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STATES’SHARE IN DIVISIBLE POOL
OF TAXES

In News

Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin called for
increasing States’ share in the divisible pool
of taxes to 50% to address financial burdens and
ensure financial autonomy.

Highlighted Issues

The current share of 33.16% falls short of the
XV Finance Commission’s recommended 41%,
blaming the Union government’s increased
surcharges and cesses.

The financial burden on States is exacerbated by
their increasing share in Union-State joint projects
and reduced devolution rates.

Tamil Nadu’s share in the devolution pool has
declined from 7.93% (IX Finance Commission)
to 4.07% (XV Finance Commission), which is
described as punitive for well-performing States.
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What is a divisible pool of taxes?

Divisible pool is the portion of gross tax revenue
which is distributed between the Union and the
states.

Article 270 of the Constitution provides for
the scheme of distribution of net tax proceeds
collected by the Union government between the
Centre and the States.

The taxes that are shared between the Union
and the States include corporation tax, personal
income tax, Central GST, the Centre’s share of the
Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) etc.

¢ Thisdivisionisbased ontherecommendation
of the Finance Commission (FC) that is
constituted every five years as per the terms
of Article 280.

Apart from the share of taxes,

also provided grants-in-aid as per

recommendation of the FC.

States are
the

¢ The divisible pool, however, does not include
cess and surcharge that are levied by the
Centre.

¢ The 16th Finance Commission of India,
chaired by Dr. Arvind Panagariya, has been
constituted to make recommendations for the
fiscal period 2026-31.

Allocation Mechanism

Vertical Devolution: The 15th FC recommended
41% of the divisible pool for States.

Horizontal Devolution: Based on criteria such
as income distance, population (2011 Census),
forest cover, demographic performance, and tax
effort.

What is the basis for allocation?

The share of States from the divisible pool (vertical devolution) stands at 41% as per the
recommendation of the 15th FC. The distribution among the States (horizontal devolution) is
based on various criteria. Table 1lists the criteria for horizontal devolution among the States
from the 11th to 15th FC.

Table 1: The criteria for horizontal devolution among States over the last five FCs

Criteria 11thFC | 12thFC | 13thFC | 14thFC | 15thFC
2000-05 | 2005-10 | 2010-15 | 2015-20 | 2021-26

Income Distance 62.5 50 415 50 45

Population (1971 Census) | 10 [ 25 ] 25 | 17.5 |

Population (2011 Census) | - | - - | 10 | 15

Area 15 | 10 | 10 | 15 | 15

Forest cover - [ . - | 75 |

Forest and ecology | [ | - | - | 10

Infrastructure index 15 | |

Fiscal discipline [ s [ 75 | ws

Demographic performance | - | - | - | 115

Tax effort | s | 15 l - | - | 28

Total | 100 00 | 100 | 100 | 100

Key Issues

Cess and Surcharge: Constitute 23% of the
Union’s gross tax receipts but are excluded from
the divisible pool, limiting States’ share to 32% of
total tax revenue, below the 41% recommended.

Revenue Disparity: Industrial States receive
less than a rupee for every rupee contributed to
Central taxes, while less developed States like
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar receive more.

Chart 1: The amount in ¥ each State got for every rupee they contributed to .00

Central taxes in 2021-22*

Customs and union excise duties have
not been considered in the calculation as
State wise data is not maintained
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Southern States’ Decline: Southern States’
share in the divisible pool has been reducing
over six FCs due to higher weightage for equity-
based criteria (income gap, population, and area)
over efficiency-based criteria (demographic
performance and tax effort).
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Grants-in-Aid Variations: Grants provided for
revenue deficit, sector-specific needs, and local
bodies differ widely among States.

Proposed Reforms

Include Cess and Surcharge: Expand the
divisible pool by including a portion of cess and
surcharge, and reduce their imposition over time.

Increase Efficiency Weightage: Add relative
GST contributions as a criterion and give more
weight to efficiency in horizontal devolution.

Enhance State Participation: Establish a formal
mechanism for State involvement in the Finance
Commission, similar to the GST Council.

