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The Hindu-GS2(IR)-Pagel

Positive signals emerge
from India-China talks

India, China take partin first meeting of Special Representatives in five vears; Doval and Wang
affirm outcome of LAC disengagement, discuss resumption of Mansarovar vatra, border trade

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

ndia and China “posi-
lliwly affirmed” the

outcome of their dis-
engagement agreement on
the Line of Actual Control
(LAC), as National Security
Adviser Ajit Doval met with
Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi in Beijing on Wed-
nesday for the first boun
dary talks between the
Special ~ Representatives
(SRs) since 2019,

During the talks, Mr. Do-
val and Mr. Wang said that
it was important to “draw
from the lessons” of the
four-year-long  military
stand-off at the LAC, in or-
der to maintain peace and
tranquillity on the border.
They also discussed other
ties that were derailed due

One step forward: National Security Adviser Ajit Doval with

Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yiin Beijing on Wednesday. P1

directions” for cross-bor-
der exchanges, including
the resumption of the Kai-
lash Mansarovar pilgrim-
age from India to Tibet, da-
ta sharing on trans-border
rivers, and border trade.

A statement issued by

and Mr. Wang held “sub
stantive discussions” dur
ing the Special Representa-
tives dialogue and reached
a “six-point consensus”,
which would see efforts to
maintain peace at the bor-
ders and develop bilateral

ternal Affairs did not refer
to a “six-point” consensus,
it reiterated most of the
same points on promoting
exchanges.

No talk of direct flights
Significantly, in the state-
ment issued after the talks,
the SRs did not refer to the
resumption of direct flights
and the restoration of jour-
nalist exchanges, which
were discussed when Mr.
Wang met External Affairs
Minister S. Jaishankar in
Rio de Janeiro last month,
However, after a meet-
ing between Mr. Doval and
Chinese  Vice-President
Han Zheng in Beijing, an
official readout stressed
the need to restore ex-
changes in “economic, cul-
tural and trade” areas.

-
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NSA Ajit Doval met Chinese Foreign Minister Wang Yi in
Beijing for the first boundary talks since 2019.
Discussions focused on maintaining peace and
tranquillity at the Line of Actual Control (LAC).

Key Outcomes:

Positive affirmation of the latest disengagement
agreement (October 2024) for patrolling and grazing.
Emphasis on learning from the four-year military
standoff to prevent future conflicts.

The talks led to positive directions for cross-border
exchanges, including the resumption of the Kailash
Mansarovar pilgrimage, data sharing on trans-border
rivers, and border trade.
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Gaganvaan: assembly of
HINM3 begins at ISRO
for uncrewed flight

The Hindu BEarean
BENGALLU R

The Indian Space Rescarch
Organisation on Wednes-
day commenced the as-
sembly of thve Human Rat-
ed Faunch Vehicle NMark-3
CRIIOVACE) fo the Ciagmn-
nyaan mMisshon’'s roaicken
uncreveect Mighe,

The assemmbly of the
HILVM2 is takings place at
the Satish Dhawan Space
Centre (SDSOC) in Srihariko-
ta and the uncrewoed flight
is expocted 1o take placoe
early nexa year from the
SPROCE T

AL OSaS hirs on Decen-
ber 1S, 2024 ar SDSC, the
stacking of the nozzile end
segmment with fall fex seal
noezle of thhe S22 muotor
took place, thhaas COommmess
ing thhve oftficial launch carm-
prxaign of she FILVANEI-CRY
ONM -1 muissson.,”” it saicd.

It further added thaat the
preparation of both S200
motors will mow involdve as
sembling scogments, Con
tror] systemns, and avionics.

“L110O and C32 stages for
the HINMIE are ready art the

The ISRO begins assembily of
HIVME Iin Sranaricota on
Wadrnesdary . A

rTegrarkon arnd tests will take
place subseguently =t
LIRS it aacdded.

Project bhackgrossncd
The Gagsanyaaamn peroject «n-
visagses a demaoarsaration of
hwurmnman spaceflight capakbil
ity by Iaunchingsg a crew ot
thiree members o an orbat
of 200 kn for a charoco-day
miisssorn and borimnginge thom
back safely o Earth by
Landing in sca waters.
Uindsey the programme

NEXT
1 AS]

Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) commenced
the assembly of the Human Rated Launch Vehicle Mark-3
(HLVM3) for the Gaganyaan mission's maiden uncrewed
flight.

Assembly taking place at Satish Dhawan Space Centre
(SDSC), Sriharikota.

