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The Hindu-GS2(IR)-Page1 • Sri Lankan President Anura Kumara Dissanayake said that 
he would not allow his country’s territory to be used 
against India.

• The two leaders said they discussed a number of issues, 
including regional security, digital infrastructure, 
connectivity and energy projects, as well as the Tamil 
issue and rights of fishermen. India announced it would 
convert loans given to Sri Lanka into grants for railway 
signalling systems and the Kankesanthurai port, and 
extended a $20.66 million grant to settle payment for 
projects already completed, which had originally been 
signed under a ‘Letter of Credit’ or loan. 

• The two countries agreed to continue their partnership 
on energy projects, including connecting to a common 
grid, an India-Sri Lanka “multi-product pipeline” with 
UAE support, LNG supplies, and completing the Sampur
coal power project.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Geography  (GSI)-Page10 • La Niña, a phase of the El Niño Southern Oscillation 
(ENSO), occurs when the Pacific Ocean between 
Indonesia and South America is cooler than usual, 
influencing global weather patterns. During La Niña 
years, India typically experiences normal or above-
normal monsoon rainfall, while it causes droughts in 
Africa and intensifies hurricanes in the Atlantic. The 
decade began with three consecutive La Niña events 
(2020-2022), followed by an El Niño in 2023.

• Climate change may increase the frequency and 
intensity of both phenomena.

• Although La Niña was expected to emerge by mid-2024, 
it has not yet formed. There is only a 57% chance of it 
developing later in 2024, and if it does, it may be weak. 
Typically, La Niña forms during the monsoon or pre-
monsoon period, and it has rarely occurred between 
October and December since 1950.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page10 Fifty-five MPs of the Rajya Sabha have submitted a motion, 
for removing Allahabad High Court Judge, Justice Shekhar
Kumar Yadav, to Chairman of the Rajya Sabha.
What is the procedure for removal?
• Articles 124 and 217 of the Constitution provide that a 

judge of the Supreme Court/High Court shall be removed 
by the President, on the grounds of ‘proved 
misbehaviour’ or ‘incapacity’ after a motion is passed in 
each House of Parliament by a majority of the total 
membership of that House and by a majority of not less 
than two thirds of the members of that House present 
and voting (special majority) in the same session. The 
Constitution does not define the terms ‘proved 
misbehaviour’ or ‘incapacity.’ 

• The Supreme Court has opined in various cases that 
wilful misconduct in office, corruption, lack of integrity 
or any other offence involving moral turpitude would 
constitute misbehaviour. Incapacity here means a 
medical condition that may include physical or mental 
incapacity.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Governance(GSII)  –Page-16 • Supreme Court observed that “Reservation cannot be on 
the basis of religion” while hearing a challenge to 
Calcutta HC’s decision to strike down OBC reservations 
for 77 classes, mostly Muslim.
Supreme Court refused SC status to a woman who 
converted to Christianity.
Reservations:
Article 16(4) allows states to provide reservations to 
backward classes.
Indra Sawhney judgment (1992) ruled religion cannot be 
the sole criterion for OBC reservations.
Article 341(1) lists communities deemed as SCs.
Scheduled Castes Order, 1950 excludes non-Hindus, non-
Sikhs, non-Buddhists from SC status.

• Court in Soosai v. Union of India (1985) held converts 
must prove continued caste-related disadvantages to 
access SC benefits.

• Ranganath Mishra Commission (2007) recommended 
including all converts; findings disputed by the Centre.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-Health(GSII)  –Page-16 • Idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis (IPF) is a severe chronic 
lung disease where the tissue around the alveoli 
becomes thick and stiff, leading to permanent scarring 
(fibrosis) and progressively worsening breathing. The 
condition often develops for unknown reasons, but those 
with a history of smoking, a family history of IPF, or 
advanced age are at higher risk.

.
• .
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PIB-Defence(GSIII)
• The bilateral naval exercise SLINEX 2024 (Sri Lanka–India 

Exercise) will be conducted from 17 to 20 Dec 24 at 
Visakhapatnam under the aegis of the Eastern Naval 
Command. 

• The exercise will be held in two phases - the Harbour
Phase from 17 to 18 December and the Sea Phase from 
19 to 20 December.

• Initiated in 2005, SLINEX is a significant series of bilateral 
naval exercises that have strengthened maritime 
cooperation between India and Sri Lanka over the years

.
• .
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Air-Economy(GSIII)
• The Union Government today launched the ‘Credit 

Guarantee Scheme for e-NWR-Based Pledge Financing.’ 
Under this scheme, farmers will now be able to get a 
loan through their produce. 

• After submitting their produce to warehouses registered 
with the Warehousing Development and Regulatory 
Authority (WDRA), they will be issued an electronic 
negotiable warehouse receipt (e-NWR). This receipt can 
be used as a guarantee against default to obtain low-
interest loans from banks and other lending institutes. 
Farmers, farmers’ producer organisations, farm 
cooperatives, and MSMEs will be eligible under this 
scheme.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-IR(GSII)
• The nation celebrates Vijay Diwas to commemorate 

India’s victory over Pakistan in the 1971 war. Rich 
tributes are being paid to the martyrs who laid down 
their lives during the war. 

• It was on this day in 1971, that the chief of the Pakistani 
forces, General AA Khan Niazi, along with 93 thousand 
troops, surrendered unconditionally to the allied forces 
consisting of the Indian Army and Mukti Bahini. The end 
of the war also resulted in the subsequent secession of 
East Pakistan into Bangladesh.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-Environment(GSIII) Moldova has signed the International Solar Alliance (ISA) 
Framework Agreement and officially joined the ISA.
• Moldova, is a landlocked country lying in the 

northeastern corner of the Balkan region of Europe. It is 
bordered by Ukraine and Romania. Chisinau – the Capital

• The International Solar Alliance is an international 
organisation with 120 Member and Signatory countries. 
It works with governments to improve energy access and 
security worldwide and promote solar power as a 
sustainable transition to a carbon-neutral future. ISA’s 
mission is to unlock US$1 trillion of investments in solar 
by 2030 while reducing the cost of the technology and its 
financing. It promotes the use of solar energy in the 
agriculture, health, transport, and power generation 
sectors.
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