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Mamata launches
housing scheme for
rural poor in Bengal

(M says her govt. was vet to receive 124,000 crore from the Centre
for various schemes but that will not stop her from extending benefits

Shiv Sahay Singh
KOLKATA

est Bengal
w Chief Minister
Mamata Baner-

jee launched the “Banglar
Bari” scheme on Tuesday
to provide houses for the
rural poor in the State.

Ms. Banerjee released
the funds to 42 beneficiar-
ies across 21 districts and
said over 12 lakh benefici-
aries in the State are eligi-
ble for the first instalment.

The launch of the
scheme assumes signifi-
cance as Ms. Banerjee had
announced it ahead of the

Lok Sabha polls and said if

the Centre does not release
funds for PM Awas Yojana,
then her government
would go ahead with its

envn erhama

Mamata Banerjee hands over
the certificate to a beneficiary
of the new scheme. ANI

Under the scheme, a
sum of ¥1.20 lakh will be gi-
ven to a family for con-
structing a house, with
160,000 as the first instal-
ment. However, beneficiar-
ies in some areas of Jangal
mahal and Darjeeling hills
woulds get 21.30 lakh.

Crnanling at tha lhnech

Ms. Banerjee said that an
additional 18 lakh people
will benefit from the
scheme in 2025, “We are
yet to receive 24,000
crore from the Centre. But
I had said that we are not
asking for any alms. If the
Centre does not release the
funds then we will launch
our own scheme,” she
added.

Ms. Banerjee also said
that the Centre had not re
leased funds for MGNRE-
GA (Mahatma Gandhi Na-
tional Rural Employee
Act), and the State govern-
ment has started its own
scheme to give employ-
ment for 50 days under the
scheme. Funds under
MGNREGA have been on
hold on the grounds of
“corruption in the

corhama”

-
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee launched
the "Banglar Bari" scheme to provide houses for the rural
poor.
Funds released to 42 beneficiaries across 21 districts.
Over 12 lakh beneficiaries eligible for the first instalment.
Scheme Details:
* Each family to receive X1.20 lakh for house
construction, with 60,000 as the first instalment.
* Beneficiaries in Jangalmahal and Darjeeling hills to
receive X1.30 lakh.
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I Minorities Rights Day, observed annually on December ¥8s
The Hindu-Governance(GSIi)-Pagel0 ! commemorates the adoption of the UN Declaration on the
Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious,
s s n s " and Linguistic Minorities in 1992.
The Constitution on minoriy rights  orisin of minoriy righes
» Historical Context: Early recognition in Austria (1867),
The preservation of iversiy s the rationale behind minority rights in the Indian Constitution. On Minority Rights Day; it essentalto remember Franklin Roosevels Hunga ry (1 868) and Switzerland (1 87 4)
Words, o democracy can long survive which does not acceptas fundamentaltoitsvery existencethe recogniton of the rights of minoriies ! . . ) | . .
* Post-WWI Treaties: Minority protections codified in
THE GIST treaties with Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Greece,
) and Yugoslavia.
wannewsd—— © Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Article 27

minorty rights, the UN General ‘

| guarantees the right to culture and community

LETTER & SPIRIT

Faizan Mustafa

e debate on minoriy rights

should be lfted from its
T current framework of

communalism verss

secularism and placed inthe theoretica ‘ p art | C| p at | on.
field of democracy and substantive Linguisti Minartes’ on | .
:ﬁ:ﬂﬂh mw:ﬂmﬁl\hf il}l}ll::l{‘t:ncel:ll)h Decmber 1 1. | Constituent Assembly Debate

0f] _“ S, e UN GENE 5S¢ " v
adopted a declaration on the ‘Rights of ° 1 1 1
il | Framers of the Indian Constitution, led by leaders
R]'u' ¥ d]_ i l“ [ ! any section of the ctizens | . . L
Db 0T e o siuteetndiss | like Pandit G.B. Pant and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel,
 Minority Rights Day all over the world. ot any pat therofhving I 0 0 o .
Niory s e st dtiogopog | ensured minority rights were integral to the
democratc polt because as Franklin ‘“““”""‘!'(""’“""‘”“‘[”"" o . .
Rooseveltreminds us “no democracy can tergRioomee hesine. | CO nstitution.
long survive which does not accept as v |
fundamental to ts very existence the I e Art | C I es 2 5 to 3 O . Ad d ress m | no rlty rlg hts’

| recognizing the importance of preserving diversity

: and ensuring equality.
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mends statutory MsP.

