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The Hindu-Miscellaneous -Page1 D Gukesh, an 18-year-old from Chennai, became the 
youngest world chess champion by defeating Ding Liren of 
China.
Record: Broke the record held by Garry Kasparov for nearly 
four decades.
• Historical Context: First World championship match 

between two Asian countries (India and China).
Third Asian to win the World championship, after 
Viswanathan Anand and Ding Liren.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Governance (GSII)-Page1 • Union Cabinet approved two Bills for simultaneous 
elections to the Lok Sabha and State Assemblies.
One Bill amends the Constitution; the other aligns Union 
Territories' Legislative Assemblies with other Assemblies.

• Prime Minister Narendra Modi advocates simultaneous 
elections to reduce poll-related expenditure and 
minimize governance disruption due to the model code 
of conduct.

Do you know ?
During the first four general election cycles in 1952, 1957, 
1962 and 1967, the elections to the Lok Sabha and State 
legislative assemblies were held simultaneously. However, 
due to the subsequent premature dissolution of the Lok
Sabha on seven occasions and the premature dissolution of 
legislative assemblies on various occasions, the elections to 
the Lok Sabha and various State assemblies are held at 
different times
The idea of simultaneous elections has been mooted in the 
past by the Election Commission of India (1982) and the Law 
Commission (1999).

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Environment (GSIII) –Page14 • Beijing's air quality was similar to Delhi's current levels 
but has managed to cut pollution by one-third since 
2015.

• Beijing's Measures: Pollution Sources: Energy structures 
(coal combustion), transportation, and industrial 
activities.

• Steps Taken: Ultra-low emission renovation and clean 
energy alternatives in power plants.
Retrofitting vehicles with diesel particulate filters and 
scrapping high-emission vehicles.
Overhauling subway and bus infrastructure.
Tightening environmental requirements for industrial 
and construction activities.

• Lessons for Delhi: Implement an efficient bus-metro 
integrated transport system, scrap old vehicles with 
subsidies, build cycling and walking lanes, and consider 
cross-subsidisation.

• Overhaul the energy supply system, subsidize solar 
rooftops, and connect them to the grid.
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The Hindu-Disaster Management  –Page16 • The Lok Sabha passed a Bill to strengthen the working of 
national and State disaster management authorities, 
with the Centre stressing that the legislation will help 
State governments deal with disasters better.

• The House cleared the Disaster Management 
(Amendment) Bill, 2024 by a voice vote. Several 
amendments moved by the Opposition members were 
negated.

• Pointing out that State governments had flagged several 
difficulties in implementing the Disaster Management 
Act of 2005, Union Minister Nityanand Rai said the new 
Bill would not only overcome them but also strengthen 
the disaster management system. The Bill seeks to bring 
clarity and convergence among stakeholders working in 
the field of disaster management.

•

.
• .
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The Hindu-Health  –Page26
• In early December 2024, an outbreak in the Democratic 

Republic of Congo (DRC) claimed over 400 lives, 
prompting concerns that it could be an instance of 
Disease X. Disease X, a term coined by the World Health 
Organization (WHO) in 2018, refers to an unknown 
pathogen that could trigger a global health crisis. It was 
conceptualized to prepare for unpredictable outbreaks 
that are difficult to identify or predict. This term gained 
significance after the emergence of COVID-19, which 
embodied the scenario Disease X was meant to 
represent.The WHO’s priority list of pathogens highlights 
infectious diseases with epidemic or pandemic potential, 
including Ebola, Marburg, and Lassa fever, among others. 
Disease X is a placeholder for an unpredictable pathogen 
that may cause a future pandemic, which could be a 
virus, bacterium, parasite, or even a prion.

• The challenge in predicting Disease X lies in the vast 
number of potential pathogens, many of which remain 
unidentified. Human activities, such as deforestation and 
urbanization, increase the risk of zoonotic spillover, while 
climate change is reshaping disease dynamics.
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PIB-Space(GSIII)
• Government of India has been making significant efforts 

towards achieving the goals outlined in India’s Space 
Vision 2047. These efforts focus on technological 
advancements, international partnerships, increasing the 
participation of private players and advancing space 
exploration missions. The major initiatives taken up are 
Government of India has carried out Space sector 
reforms in 2020 to allow participation of Indian private 
sector in space activities. 