Strengthen Fiscal Federalism: Encourage
States to allocate adequate resources to local
bodies to promote equitable development.

Conclusion and Way Forward

The underdeveloped States need support,
over-allocating funds to them at the expense of
developed States could harm overall national
development.

Balancing equity and federalism requires reforms
in revenue sharing, ensuring States contribute
to and benefit from national development while
preserving their financial autonomy.

Source: TH

AUDIT DIWAS AND ROLE OF CAG

Context

On Audit Diwas (November 16th), the Lok
Sabha Speaker said that the Comptroller &
Auditor General (CAG) has played a key role in
fostering accountability, transparency and good
governance in the country.

About the Comptroller & Auditor General (CAG)

Brief:

¢ |t is a constitutional authority responsible for
auditing the accounts of the Central and
State governments.

+ The Comptroller and Auditor General of India
(CAQG) is appointed by the President of India
by a warrant under his hand and seal.

¢ Prior to taking over his/her office, the
Comptroller and Auditor General of India
(CAG) makes and subscribes to an oath or
affirmation before the President of India.

+ The CAG holds office for 6 years or up to the
age of 65 years, whichever is earlier.

¢ CAG can be removed by the President of
India on the same grounds and in the same
manner as a judge of the Supreme Court.

Constitutional Mandate:

+ Article 148: Establishes the office of the
CAG, appointed by the President for 6 years
or until 65 years of age. Removal follows the
process for Supreme Court judges, ensuring
independence.

+ Article 149: Defines the duties and powers
of the CAG to audit Union, State, and public
corporation accounts, as determined by
Parliament.

¢ Article 150: Mandates that Union and
State accounts are maintained in a format
prescribed by the President on the advice of
the CAG.

¢ Article 151: Requires the CAG's audit
reports to be presented to Parliament or
State Legislatures through the President or
Governor.

Functions and Responsibilities:

Audit of Government Accounts: The CAG audits
the accounts of the Union and State governments
and public sector organisations.

+ ltincludes financial audits, compliance audits,
and performance audits.

Reporting to the Legislature: The CAG submits

audit reports to the President or the Governor,

who then places them before the Parliament or

the State Legislature.

¢ These reports highlight any discrepancies or

inefficiencies in the use of public funds.
Advisory Role: The CAG advises the government
on financial matters and helps in the formulation
of policies to improve financial management and
accountability.

CAG: Ensuring Transparency and Fixing
Accountability

Irregularities in  Public Projects: The
CAG’s reports have unveiled substantial cost
escalations and financial mismanagement in
major infrastructure projects.

¢ For instance, the construction cost of the
Dwarka Expressway skyrocketed from 18
crore per kilometre to 250 crore per kilometre.

¢ Such findings have raised questions about
the prudence and transparency of project
management.

Misallocation of Funds: The CAG has highlighted

the diversion of funds from welfare schemes.

¢ In one instance, funds meant for the
National Social Assistance Programme
(NSAP) were redirected to promote other
government schemes, impacting the intended
beneficiaries. It has led to calls for stricter
adherence to fund allocation guidelines.
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Healthcare Scheme Irregularities: The audit of
the Ayushman Bharat—Pradhan Mantri Jan
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY) revealed that 6.97
crore was disbursed for the treatment of patients
who were recorded as deceased.

¢ Such discrepancies underscore the need
for robust oversight mechanisms to prevent
financial irregularities.

Key Concerns

Increasing Complexity of Audits: As public
administration and financial management
become more complex, the CAG’s audits
must adapt to new forms of corruption and
maladministration that are increasingly difficult
to detect.

o |t includes auditing public-private
partnerships (PPPs) and other innovative
financial  arrangements  that  require
specialised knowledge and skills.

Technological Advancements: While the
adoption of emerging technologies like artificial
intelligence and data analytics can enhance
audit processes, it also presents a challenge.

¢+ The CAG must continuously update its
technological capabilities and ensure that its
staff are adequately trained to use these tools
effectively.