Commit

€€ [eCOM

savs it

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Echoing the long-standing
demand of farmers’ organ-
isations, the  Standing
Committee of Parliament
on Agriculture, headed by
Congress leader and form-
er Punjab Chief Minister
Charanjit Singh Channi,
has recommended legally
guaranteed minimum sup
port price (MSP) for crops.

nhelper

pane] asked the Centre to
increase the amount given
to farmers under the PM-
KISAN schemeto 12,0002
year from the 36,000 given
at present, Such seasonal
incentives may be extend:
ed to tenant farmers and
farm [abourers, it said

The panel noted that the
MSP remains a focal point
in the dialogue surround-
ing agricultural reform and
farmers’ welfare.

(1 SUIC

1 LI

The panel asked the
(entre to increase

the amount given to
farmers (o 212,000

a year from 36,000
given at present

promoting rural economic
growth and enhancing na-
tional food security. The
benefits and advantages of
implementation of MSP as

(es

nomic activity in the farm-
ing areas, benefiting local
businessesand econommies.
“With assured  income
through MSP, farmers are
more likely to invest in
their agricultural practic-
s, leading to increased
productivity and sustaina-
bility in farming, This in-
vestment can also contri-
bute to longterm food
security for the nation,”
the report said.

Dy farmers

their efforts,” the panel
said, recommending the
Centre to declare 4 road
map for implementation of
MSP as a legal guarantee at
the earlest.

Predicting that such a
measure will be a game
changer, the panel said a
legally binding MSP system
could play a crucial role in
reducing farmer suicides
in India by providing finan-
clal stability, protecting

-
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The Standing Committee of Parliament on Agriculture, led

by Congress leader Charanjit Singh Channi, recommended a

legally guaranteed Minimum Support Price (MSP) for crops.

* |t Suggested increasing the annual amount from %6,000
to X12,000.

* Proposed extending benefits to tenant farmers and farm
laborers.

Significance of MSP:

* Essential for safeguarding farmers’ livelihoods.

* Promotes rural economic growth and enhances national
food security.

e Stimulates economic activity in farming areas, benefiting
local businesses.
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Rare species of bat spott ed n Yamuna Biodiversity Park

SOPHIYAMATHEW
NEW OELH DECEVBER !

IN A unique sighting, the
Wroughton's free-tailed hat, a
highly rare species of molassus
b, has beenspottd atthe Del
Development Autharity (DDA
Yamuna Bodiversity Park.

This i species is primarily
found in the Western Ghats
Where there s only one known
breeding colony. Smallcolonies
have alo been recorded inthe
Jaintia ills of Meghalaya, and a
single individual was noted in
(ambodia

“Itis a unique sighting for
Delhi,which we found during

the routine visitto the cormdor
af tha Vamuna Diadivmerits

Park " s Fayaz A Khuckar, bio-
diversity expert and scentistin-
charge under the Biodiversity
Parks Programme,

A statement by the DDA

Biodiversity Park states thatthe  §
spexies s easily recognisablet 8

bat researchers, It is charac-
teris byt rgesize ugeears
extending beyond the muzle,
and bi-coloured velvet fur, The
statement added that itypically
roostsin caves or dark, damp,
and slightly warm places in
moderate colonies.
Wroughton'sfreetalled hat
isecologallyimportant o eg-
Watinginsect populationsand i
also known o assstn pollng-
tom, Until 2000, the species was

considered rtcallyendangered
hasauea af 3 rinala lnaum nan

R Lisasdata deficient.
According to Khudsar, de-
spitetssconery acentury ago,
very little s known about the
hat'sfoeding ecology, The bat
species has powerfulfiying ca-
pabilites, allowing it to forage
lation inthe Western Ghats, ~ species was placed on the  longdistances.