• Government of India has announced the Space Vision 
2047 which targets establishing BharatiyaAntariksh
Station (BAS) by 2035 and landing of an Indian on Moon 
by 2040. Towards this, Government has approved four 
important projects: Gaganyaan follow-on missions and 
establishment of BAS 1st module by 2028, Development 
of Next Generation Satellite Launch Vehicle (NGLV) (Re-
Usable Low-cost Launch Vehicle) by 2032, Chandrayaan-4 
by 2027, to develop and demonstrate the technologies 
to come back to Earth after successfully landing on the 
Moon and also collect moon samples, and Venus Orbiter 
Mission (VOM) by 2028, to study the Venusian surface 
and subsurface, atmospheric processes 
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PIB-Economy(GSIII)
• India participates in the 2nd meeting of the Supply Chain 

Council (SCC) as Vice-Chair, under India-Pacific Economic 
Framework (IPEF)

• The Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity 
(IPEF) was launched in May 2022 and currently includes 
14 partners – Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Fiji, India, 
Indonesia, Japan, the Republic of Korea, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand, United States 
and Vietnam (doc20231117271001.pdf (pib.gov.in)). It 
provides a platform for countries in the region to 
collaborate on advancing resilient, sustainable, and 
inclusive economic growth, and aims to contribute to 
cooperation, stability and prosperity in the region. The 
IPEF comprises four pillars of cooperation namely: Trade, 
Supply Chain, Clean Economy and Fair Economy.
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PIB-IR(GSII) India and EU aiming for a balanced, ambitious, 
comprehensive and mutually beneficial Free Trade 
Agreement: Piyush Goyal
India’s bilateral trade in goods with the EU was USD 137.41 
billion in 2023-24, making it the largest trading partner of 
India for goods. In addition, the bilateral trade in services, in 
2023, between India and the EU was estimated at US$ 51.45 
billion. The trade agreement with the EU would help India in 
further expanding and diversifying its exports of goods and 
services while securing the value chains. India is seeking to 
forge balanced agreements with major world economies to 
increase its market share in global trade.
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PIB-IR(GSII)
• The 9th India-Thailand Defence Dialogue took place in 

New Delhi on December 12, 2024. The meeting was co-
chaired by Joint Secretary (International Cooperation) 
Shri Amitabh Prasad and Thailand’s Deputy Permanent 
Secretary for Defence Gen Tharapong Malakam.

• Both sides agreed for early establishment of Joint 
Working Group to effectively steer and monitor the 
cooperation in the areas of defence industry. Both sides 
also agreed to conduct Subject Matter Experts Exchange 
between Indian and the Thai Armed Forces to carry 
forward and institutionalise regular engagement in niche 
domains.

• The Indian co-chair highlighted the potential of domestic 
defence industry with capacity and capability to 
cooperate with the Royal Thai Armed Forces in its 
defence acquisition plans. Thailand appreciated the 
capability of Indian defence industry ecosystem and 
proposed exploring possibilities for co-design, co-
production and co-development in the field of defence
industry.

• Thailand is a maritime neighbour and a valued partner in 
India’s ‘Act East’ Policy and the Indo-Pacific region. 
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Air-IR(GSII) • The Second India-Iran-Armenia trilateral consultations 
were held today in New Delhi. The Ministry of External 
Affairs in a statement said that discussions were held on 
connectivity initiatives, engagement in multilateral fora, 
and regional developments. It also said that the meeting 
explored ways to promote trade, tourism and cultural 
exchanges while strengthening people-to-people ties.

• The Ministry also added that the delegations emphasised
the need for fostering close cooperation under the 
International North-South Transport Corridor and 
highlighted the role of Chabahar Port. It also mentioned 
that the three sides reiterated their commitment to 
continued cooperation and it was agreed that the next 
round of trilateral consultations will be held in Iran.

•

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-IR(GSII) • Romania and Bulgaria are set to fully join the European 
Union border-free Schengen Area on January 1, 2025. 
Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament 
in a post on social media congratulated the people of 
both countries. She added a stronger Schengen signifies 
a safer & more united Europe.

• Notably, the border-free Schengen Area guarantees free 
movement to more than 425 million European Union 
citizens, along with non-EU nationals living in the EU or 
visiting the EU. The Schengen provisions abolish checks 
at the EU’s internal borders while providing a single set 
of rules for controls at the external borders applicable to 
those who enter the Schengen area for up to 90 days.

•
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