¢ |t is essential for maintaining the credibility
and accuracy of audits in a rapidly evolving
digital environment.

Maintaining Independence: The independence
of the CAG is fundamental to its role in promoting
accountability.

+ However, there have been concerns about
potential attempts to curtail the powers of the
CAG, which could compromise its ability to
conduct impartial audits.

¢ |t is essential to safeguard the CAG’s
autonomy to ensure that it can operate without
undue influence from the executive or other
entities.

Capacity Building: Building and maintaining

the capacity of the CAG’s workforce is another

significant challenge.

¢ |t includes not only technical training but
also fostering a culture of integrity and
professionalism.  Continuous  professional
development and capacity-building initiatives
are necessary to equip auditors with the
skills needed to tackle emerging challenges
effectively.

Public Perception and Trust: Maintaining
public trust in the CAG’s findings is crucial

for its effectiveness. Any perception of bias
or inefficiency can erode confidence in the
institution.

¢ The CAG must ensure transparency in its
operations and communicate its findings
clearly to the public to uphold its reputation.

Way Ahead: Strengthening the CAG

Adoption of Emerging Technologies: The CAG
has proactively adopted emerging technologies,
including artificial intelligence, to enhance its audit
processes and ensure greater transparency.

+ ltis crucial for keeping pace with the dynamic
landscape of public administration.

International Collaboration: The CAG has
strengthened its global presence by securing
re-elections as the external auditor for several
international organisations, such as the World
Health Organization and the International Labour
Organization.

¢ These roles underscore the CAG’s
commitment to upholding high standards
of professionalism and integrity in audit
practices.

¢ The CAG has signed multiple Memorandums
of Understanding (MoUs) with various
countries to collaborate on public sector
auditing. It includes recent agreements with
Seychelles, Kenya, and Saudi Arabia.

Institutional Support: There have been calls
to provide the CAG with adequate institutional
support to discharge its constitutionally enshrined
role effectively.

¢ Strengthening the CAG involves ensuring
its independence and empowering it to
conduct comprehensive audits without undue
interference.

Source: ET

ONE DAY ONE GENOME INITIATIVE

Context

The Department of Biotechnology (DBT) and
Biotechnology Research and Innovation Council
(BRIC) introduced the ‘One Day One Genome’
initiative.

About

The initiative aims to release the fully annotated
genomes of unique bacterial species found in
India, making the data publicly accessible.

This will include detailed graphical summaries,
genome assembly details, and infographics
to inform about the microbes’ scientific and
industrial applications.
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Role of Microorganisms in Ecosystems

Environmental Impact: |t
biogeochemical cycles, soil
degradation of pollutants.

participates in
formation, and

¢ |t contributes to methane production and
global homeostasis.

Agriculture: |t facilitates nitrogen fixation,

nutrient cycling, and pest control.

Human Health: Symbiotic microorganisms
outnumber human cells in the body and defend
against pathogens.

¢ They also support digestion, immunity, and
mental health.

Genome Sequencing

It is the process of determining the complete
DNA sequence of an organism’s genome, which
includes all its genes and non-coding regions.

It involves identifying the exact order of the four
nucleotide bases (adenine, cytosine, guanine,
and thymine) that make up the DNA.

Significance of Genome Sequencing

Scientific Advancement: Enables identification

of valuable microbial traits for sustainable
innovations.
Public Awareness: Encourages  greater

understanding of microbial diversity and its
applications.

Industrial Potential: Supports research in
enzyme development, disease control, and
bioactive compound discovery.

Way Ahead

The One Day One Genome initiative will contribute
to advancing microbial research in India,
paving the way for scientific breakthroughs in
biotechnology and sustainable development.

By uncovering the hidden potential of
microorganisms, the initiative aligns with global
efforts to leverage biodiversity for societal benefit.

Source: PIB

HIGH-PERFORMANCE BUILDINGS
(HPBS)

Context

High-performance buildings (HPBs) are at the
forefront of sustainable construction.

About

Globally, buildings account for nearly 40% of
total final energy consumption over their lifespan,
primarily for operational needs.

