, NITI 
Aayog CEO B.V.R. Subrahmanyam said.

• India pulled out of the RCEP in 2019 after entering 
negotiations in 2013. The RCEP bloc comprises 10 ASEAN 
group members (Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, Singapore, Thailand, the Philippines, Laos and 
Vietnam) and six FTA partners — China, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia and New Zealand.

• India should be a part of RCEP (Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership) and CPTPP (Comprehensive and 
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership) and 
become a member

• CPTPP is a free trade bloc spanning five continents made 
up of Pacific rim countries of Canada, Mexico, Peru, 
Chile, New Zealand, Australia, Brunei, Singapore, 
Malaysia, Vietnam and Japan.
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Indian Express – Governance(GSII)-Page 7 • In a significant ruling, the Supreme Court overturned its 
2021 decision and reinstated the authority of Directorate 
of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) officers to issue notices and 
recover dues under the Customs Act, 1962. The bench, 
led by Chief Justice D.Y. Chandrachud, reviewed the 2021 
verdict in the Canon India Pvt Ltd vs Commissioner of 
Customs case, which had previously stated that DRI 
officers could only exercise the functions of Customs 
officers if explicitly authorized by the Centre under 
Section 6 of the Customs Act.

• The court's latest judgment clarified that DRI officers, 
along with officers from other agencies like the 
Directorate General of Central Excise Intelligence, are 
competent to issue show-cause notices under Section 28 
of the Customs Act. 
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PIB: Governance(GSII) • One Rank One Pension (OROP) completes 10 years in 
2024, 

• OROP ensures that military personnel retiring in the 
same rank and with the same length of service receive 
equal pensions, regardless of their date of retirement. It 
addresses pension disparities caused by inflation, pay 
scale changes, and evolving service conditions over time.

• The scheme benefits ex-servicemen and their families by 
periodically updating pensions to close the gap between 
retirees of different periods.
Key Features: The OROP order, issued on November 7, 
2015, established a uniform pension system, 
guaranteeing that all retired defense personnel of the 
same rank and service length receive equal pensions, 
effectively bringing fairness and equity to military 
pensions.
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Air: Geography(GSI) • In Indonesia, Mount Lewotobi in East Nusa Tenggara 
province erupted again today, spewing a column of ash 
up to 5,000 meters high and prompting the highest 
aviation alert.

• Mount Lewotobi erupted late Sunday night, resulting in 
10 fatalities and injuries to 63. Hot clouds and volcanic 
materials destroyed hundreds of homes and buildings, 
triggering fires in the area and displacing over 4,000 
residents. Standing at 1,584 meters, Mount Lewotobi is 
one of Indonesia’s 127 active volcanoes.
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Air: IR(GSII) • The second meeting of the India-CARICOM (Caribbean 
Community) Joint Commission was held in virtual mode 
yesterday. The Indian delegation was led by Secretary 
(East) in the Ministry of External Affairs Jaideep
Mazumdar and the CARICOM side was led by Permanent 
Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, International 
Business, Trade and Energy, Government of the 
Commonwealth of Dominica, Chair of COFCOR 
(CARICOM Council for Foreign and Community Relations) 
Ms. Barbara Dailey Representatives from CARICOM 
Secretariat, CARICOM member states and Ministries in 
Government of India participated in the virtual meeting. 
The Joint Commission reviewed the entire spectrum of 
relations between India and CARICOM including 
economic and commercial, agriculture, health and 
pharmaceuticals, energy and infrastructure, technology 
and innovation, human resource and capacity building, 
culture and people-to-people exchange
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