Gaganyaan project aims to demonstrate human
spaceflight capability by launching a crew of three
members to an orbit of 400 km for a three-day mission
and safely returning them to Earth.

ISRO plans three uncrewed missions and one crewed
mission under the programme.
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Foreigners’ entry restricted in
Manipur, Mizoram, Nagaland

Centre reimposes Protected Area Regime amid ‘Security concerns arising out of influx from

neighbouring countries’ foreigners will have to seek permission and permits to visit the 3 States

Vijaita Singh
NEW DELHI

he Union Home M-~ (S00gS
I nistry has reim- SR
posed the Protect- 8

ed Area Regime (PAR) in
Manipur, Nagaland, and

no such organisation
called “Kuki-Zo Council”
existed in Manipur, claim-
ing that the “origin and
authenticity of this group
are highly questionable”.
“There is no district by
the name Lamka, men-

damad analandaiiaubaua lu

-
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The Union Home Ministry reimposed the Protected Area
Regime (PAR) in Manipur, Nagaland, and Mizoram due to
growing security concerns from the influx of foreigners
from neighboring countries.

Foreigners visiting these states must now seek prior
permission and special permits.

The relaxation, which had been in place for 14 years, has
been withdrawn.

Foreigners are discouraged from visiting protected areas
unless there are extraordinary reasons.

With this reimposition, the movement of foreigners
visiting Manipur will be closely monitored, and they are
required to obtain the necessary Protected Area Permits
(PAP) in accordance with the Foreigners (Protected
Areas) Order, 1958,”
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Formulate policy to manage
sacred groves, SC tells govt.

Union Environment Ministry asked to develop plan for nationwide survey of groves, which are
traditionally safeguarded by local commumities, for its ecological value and cultural significance

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
on Wednesday di
rected the Centre

to create a comprehensive
policy for the management
of sacred groves across the
country.

Sacred groves are patch-
es of trees traditionally
protected by local com-
munities for their religious
and cultural significance
They also contribute to the
conservation of the local
biodiversity. These small
forests  are  commonly
found in Tamil Nadu, Kera-
la, Karnataka and Maha
rashtra. The recommenda-
tion by a Special Bench of
Justices B.R. Gavai, SV.N.
Bhatti and Sandeep Mehta

ment of wildlife and its
habitat is primarily the res-
ponsibility of the States.
The Centre had noted that
the Wild Life (Protection)
Act, 1972, empowered
States for declaration of
any private or community
land, as a community re-
serve, for protecting fauna,

Save biodiversity: These small fc
Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and

sts are commanly found in

Maharashtra. THULAS KAKKA

and Climate Change to
spearhead the efforts to
protect these precious
sources of biodiversity.
The Ministry was asked
to develop a plan for a na
tionwide survey of sacred
groves. The court said the
survey must identify the
area and extent of the

the Centre that the Nation-
al Forest Policy of 1988,
backed by the top court’s
interventions through the
T.N. Godavarman Thiru
mulpad batch of cases, en-
couraged  communities
with customary rights to
improve these forest patch-
es on which they depend
for their needs.

Village’s efforts

The judgment narrated the
story of Piplantri village in
Rajasthan, where barren
land was transformed to
lush green groves due to
the efforts of the people.
“Piplantri village shows
how a community-driven
initiative came to effective-
ly address social, ecologi
cal and environmental
challenges in a cohesive

-

NEXT
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The Supreme Court directed the Centre to create a
comprehensive policy for managing sacred groves across
India.

Sacred groves are patches of trees traditionally protected
by local communities for their religious and cultural
significance.

They also contribute to the conservation of the local
biodiversity.

These small forests are commonly found in Tamil Nadu,
Kerala, Karnataka and Maharashtra.

The recommendation by a Special Bench of Justices B.R.
Gavai, S.V.N. Bhatti and Sandeep Mehta was based on a
petition highlighting the vanishing groves of Rajasthan.
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Modi to visit Kuwait on Dec 21-22,
first Indian PM todo soin 43 years

SHUBHAJITROY

NEW DELHI DECEMBER 18

PRIME MINISTER Narendra
Modi will visit Kuwait on
December 21-22, thefirst Indian
Prime Minister to do so in 43
years.

Announcing the visit on
Wednesday, the Ministry of
External Affairs said that
Kuwait's Amir, Sheikh Meshal
Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
had extended the invitation and
during the visit, the Prime
Minister will hold discussions
with the leadership of Kuwait.
Modi will also interact with the
Indian community in Kuwait.

portunity to further h
the multifaceted ties betwee
India and Kuwait,” the MEA
statement said.