According to the Bureau of Energy Efficiency in
India, buildings account for more than 30% of
the national energy use and 20% of its carbon
emissions.

Thissignificantenergy use leads to approximately
28% of energy-related carbon emissions.

What are High Performance Buildings?

These buildings are engineered to achieve high
standards in various areas, such as energy use,
water conservation, air quality, and resource
efficiency, while also considering long-term
operational and economic sustainability.

Energy Efficiency: HPBs are designed to reduce
energy consumption significantly compared to
conventional buildings.

Sustainability. They incorporate sustainable
materials, use water-saving technologies, and
minimize environmental impact.

Resilience and Adaptability: HPBs are designed
to be adaptable to changing environmental
conditions and resilient to climate challenges.

¢ This can involve flood-resistant designs,
energy backup systems, and durable
materials that withstand extreme weather.

Need

Buildings are significant contributors to global
emissions, especially in fast-growing cities, so
improving their energy and carbon efficiency is
vital.

Failing to act could result in higher energy
consumption, greater dependence on fossil fuels,
and missed climate targets.

With India’s urban population expected to reach
600 million by 2030, this challenge is becoming
even more urgent.

Significance

Cost Savings: Lower operational costs due to
reduced energy and water consumption, as well
as less maintenance.

Urbanization Solution: HPBs offer proactive
solutions for India’s rapid urbanization, driving
the country toward a low-carbon, sustainable
economy.

Improved Health and Productivity: Occupants
of HPBs typically experience better indoor air
quality and comfort, leading to higher productivity
and fewer health-related issues.

Environmental Impact: HPBs reduce carbon
emissions, lower waste generation, and use fewer
resources, contributing to a more sustainable
environment.
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¢ Increased Market Value: These buildings often
have higher resale value, increased tenant
satisfaction, and are seen as desirable due to
their environmental and health benefits.

Challenges

e High Cost: High-performance buildings often
require a higher initial investment due to the cost
of advanced materials, energy-efficient systems,
and sustainable design features.

e Complexity of Integrating Systems: Designing
and integrating various high-performance
systems can be complex.

e Specialized Maintenance: HPBs often require
specialized maintenance and operation practices
due to the complexity of advanced systems.

e Regulatory and code barriers can slow down
the adoption of high-performance building
practices or lead to unforeseen complications
during construction.

e Lack of Awareness: Ensuring that occupants
understand and embrace sustainable building
features requires ongoing education and
engagement, which can be challenging to
implement effectively.

Conclusion

e As cities grow, the demand for new construction
also increases, and without action the sector’s
carbon footprint will increase drastically.

e Adoptingenergy-efficientandlow-carbon building
practices is thus key to meet climate goals and
to promote sustainable urban growth.

e HPBs — built to consume less energy, conserve
resources, and withstand unpredictable weather

— are an important part of achieving and keeping
sustainable living.

Source: TH

THAI SACBROOD VIRUS

Context

e The Thai Sacbrood Virus (TSBV) poses a
significant threat to pollinators, vital for agricultural
productivity and nutritional security.

Thai Sacbrood Virus

e |tisahighly contagious viral disease that primarily
affects Apis cerana indica (Asiatic honey bees).

e Symptoms: Infected larvae turn yellow and
eventually black, adopting a sac-like appearance
due to incomplete pupation.

e Geographical Spread: First identified in
Southern India (1991-1992), it devastated nearly
90% of Asiatic honey bee (Apis cerana indica)
colonies.

¢ |t reemerged in Telangana in 2021 and also
has been reported in China and Vietnam.

e Transmission: The exact transmission pathways
remain unclear, likely mechanisms include:

+ Direct contact: Spread through bee-to-
bee interactions and contaminated hive
equipment.

+ Viral spillover occurs from managed honey
bees to wild pollinators, which mutate the
virus and increase its virulence.

Importance of Pollination

e Crop Yield: Pollination is essential for the
reproduction of approximately 75% of global food
crops.

e Ecosystem Services: Pollinators like bees,
butterflies, and birds play a pivotal role in
maintaining ecological balance and supporting
other species in the food chain.

e Climate Resilience: Pollination aids in the
adaptation of plants to changing climates by
promoting genetic diversity.

