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30 peoplecrowne per hour 2021 says WHO
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WHOQ's Global Status Report on Drowning Prevention

Report Released
Reveals 300,000 drowning deaths worldwide in 2021 (30
per hour).
Regional Impact: 92% of deaths in low- and middle-
income countries.
* South-East Asia Region (including India) had 83,000
deaths (28% of global burden).
Children at Risk: Children under five: Largest share of
deaths (24%).
e Children aged five to 14: 19% of deaths.
* Young people aged 15 to 29: 14% of deaths.
* Fourth leading cause of death for children aged one
to four.
Underestimation : Report does not capture deaths from
natural disasters or water transport due to lack of data.
Preventive Measures: WHQ's interventions implemented
in various countries to varying degrees.Political will and
investment needed for drowning prevention.
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Switzerland has decided to suspend the Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) treatment for India under their double-
taxation avoidance agreement (DTAA) starting January 1,
2025.

This decision follows an October 2023 ruling by the
Indian Supreme Court, which stated that the MFN clause
does not automatically apply unless notified under the
Income Tax Act.

As a result, Indian companies operating in Switzerland
will face higher tax liabilities, increasing from 5% to 10%
on dividends and other incomes.

Experts believe this suspension could impact Indian
firms' competitiveness and complicate international tax
treaty navigation. However, there is hope that the issue
can be resolved through proactive negotiations and
proper notifications by both countries.
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US releases national
strategy to combat
Islamophobia with

BSSOCIATED PRESS
MNASHINGTOM, DECEMBER 13

IHE “WHITE House has am-
nounced what it called dhe frst-
=per Nnational stratessy o oounter
slamophobia, detailing more
thanm 100 steps Federal officials
—an take to curiy hate, vwiolence,
Jias and discrimnination against
Yiuslimns and Arab Amerncans.
Thee propaosall follows a simi-
ar national plan bo battle andi-
semitism that President joe
Siden unveiled i Bdapr 2023, as

foars ab-out incrcasing hatred
e discrmination were rising
e LIS ewis.

Offucaals weorked on the amb-
slamophobia plan for meonths,
and its release came on
Nursdanyy., five weeks before
Jiden leaves office — meaning
mpdementation will mosthy fall
o President-elecr Domnald
Imampe. if his administration
“hooses todo so.

In a statement annowncing
she stratesy, the Biden adminis-
ratson wwroke that “Oheer the past
year, this inifiatve has beoome
e mere important as threats

The plan was released fve
wiee ks before US presidenit
Jore Bidlen leaves office

"WATCHING BANGLA
SITUATION CLOSELY”

Wiarshingron: President Joe
Biden is closely meoniboring
the= situanon in Bangladesh
amd the WS will hold the
CounNiry’s interim Sowern-
mentaccountable for ensor-
ingg the protection of religsous
anmd ethnic minorities, the
Wihite House has said. The
sSeCurity sibuation im
Bangladesh has been dafficult
Follorerineg the owuster of the
former P Sheikh Hasina,
Wihite House MNatiomnal
Security Communibcatiams
SAudvisor John Kirkny said. Pmi

The White House unveiled the first-ever national stra
to counter Islamophobia, detailing over 100 steps to curb
hate, violence, bias, and discrimination against Muslims
and Arab Americans.

Priorities:

Awareness: Increase awareness of hatred against
Muslims and Arabs and recognize their heritages.

Safety and Security: Improve safety and security for
these communities.

Religious Practices: Accommodate Muslim and Arab
religious practices and curb discrimination.

Solidarity: Encourage cross-community solidarity to
counter hate



-

NEXT

|
' Durgadi Fort Dispute =

HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4
Indian Express-History(GSI) —Page-21 !« Historical Background:16th Century Fort: Built during the
Adil Shahi Sultanate in Kalyan, near Mumbai.

. Structures: Initially had a mosque, prayer place, and a

Dispute over Kalyan's Durgads Fort why court sded wit hg . Muslim tomb.

