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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • The Supreme Court ruled that an educational institution 
established by a minority community does not lose its 
minority identity once recognized by statute.

• The case involved petitions seeking recognition of AMU’s 
minority status, which had been contested after a 1967 
ruling (S. Azeez Basha case) that had declared AMU a 
Central university and not a minority institution.

• The judgment emphasized that the right to administer a 
minority institution, as guaranteed by Article 30(1), also 
extends to secular education, and state regulation should 
not undermine the institution's minority character.
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)-Page 7 • The tiger population in western Assam’s Manas National 
Park, a major wildlife preserve stretching into Bhutan, 
tripled from 2011 to 2019, a new study has said.

• The report published in the latest issue of the Journal of 
Biological Conservation attributed this turn around in a 
park that suffered because of prolonged armed conflict 
to increased funding, improved protection infrastructure, 
and a larger staff.

• The study said the growth in the Manas was supported 
by tourism revenue.

• The findings indicated that collaborative efforts from 
local communities, government, and conservation 
agencies can lead to successful species recovery in post-
conflict scenarios. “However, challenges like poaching 
and habitat loss persist, emphasising the need for 
continuous management focus as tiger populations 
approach their carrying capacity,
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page 7 • Drones will emerge as a game changer in the fisheries 
sector, addressing several critical challenges with 
precision and efficiency, Union Minister of State for 
Fisheries and Minority Affairs George Kurian said here on 
Friday.

• He was inaugurating an awareness workshop and 
demonstration of drone applications in the fisheries 
sector at the ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research 
Institute.

• “Drones play a pivotal role in managing aquaculture 
farms, monitoring fish markets, and assessing damage to 
fisheries infrastructure, particularly during natural 
disasters, when rescue operations are essential. On their 
part, underwater drones help closely monitor fish 
behaviour in natural habitats, to detect signs of distress 
like erratic swimming patterns and also provide real-time 
data that strengthen sustainable fisheries management,
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page 12 • The pilot run of the proposed Centralised Pension 
Payments System (CPPS) under the employees’ pension 
scheme (EPS) of the Employees Provident Fund 
Organisation (EPFO) is successful, the Union Labour
Ministry said on Friday. Pension worth more than ₹11 
crore was disbursed to 49,000 EPS pensioners of Jammu, 
Srinagar and Karnal Regions for October, 2024, under the 
new system.

• “The approval of the Centralized Pension Payment 
System (CPPS) marks a significant milestone in 
modernization of the EPFO. By enabling pensioners to 
receive their pension from any bank, any branch, 
anywhere in the country, this initiative addresses the 
long-standing challenges faced by pensioners and 
ensures a seamless and efficient disbursement 
mechanism.

,
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Indian Express – Economy(GSIII)-Page 17 • 2015 Expert Committee on Railway Reforms: Headed by 
the late economist Bibek Debroy.
• Aimed for economic viability and competitiveness of 

Indian Railways.
• Implemented Recommendations:

• Phased out the separate Rail Budget.
• Redesignated Chairman of Railway Board as 

CEO.
• Empowered General Managers (GMs) and 

Divisional Railway Managers (DRMs).
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PIB: Defense(GSIII) • The 3rd edition of joint military Exercise AUSTRAHIND 
commenced at Foreign Training Node, Pune in 
Maharashtra today. The exercise will be conducted from 
8th to 21st November 2024.

• Exercise AUSTRAHIND is an annual event conducted 
alternatively in India and Australia. Last edition of the 
same exercise was conducted in Australia in December 
2023.

• Aim of Exercise AUSTRAHIND is to promote military 
cooperation between India and Australia through 
enhancement of interoperability in conduct of joint sub 
conventional operations in semi-urban environment in 
semi-desert terrain under Chapter VII of the UN 
mandate. The exercise will focus on high degree of 
physical fitness, joint planning and joint tactical drills.
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