Honey bees in India

e [ndia hosts more than 700 bee species, including
four indigenous honey bees:
¢ Asiatic honey bee (Apis cerana indica),
+ Giant rock bee (Apis dorsata),
+ Dwarf honey bee (Apis florea),
¢ The stingless bee (sp. Trigona).

e Western honey bees were introduced in India in
1983 to increase the country’s honey yield.

Waggle dance and circle dance

e Beesusetwo kinds of dances to communicate
information: the waggle dance and the circle
dance.

e The purpose of either dance is for some honey
bees to communicate to others the location
of a flower patch with more nectar or pollen.

+ One bee dances while the others watch it
to figure out the directions.

Waggle dance

e During a waggle dance, the bees move in a
figure of eight formation. The dance indicates
both the distance and the direction to the
patch.

e |n this the straight line in the roughly figure of
eight formation is called the waggle run.

Circle dance
e |n acircle dance, the bees move in a circle.

e The dance indicates only the distance to the
hive.

Source: TH
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WILLINGDON ISLAND

In News

e The rejuvenation of Willingdon Island is a
key topic of discussion, with trade unions and
stakeholders calling for its commercial revival.

About Willingdon Island

e |t is a man-made island in Kochi built in the
1920s by Sir Robert Bristow, named after
viceroy Lord Willingdon.

e After container operations moved to Vallarpadam
Island in 2011 under a build-operate-transfer
agreement, the island’s commercial activities
declined.

e The island is ideal for hospitality, tourism, and
entertainment activities.

e Proposals by CPEO (Cochin Port Employees
Organisation): Reintroduce coastal and defence
cargo handling at the Rajiv Gandhi Container
Terminal.

+ Develop cold storage facilities and a godown
network for profitability.

Source: TH

LAKE KARIBA

Context
e A severe drought has dried Lake Kariba,

threatening to shut down the dam that powers
much of Zambia and Zimbabwe’s electricity.

About

e Kariba is the largest man-made lake in the world
by volume built in the 1950s.

¢ Lake Volta is the world’s largest man-made
lake by surface area located in Ghana.
e Location: On the border of Zimbabwe and
Zambia, in Southern Africa.

INDIAN
OCEAN.

AFRICA

ATIANTIC
OCEAN

ZAMBIA
Lake Karibg =

ZIMBABWE

e |t was created by the construction of the Kariba
Dam on the Zambezi River.

e Zambia relies on Kariba for more than 80% of its
national electricity supply.

Source: DTE

PRIME MINISTER INTERNSHIP
SCHEME 2024

Context
e Around 6.5 lakh youth had applied for internships

under the PM Internship Scheme in Top
Companies (Scheme) pilot project.

About
e Announced in: Union Budget 2024-25.

e Aim: To provide 12-month internships for one
crore candidates in the age group of 21 to 24
years, for five years.

+ To provide real-life work experience to job
seekers in top companies.
¢ Implementing Agency: Ministry of Corporate
Affairs.

e Vacancies: 1,25,000 positions
companies for FY - 2024-25.

e The top companies have been identified based
on the average Corporate Social Responsibility
expenditure of the last three years.

in 500 top

+ Participation of the companies in the scheme
is voluntary.

e Eligibility:
+ Do not have a family member earning over 8
lakh per annum.
¢ 1810 24 years (relaxation for OBC/SC/ST)
¢ |TI: Matriculation + ITl in relevant trade

¢ Diploma: Intermediate + AICTE-recognized
diploma

+ Degree: Bachelor’'s degree from UGC/AICTE-
recognized university

e Stipened:
¢ 5,000 monthly stipend
¢ One-time payment of 6,000

Source: TH

CHIKUNGUNYA

Context
e Telangana’'s Health Department has reported a

spike in chikungunya cases surpassing figures
from previous years.
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About
e |t is a viral disease transmitted by Aedes
mosquitoes.

e |t is a non communicable disease i.e. not
contagious between humans.

e Common symptoms include fever, joint pain,
headache, muscle pain, joint swelling, and rash.

e Chikungunyais found in tropical and subtropical
regions of Africa, Asia, and the Americas.

e Prevention: Preventing mosquito bites is the key
to avoiding chikungunya infection.

e Treatment: There is no specific antiviral treatment
for chikungunya. Treatment generally focuses on
relieving symptoms.