Later, with discoveriesn three ~ International  Union for  Thesighting s significant for

Aiffaennt lnsaliting tha hat  Caneametinn af Nyt (N Dalhi hassies it ie lnaum tn ha

Wroughton's ree-taled bati primarily found inWestern
(Ghats, Ceci Mohan g, offer DA Vot Bersly P

home toaround 1 speces four
0f which have been considered
Jocally extinct, the Indian fase
Yampire theback bearded tomb
b, the Egypcian fre-taled bit,
andthe Incan pipisrelle
According to the statement,
"two decades of ecological

S restoration”have contributed to

theestablshment o very spe-
ml&dnimn' Itabonatad that
restored forest ofthe Avaval
Bmdmm'y Fark, managed by
the DDA, has become the only
known roosting site for the
Byth's horseshoe bt in D,
" Thisisa testimony of o
Jong scientific nterventions fa-
cilitate rewilding of many
species,reclaiming ther histor-

ical geographical ranges, the
ehatamant sddad

NEXT
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Wroughton's free-tailed bat, a rare molossus bat species,
spotted at the Delhi Development Authority's Yamuna
Biodiversity Park.

Species Details:

Primarily found in the Western Ghats with one known
breeding colony.

Small colonies recorded in Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya, and a
single sighting in Cambodia.

Recognizable by its large size, huge ears, and bicolored
velvet fur.

Ecological Importance:

Regulates insect populations and assists in pollination.
Classified as "data deficient" by IUCN due to limited
knowledge about its feeding ecology and powerful flying
capabilities.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIll) —Page-17 ! * The Arctic tundra has traditionally stored carbon for
thousands of years in permafrost, which prevents the
i release of CO2 and methane (GHGs) into the
: T, % osadea i ! atmosphere.
Arctc tundra emitting more carbon than it absorbs, confirms study e oo 1.8 o s omen o7 calfom:
ek eropleasyabs double the amount found in the atmosphere.
T .+ Recent Shift in Emissions:
o Vet '+ Due to rising temperatures and increased wildfires, the
i | Arctic tundra has become a source of carbon emissions,
; releasing CO2 and methane.
i1 * The Arctic is warming at four times the global rate,
! leading to thawing permafrost, which activates microbes
that decompose organic matter, releasing GHGs.

illpatsoftheglobe

ALINDCHAUHAN Pt 0
VEWDELH DECENBER) Howdoestietminsomaaton) e

Inatypic

ARCTIC TUNDRA, a frozen tr
Aich ha bon
Jears, s now b

reak down
cules and retum

k.
afthe TheHoltedahlfonnaicefielin
i Svalbard, Norway,in 2023, Rt

foundthatemissions
st I

Ut doublethe
tmosphere, accord-

{ WhylstheArctctundraemitting more

b bty o, Do S : * Impact of Wildfires:
i+ The Arctic has experienced an increase in wildfires, with
; 2023 being the worst wildfire season on record.
: e Wildfires contribute additional GHGs and accelerate
; permafrost thawing, further enhancing emissions.
i+ This shift from carbon storage to carbon emissions
: exacerbates climate change, potentially speeding up

global warmineg.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

Air-Economy(GSlIl)
India Becomes 3rd Largest Exporter Of Smartphones In

AKASHVANI

8 @airnewsalerts @ www.newsonair.gov.in @ newsonairofficial

India has become the 3rd largest exporter of
smartphones in the world, which was on the 23rd rank in
2019. The country’s smartphone exports have also
breached the 20 thousand crore rupees mark in a single
month, in November 2024. Sharing a news article on a
social media platform, Union Minister of Electronics and
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw lauded this
achievement and termed it as ‘Making Bharat Story’.
This achievement outshines production-linked incentive
(PLI) scheme commitment to export 70-75 per cent of
production value in the financial year 2024-25.
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e Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh
Chauhan outlined a six-point strategy to boost farmers'
income in India.

* The strategy includes increasing production, reducing
costs, ensuring fair prices, compensating for natural
disaster losses, promoting agricultural diversification,
and encouraging natural and organic farming. Farmers
also receive loans at low interest rates and subsidies for
fertilizers and mechanized farming. In the previous year,
farmers received subsidies worth X2.14 lakh crore.

Govt Prepares 6-Point Strategy To Increase Income Of
Farmers

e e e v
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OPEC Fund Approves Nearly 1 Billion Dollars In
Development Financing For Final Quarter 2024

e

The OPEC Fund for International Development has
approved nearly 1 billion dollars in new development
financing during the final quarter of 2024. The approvals
were made at its 190th Governing Board meeting held in
Vienna.

The financing package will support development
initiatives across Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America,
focusing on infrastructure development, food security,
renewable energy projects, and economic resilience.

Do you know ?

The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries
(OPEC) is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization,
created at the Baghdad Conference on September 10—
14, 1960, by Iran, Irag, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and
Venezuela.



