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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)-Page3 • West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee launched 
the "Banglar Bari" scheme to provide houses for the rural 
poor.

• Funds released to 42 beneficiaries across 21 districts.
• Over 12 lakh beneficiaries eligible for the first instalment.
• Scheme Details:

• Each family to receive ₹1.20 lakh for house 
construction, with ₹60,000 as the first instalment.

• Beneficiaries in Jangalmahal and Darjeeling hills to 
receive ₹1.30 lakh.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page10
Minorities Rights Day, observed annually on December 18, 
commemorates the adoption of the UN Declaration on the 
Rights of Persons Belonging to National or Ethnic, Religious, 
and Linguistic Minorities in 1992.
Origin of Minority Rights
• Historical Context: Early recognition in Austria (1867), 

Hungary (1868), and Switzerland (1874).
• Post-WWI Treaties: Minority protections codified in 

treaties with Poland, Czechoslovakia, Romania, Greece, 
and Yugoslavia.

• Universal Declaration of Human Rights: Article 27 
guarantees the right to culture and community 
participation.
Constituent Assembly Debate
• Framers of the Indian Constitution, led by leaders 

like Pandit G.B. Pant and Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, 
ensured minority rights were integral to the 
Constitution.

• Articles 25 to 30: Address minority rights, 
recognizing the importance of preserving diversity 
and ensuring equality.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page13 The Standing Committee of Parliament on Agriculture, led 
by Congress leader Charanjit Singh Channi, recommended a 
legally guaranteed Minimum Support Price (MSP) for crops.
• It Suggested increasing the annual amount from ₹6,000 

to ₹12,000.
• Proposed extending benefits to tenant farmers and farm 

laborers.
Significance of MSP:
• Essential for safeguarding farmers’ livelihoods.
• Promotes rural economic growth and enhances national 

food security.
• Stimulates economic activity in farming areas, benefiting 

local businesses.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)  –Page-4 • Wroughton's free-tailed bat, a rare molossus bat species, 
spotted at the Delhi Development Authority's Yamuna 
Biodiversity Park.

• Species Details:
Primarily found in the Western Ghats with one known 
breeding colony.
Small colonies recorded in Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya, and a 
single sighting in Cambodia.
Recognizable by its large size, huge ears, and bicolored 
velvet fur.

• Ecological Importance:
Regulates insect populations and assists in pollination.
Classified as "data deficient" by IUCN due to limited 
knowledge about its feeding ecology and powerful flying 
capabilities.
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Indian Express-Environment(GSIII)  –Page-17 • The Arctic tundra has traditionally stored carbon for 
thousands of years in permafrost, which prevents the 
release of CO2 and methane (GHGs) into the 
atmosphere.

• Arctic soils store over 1.6 trillion metric tonnes of carbon, 
double the amount found in the atmosphere.

• Recent Shift in Emissions:
• Due to rising temperatures and increased wildfires, the 

Arctic tundra has become a source of carbon emissions, 
releasing CO2 and methane.

• The Arctic is warming at four times the global rate, 
leading to thawing permafrost, which activates microbes 
that decompose organic matter, releasing GHGs.

• Impact of Wildfires:
• The Arctic has experienced an increase in wildfires, with 

2023 being the worst wildfire season on record.
• Wildfires contribute additional GHGs and accelerate 

permafrost thawing, further enhancing emissions.
• This shift from carbon storage to carbon emissions 

exacerbates climate change, potentially speeding up 
global warming.
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Air-Economy(GSIII)
• India has become the 3rd largest exporter of 

smartphones in the world, which was on the 23rd rank in 
2019. The country’s smartphone exports have also 
breached the 20 thousand crore rupees mark in a single 
month, in November 2024. Sharing a news article on a 
social media platform, Union Minister of Electronics and 
Information Technology Ashwini Vaishnaw lauded this 
achievement and termed it as ‘Making Bharat Story’.

• This achievement outshines production-linked incentive 
(PLI) scheme commitment to export 70-75 per cent of 
production value in the financial year 2024-25.

.
• .
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Air-Economy(GSIII)
• Agriculture and Farmers Welfare Minister Shivraj Singh 

Chauhan outlined a six-point strategy to boost farmers' 
income in India. 

• The strategy includes increasing production, reducing 
costs, ensuring fair prices, compensating for natural 
disaster losses, promoting agricultural diversification, 
and encouraging natural and organic farming. Farmers 
also receive loans at low interest rates and subsidies for 
fertilizers and mechanized farming. In the previous year, 
farmers received subsidies worth ₹2.14 lakh crore.

.
• .
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Air-IR(GSII)Economy(GSIII)
• The OPEC Fund for International Development has 

approved nearly 1 billion dollars in new development 
financing during the final quarter of 2024. The approvals 
were made at its 190th Governing Board meeting held in 
Vienna.

• The financing package will support development 
initiatives across Africa, Asia, Europe, and Latin America, 
focusing on infrastructure development, food security, 
renewable energy projects, and economic resilience.

Do you know ?
• The Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 

(OPEC) is a permanent, intergovernmental Organization, 
created at the Baghdad Conference on September 10–
14, 1960, by Iran, Iraq, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and 
Venezuela.
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