Source: TH

UNIFORM PROTECTION PROTOCOL

Context

e Central Electricity Authority has approved the
Uniform Protection Protocol for users of the
Indian Grid for implementation on Pan India
basis.

About

e |t aims to ensure Grid stability, reliability,
security and also supports India’s vision for
integration of 450 GW Renewable Energy into
the National Grid by 2030 and ambitious target of
2100 GW of Renewable energy by 2047.

e |t addresses protection requirements for various
power system components, such as: thermal and
hydro power plants, renewable energy sources,
etc.

e |t mandates periodic audits to ensure compliance
with standards and best practices.

Central Electricity Authority

e |t is a statutory organization under the Ministry
of Power.

e Functions:

¢ Provides technical and policy advice to
the government on matters relating to the
planning, development, and management of
the electricity sector.

+ Prepares the National Electricity Plan (NEP)
and the Transmission Plan.

+ Responsible for setting standards for electrical
equipment, grid performance, and safety.

¢ Ensures the stability of the national grid,
coordinating with grid operators to maintain
balance between electricity supply and
demand.

Source: PIB

BHARAT NCX 2024

Context

e The Bharat National Cyber Security Exercise
(Bharat NCX 2024), was inaugurated at a
ceremony organized by the National Security
Council Secretariat (NSCS).

About

e The 12-day exercise will
cybersecurity resilience.

fortify India’s

e The exercise highlights leadership engagement
and capacity building, fostering a unified
approach to emerging cyber challenges.

Key Features of Bharat NCX 2024
e The exercise includes;

¢ Immersive training on cyber defense and
incident response,

+ live-fire simulations of cyberattacks on IT and
OT systems, and collaborative platforms for
government and industry stakeholders.

e A Strategic Decision-Making Exercise will
simulate decision-making in a national-level
cyber crisis, enhancing the ability to respond to
high-pressure situations with strategic acumen.

Source: PIB

INDIAN COAST GUARD

Context

e A meeting of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Defence was held in Chennai to
review the working of the Indian Coast Guard
in ensuring coastal security along India’s vast
maritime boundaries.

Indian Coast Guard (ICG)

e Brief: ICG is a maritime law enforcement
and search and rescue agency of India with
jurisdiction over its territorial waters including its
contiguous zone and exclusive economic zone.

+ |t aims for safety and protection of artificial
islands, offshore terminals, tackling anti-
smuggling operations and other installations.

e Establishment: In 1977 by the Coast Guard Act,

1978 of the Parliament of India.
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e Parent Agency: Ministry of Defence
e Headquarters: New Delhi

e Head: Director General Indian Coast Guard
(DGICG)

Do you know?

e The Parliamentary Standing Committee on
Defence, one of the 24 Departmentally
Related Standing Committees in existence,
is constituted under Rule 331 C of the Rules
of Procedure and Conduct of Business in Lok
Sabha.

e The Committee has the Ministry of Defence
under its jurisdiction and consists of 31
Members; 21 Members from Lok Sabha, and
10 from Rajya Sabha.

e The Chairperson of the Committee is
appointed by the Speaker from amongst the
Members of the Committee from Lok Sabha.
The term of office of the Members of the
Committee does not exceed one year.

Source: AIR

GLOBAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY
ALLIANCE

Context

e The United Arab Emirates (UAE) has unveiled
an ambitious initiative to establish the ‘Global
Energy Efficiency Alliance’ during COP29.

