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The Hindu-GS2(IR)-Page1 • NSA Ajit Doval met Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in 
Beijing for the first boundary talks since 2019.
Discussions focused on maintaining peace and 
tranquillity at the Line of Actual Control (LAC).
Key Outcomes:
Positive affirmation of the latest disengagement 
agreement (October 2024) for patrolling and grazing.
Emphasis on learning from the four-year military 
standoff to prevent future conflicts.

• The talks led to positive directions for cross-border 
exchanges, including the resumption of the Kailash 
Mansarovar pilgrimage, data sharing on trans-border 
rivers, and border trade.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Space(GSIII)-Page4 • Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) commenced 
the assembly of the Human Rated Launch Vehicle Mark-3 
(HLVM3) for the Gaganyaan mission's maiden uncrewed
flight.
Assembly taking place at Satish Dhawan Space Centre 
(SDSC), Sriharikota.

• Gaganyaan project aims to demonstrate human 
spaceflight capability by launching a crew of three 
members to an orbit of 400 km for a three-day mission 
and safely returning them to Earth.

• ISRO plans three uncrewed missions and one crewed 
mission under the programme.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page10 • The Union Home Ministry reimposed the Protected Area 
Regime (PAR) in Manipur, Nagaland, and Mizoram due to 
growing security concerns from the influx of foreigners 
from neighboring countries.

• Foreigners visiting these states must now seek prior 
permission and special permits.

• The relaxation, which had been in place for 14 years, has 
been withdrawn.
Foreigners are discouraged from visiting protected areas 
unless there are extraordinary reasons.

• With this reimposition, the movement of foreigners 
visiting Manipur will be closely monitored, and they are 
required to obtain the necessary Protected Area Permits 
(PAP) in accordance with the Foreigners (Protected 
Areas) Order, 1958,”
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The Hindu-Environment(GSIII)  –Page-12 • The Supreme Court directed the Centre to create a 
comprehensive policy for managing sacred groves across 
India.

• Sacred groves are patches of trees traditionally protected 
by local communities for their religious and cultural 
significance. 

• They also contribute to the conservation of the local 
biodiversity. 

• These small forests are commonly found in Tamil Nadu, 
Kerala, Karnataka and Maharashtra. 

• The recommendation by a Special Bench of Justices B.R. 
Gavai, S.V.N. Bhatti and Sandeep Mehta was based on a 
petition highlighting the vanishing groves of Rajasthan.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)  –Page-7 • Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Kuwait on 
December 21-22, 2024, marking the first trip by an 
Indian Prime Minister to the Gulf nation in 43 years.

• Invited by Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the visit aims to strengthen the multifaceted 
ties between India and Kuwait. 

• Modi will hold discussions with Kuwait's leadership and 
interact with the Indian community. 

• India is a major trading partner of Kuwait, with bilateral 
trade reaching $10.47 billion in 2023-24, and India is the 
sixth-largest crude supplier to India. 

• Kuwait also has significant investments in India, 
exceeding $10 billion. 

• The countries share deep historical and cultural ties, 
dating back to pre-oil times. The last Indian Prime 
Minister to visit Kuwait was Indira Gandhi in 1981.
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)  –Page-19 The government is considering discontinuing the Sovereign 
Gold Bond (SGB) scheme due to high financing costs.
Objective and Impact:
SGBs were issued to boost investment in gold.
Recent import duty cut on gold has raised demand, 
potentially achieving the same objective.
What is the SGB Scheme?:
Debt securities issued by RBI on behalf of the government.
Each unit represents one gram of gold.
Offers 2.5% annual interest, protection of gold quantity, and 
redemption in Indian rupees based on market price.

.
• .
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PIB-Species (GSIII) • India Conducted First-ever Ganges River Dolphin Tagging 
in Assam

• This effort is a part of Project Dolphin, a major initiative 
aimed at conserving India’s National Aquatic Animal, the 
Ganges River Dolphin

• The species is nearly blind and uses echolocation for 
navigation.

• Habitat and Distribution : Dolphins prefer water that is 
at least five to eight feet deep.

They are usually found in turbulent waters, where 
there are enough fish for them to feed on.
Gangetic dolphins live in a zone where there is little or 
no current, helping them save energy. If they sense 
danger, they can dive into deep waters.
The dolphin is found in India, Bangladesh and Nepal.

Protection status : It is a Schedule I animal under the Wild 
Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

It has been declared an endangered species by the 
International Union for Conservation of Nature.
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Air-IR(GSII) • The first round of Foreign Office Consultations between 
India and Liberia were held in Monrovia yesterday. It was 
co-chaired by Additional Secretary, Ministry of External 
Affairs, Sevala Naik Mude and Liberia’s Foreign Affairs 
Minister Sara Beysolow Nyanti. Both sides undertook a 
comprehensive review of the entire gamut of India-
Liberia bilateral relations encompassing key areas of 
bilateral cooperation including trade, investment, 
mining, agriculture, health and pharmaceuticals, 
education, capacity building and people-to-people 
exchanges.

• They agreed to further deepen and diversify bilateral ties 
in key areas of contemporary relevance such as Digital 
Public Infrastructure, energy development and 
development cooperation. The Co-Chairs also held in-
depth discussions and exchanged perspectives on key 
issues of regional and global importance. Both sides 
noted with appreciation that India-Liberia have agreed 
for support of their UNSC non-permanent seat 
candidatures for the year 2028-29 on reciprocal basis.
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Air-Geography(GSI) 
• In the island nation of Vanuatu, a powerful 7.3 

magnitude earthquake struck yesterday, with its 
epicentre located near the capital, Port Vila

• Vanuatu, located in the southwest Pacific Ocean, is an 
archipelago consisting of 13 main islands and numerous 
smaller ones. It lies approximately 800 km west of Fiji 
and 1,770 km east of Australia.

.
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