!« Maratha Modifications: Captured in 1760, they built a
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fempleatthe ~ the Sena's first prominent LimitatonAct |
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Kalyan, withthe

sitein DurgudiFortink
Herelsahitory of thefo
been  site of contention bety
Hinduand Muskm communis

Amosque &a temple ok seng mogueinthe  Long legalbattle - !
The Durgad mein - Cantter, backgpound. In February 19, HlstY I . > M O d e r n CO nt I"OVE rsy :
the 1hcentury iinafiCommans  Mahireshraonreaganpessd 1

oo A Yy | 1960s Tensions: The Muslim community claimed they
: ?f:mk:*w i ! had been offering Eid prayers for centuries and
.~ ;1\1;3;\(12]\'}3}:Lﬁ?ﬁ;f\rlvi}rlsf”:pff{gr‘lﬁdﬁ ; possessed the land.
. * Government Intervention: Maharashtra government
! asserted ownership in 1966, leading to resistance from

: Muslims and public protests.
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PIB-Environment(GSlII) * Energy efficiency stands as a cornerstone of sustainable

development, weaving together the threads of progress
and environmental stewardship. In India, this deep
dedication to sustainability is passionately
commemorated on December 14 as National Energy
Conservation Day.

* National Energy Conservation Day serves as a reminder
of the vital role energy plays in our lives and the urgency
of conserving it. Introduced in 1991, this day is
championed by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency
(BEE) under the Ministry of Power, symbolizing the
nation's commitment to energy efficiency and
conservation. Energy conservation, at its core, is about
reducing unnecessary energy usage by promoting
efficient practices and technologies.

Minisiry of Power

National Energy Conservation Day

Lighting the Way to a Sustainable Future

Posted On: 13 DEC 2024 11:4TAM by PIB Delhi
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India Will Achieve The Target Of Elimination Of
TB 5 Years Ahead Of UNs SDG Target Of 2030:
Union Minister Anupriya Patel
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The Centre said that it has set the target to eliminate
Tuberculosis (TB) by 2025 and with the implementation
of a National Strategic Plan cases of TB have shown sharp
decline.

the incidence of TB in India has shown a 17.7 percent
decline from 237 per lakh population in 2015 to 195 per
lakh population in 2023

India will be able to achieve the target of elimination of
TB five years ahead of UNOs Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) target of 2030

the TB deaths have reduced by 21.4 percent from 28 per
lakh population in 2015 to 22 per lakh population in
2023.

targeted interventions have been made in high TB
burden areas through state and district specific strategic
plans and provisions of free drugs and diagnostics have
been made to TB patients
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* The Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana (PMMVY)
scheme was launched formally by the Union Minister of
Women and Child Development, Smt. Maneka Gandhi on
September 1, 2017.

* The scheme, which is a centrally sponsored scheme, is
implemented in all the districts of the country.

e Under PMMVY, a cash incentive of Rs 5000 in three
instalments is provided directly to the Bank / Post Office
Account of Pregnant Women and Lactating Mothers
(PW&LM) for first living child of the family subject to
fulfilling specific conditions relating to Maternal and
Child Health.

* The eligible beneficiaries also receive cash incentive as
per approved norms towards maternity benefit under
the Janani Suraksha Yojana (JSY) administered by the
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare. PW&LM are also
entitled for Supplementary Nutrition under Anganwadi
Services, which is another Centrally Sponsored Scheme.

Air-Governance(GSlI)

Rs 18,854 Crore Dishursed Among 3.64 Crore
Beneficiaries Of PM Matru Vandana Yojana:
Union Minister Annapurna Devi
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e The inaugural India-Philippines Maritime Dialogue wa
held in Manila, Philippines, today. During the dialogue,
the two sides exchanged perspectives on prevailing
maritime challenges and discussed ways to enhance
maritime cooperation in furthering a conducive
environment for mutual growth and global well-being.
They emphasized adherence to a rules-based order,
especially the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea, and
explored cooperation initiatives in the maritime domain
to uphold the same.

* While endeavouring to increase bilateral engagement,
the two sides also deliberated on avenues to collaborate
at various international and regional forums for shared
objectives. They agreed to share best practices and
partner in maritime capacity-building initiatives in areas
such as Maritime Industry, Marine Scientific Research,
Ocean Economy, Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster
Relief (HADR), Navy and Coast Guard cooperation and
maritime law enforcement.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY p
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India-Philippines Hold Inaugural Maritime
Dialogue, Strengthen Cooperation On Maritime
Challenges & Glohal Well-Being

Medio Center

Inauaural Indio-Philiooines Marttime Dioloaue, Manika