About

e The initiative builds on the ‘UAE Consensus‘
from COP28, a commitment that brought together
countries to reduce carbon emissions.

e |t aims to double global energy efficiency rates
by 2030 and contribute to significant emission
reductions.

e |t will encourage strategic public-private
partnerships and bolster investments in energy
efficiency initiatives.

e The alliance will focus on compiling and
disseminating best practices, with a particular
emphasis on assisting African nations.

Source: AIR

TAMOR PINGLA TIGER RESERVE

Context

e Guru Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla in Chhattisgarh
has been notified as the 56th tiger reserve of
the country.

Geographical Location

e Location: Thetigerreserveis nestled in the Chota
Nagpur plateau and partly in Baghelkhand
plateau.

+ It is spread across Manendragarh-Chirmiri-
Bharatpur, Korea, Surajpur and Balrampur
districts of Chhattisgarh.

e Flora: Thereserveis part of the Eastern Highlands
moist deciduous forests, hosting Sal, Teak etc.

e Fauna: Asian elephant, Bengal tiger, nilgai,
chousingha, dhole,, pythons, red jungle fowl,
gray jungle fowl and green pigeon etc.

e Corridor Connectivity: The forests of Guru
Ghasidas-Tamor Pingla, act as a corridor
between the Bandhavgarh tiger reserves
(Madhya Pradesh) and Palamu tiger reserves
(Jharkhand).

Significance

e This is the fourth tiger reserve in Chhattisgarh
after Indravati tiger reserve , Udanti-Sitanadi
tiger reserve and Achanakmar tiger reserve.

e Alsoitisthe country’s third largest tiger reserve.

¢+ Nagarjunasagar Srisailam tiger reserve
in Andhra Pradesh is India’s largest tiger
reserve, followed by Manas tiger reserve in
Assam.

Source: PIB

WORLD TOILET DAY

In News

e World Toilet Day is held every year on 19
November.

About World Toilet Day

e |t aims to inspire action to address the global
sanitation crisis, impacting 3.5 billion people
without safely managed sanitation.

e |t was founded by the World Toilet Organization
in 2001, it became an official UN observance in
2013.

+ |taligns with Sustainable Development Goal
6: Water and sanitation for all by 2030
e 2024 Theme: ‘Sanitation for Peace’, highlights
the role of sanitation in fostering stability and well-
being, as set by UN-Water.

A Call for Resilient Sanitation

e The nations must ensure that sanitation and water
services are resilient, effective, and accessible
to everyone, safeguarded against conflict and
climate-induced disruptions.
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& 35 billion peopleilack safely managed sanitation, including
419" million who! practicel open defecation. (WHO/UNICEF,
2023) :

2:2 billion'peoplellivelwithout'safely managedidrinkingiwater,
lincluding 1158 millioni \who! ‘rely’ on surfacel water' |
(WHO/UNICEF;2023)

2 bfl_li_an'peopl_e lackibasic hygiene services, withi653.million.
having nofacilitiesiat all' (WHQ/UNICEF;2023)

Unsafe’water,: sanitation, and 'hygiene contribute to the |
deaths{ofiaround'1;000/childreniunder5idaily. (WHO2023)

Imprcﬁng access to water, sal;l'itat'lon_._ and hygiene  could
saveil-4 millionlivesiannually. (WHO,;2023) =

2/ billionfpeople globally/livelin' fragile and conflictzaffected ==
~ areas|(OCHA2019)

India’s Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM)

e |ndia's Swachh Bharat Mission has made
significant strides in improving sanitation and
hygiene.

e Key benefits of the mission:
¢ Improved Public Health: Reduced cases of
waterborne diseases.

+ Empowerment of Women: Enhanced dignity
and safety, especially for women and girls.

¢ Economic Growth: Improved tourism and
overall quality of life.
World Toilet Organization (WTO)

e Establishment: It was founded on 19 November
2001 as a global non-profit to improve toilet and
sanitation conditions worldwide.

e |t was granted consultative status with the
United Nations Economic and Social Council in
2013. It is not an agency of the United Nations.

¢ Key Initiatives: Established World Toilet Day and
the World Toilet Summit in 2001.

¢ Launched the World Toilet College in 2005.
Source : PIB



