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The Hindu-GS1(History)-Page5 
Summary of Potti Sriramulu's Life and Contributions
Early Life: Born on March 16, 1901, in Madras (Chennai).
Involvement in Freedom Struggle: Joined Gandhiji's
Sabarmati Ashram after personal tragedies.
• Participated in the Salt Satyagraha and Quit India 

Movement.
• Work for Social Welfare: Returned to Nellore in 1946 to 

work for the downtrodden.
• Championed the Dalit community's social and economic 

liberation.
• Fasted indefinitely for temple entry for Dalits.
• Advocacy for a Separate Andhra State: Proposed the 

formation of a separate state for Telugu-speaking 
territories after Gandhiji's death.
• Began a fast on October 19, 1952, demanding a 

separate Andhra state.
• Died on December 15, 1952, after 58 days of 

fasting.
• Formation of Andhra State:Nehru announced the 

decision to form a separate Andhra state on 
December 19, 1952.
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The Hindu-Species  (GSIII)-Page5 Olive ridley turtles (Lepidochelys olivacea)
It gets its name from the olive green color of its heart-
shaped shell.
It is among the smallest of the world’s sea turtles .
It is found throughout the world primarily in the tropical 
regions of the Pacific, Indian, and Atlantic oceans.
These turtles are best known for their unique mass nesting 
called Arribada, where thousands of females come together 
on the same beach to lay eggs.
Odisha is the largest mass nesting site for Olive Ridleys in 
the world.
Protection status : Wildlife Protection Act, 1972: Schedule 
1

IUCN Red List: Vulnerable
CITES: Appendix I
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COP29 in Baku supports setting up international carbon 
markets.
Carbon markets involve buying and selling the right to emit 
carbon via carbon credits (1,000 kg of CO2 per credit).
Functioning of Carbon Markets: Governments limit carbon 
emissions by issuing carbon credits. Market forces 
determine the price of carbon credits based on supply and 
demand.
Includes trading of carbon offsets (e.g., businesses 
purchasing offsets from NGOs that plant trees).
Benefits of Carbon Markets:
Imposes costs on firms for emitting carbon, curbing 
pollution.
Encourages firms to monitor and report emissions.
Challenges and Criticisms:
Governments might increase the supply of credits, reducing 
emission control.
Possibility of firms cheating or virtue signaling with offsets.
Difficulty in determining the optimal supply of carbon 
credits.
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• The Jalvahak scheme was launched by the Centre to 

enhance long-haul cargo movement via inland 
waterways.
Objectives:
Incentivise cargo transport on National Waterways 1 
(Ganga), 2 (Brahmaputra), and 16 (Barak).
Decongest railways and roadways by promoting 
waterway transport.
Key Features:
Regular scheduled freight service started from Kolkata, 
ensuring timely transport.
Reimbursement of up to 35% of total operating 
expenditure for cargo transport.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-IR(GSII)  –Page-10 • In 2024, India became the largest buyer of Russian oil, 
surpassing China.

• The Eastern Maritime Corridor (Chennai-Vladivostok) has 
boosted trade, especially crude oil shipments to India.

• Benefits: Reduced Shipping Time: Time reduced to 24 
days (down from 40+ days via traditional route).

• Cost Savings: Lower transportation costs due to shorter 
route.

• Trade Details: Top Imports to India: Crude oil, project 
goods, coal and coke, vegetable oils, fertilisers.

• Top Exports to Russia: Processed minerals, iron and steel, 
tea, marine products, coffee.

.
• .
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Supreme Court Hearing:
A PIL was heard on December 9, 2024, seeking the 
application of the POSH Act to political parties.
The court directed the petitioner to approach the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) for the creation of an in-house 
mechanism to handle sexual harassment complaints.
POSH Act Requirements: The Act mandates both public and 
private workplaces to set up an Internal Complaints 
Committee (ICC) for sexual harassment complaints.
The definition of "workplace" is broad, covering various 
sectors and locations visited during employment.
Challenges for Political Parties:
Political parties often lack a traditional workplace structure 
and employer-employee relationships.
The Kerala High Court previously ruled that political parties 
are not liable to establish ICCs as they do not fit the 
definition of a "workplace" under the POSH Act.
Representation of People Act (RP Act): Governs the 
registration and functioning of political parties.
Requires parties to provide details such as office bearers, 
local units, and members.
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A court commissioner was appointed to inspect Sanganer
open prison due to a dispute over the Rajasthan 
government's plan to build a hospital on some of the jail's 
land.
Open Prisons: Defined as facilities offering more liberty to 
eligible prisoners to aid rehabilitation.
States have their own criteria for selecting convicts based 
on crime nature, behavior, and sentence completion.
Sanganer Open Jail:
One of the largest and most unique open jails in India, 
operational since 1963.
Located near Jaipur, housing 422 prisoners who live with 
their families and work in the local community.
Features self-governance through bandi panchayats and 
amenities like schools and anganwadis.

.
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PIB-Economy(GSIII) RBI increased the limit for collateral-free agricultural loans 
from ₹1.6 lakh to ₹2 lakh per borrower.
Objective:
Address rising input costs and inflation.
Enhance financial access for farmers without the burden of 
providing collateral.
Implementation:
Effective from January 1, 2025.
Banks are instructed to waive collateral and margin 
requirements for loans up to ₹2 lakh.
Expeditious implementation and widespread publicity to 
ensure awareness among farmers.
Impact:
Increases credit accessibility, especially for small and 
marginal farmers (over 86% of the sector).
Reduces borrowing costs and boosts investment in 
agricultural operations.
Expected to increase the uptake of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) 
loans.
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Air-IR(GSII)
• Britain became the first European nation to join the 

Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for Trans-
Pacific Partnership (CPTPP), becoming the 12th member. 
The bloc comprises Canada and Japan, Australia, New 
Zealand, Brunei, Chile, Malaysia, Mexico, Peru, 
Singapore, and Vietnam.

• The UK, following its 2016 Brexit referendum, is 
attempting to establish new trade deals abroad after 
signing the accession treaty with most EU members.

• Established in 2018, the bloc safeguards against Chinese 
hegemony in the region, providing British companies 
access to a market of over 500 million people, 
contributing over 15% of the world’s GDP.
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