“India and Kuwait share tra-
ditionally close and friendly re-
lations which are rooted in his-
tory and have beenunderpinned
byeconomicand strong people-
to-neople linkages. India is

PM Narendra Modi with NCP (SP) chief Sharad Pawar and
farmers during a meeting in Delhi, Wednesday. r

among the top trading partners

) st expatriate
community in Kuwait," the
statement said

Recent high-level meetings
include that of Prime Minister M
Modi with Kuwait's Crown
Prince on the sidelines of UNGA
in September 2024,

In 2024. the foreien ministe-

- cludp that of Exte

rial visits from India to Kuwait in-
al Affairs
Minister S Jaishankar on August
18. Similarly, the Foreign ministe-
rial visits from Kuwait to Indiain-
clude that of Abdullah Ali Al-
Yahya, Minister of Foreign Affairs,
from December 3-4duringwhich
he also called on Prime Minister
Modiand extended Kuwaiti lead-
ershio'sinvitation tovisit Kuwait.

Both the foreign ministers also

Committee meetinginRiyadhon
September 9.

India and Kuwait have insti-
sed their cooperation
through mechanisms suchas the
Joint  Commission  for
Cooperation {JCC) that was es-

4 tablished during the visit of

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister to India
in December 2024, which is
headed at the Foreign Minister
level, seven new Joint Working
Groups(JWGs)have been estab-
lished in the areas of trade, in-
vestment, education, technol-
ogy, agriculture, security, and
culture.

Kuwait is among India's top
trading partners, with bilateral
trade valied at USD 1047 billion
2023-24. Itis India's 6th
est crude supplier, meeting
J¥ofthe country’s energy needs.
Indian exports to Kuwait
reached USD 2 billion for the first
time, while investments by the
Kuwait Investment Authority in
India exceed USD 10 billion.

Kuwait remains a reliable en-
ergy partner, ranking as India's

e 6th largest supplier of crude oil

and 4th lar

stof LPC.

WO natio ud
ing Indian leaders such as Vice
President Dr Zakir Husain
(1965), Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi (1981) and Vice
President Shn Hamid Ansari
(2009). The VVIP visits from
Kuwait to India were of Crown
Prince and Prime Minister
Sheildh Sabah Al-Salem Al-Sabah
(1964); Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah( 1980)
gain in 1983 (for the NAM
Summit; Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
(2006); Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sahah (2013},

Amir Sheikh Sabah Al
Ahmed Al jaber Al Sabah visited

2017. The last h
from either side v
Prime Minister of Kuwait
in2013.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi will visit Kuwait on
December 21-22, 2024, marking the first trip by an
Indian Prime Minister to the Gulf nation in 43 years.
Invited by Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, the visit aims to strengthen the multifaceted
ties between India and Kuwait.

Modi will hold discussions with Kuwait's leadership and
interact with the Indian community.

India is a major trading partner of Kuwait, with bilateral
trade reaching $10.47 billion in 2023-24, and India is the
sixth-largest crude supplier to India.

Kuwait also has significant investments in India,
exceeding $10 billion.

The countries share deep historical and cultural ties,
dating back to pre-oil times. The last Indian Prime
Minister to visit Kuwait was Indira Gandhi in 1981.
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ighcostof financing fiscal i why te Gold Bondscheme could enc

AANCHAL MAGAZINE
NEWDELH| DECEMEER 18

THE GOVERNMENT s considering discon-
tinuing the Sovereign Gold Bond (SCB]
Scheme dueto the high ost ofnancing
Offcials e ftheview that SCBs vere
sued vith he cpcive of oostnginvet-
ments in goid,but the announcement in
Buget J024-25 cutting theimport dutyon
gold has already met that ohjective and
helped ais the demand forold.

Scheme and advantages
The Govermment ofinia nancesits -
cal defctthroughvarious mstmumens, in-

cucing dated securies the Nationa mall
SavingsFund (NSSF), provadent Funds, and
Sovereign Gold Bands SCBs

SCBs are debt securite issued by the
ReserveBankof nia( R onehalfofthe
government. Each unit denates  gram of
gold. These bonds offerthe flexibiliy of
radinginthesecondary market T nter-
tin CBsis edat 5% peranmumenthe
ampuntofniil investment

Thequanditycfepldforwhic heinvestor
Doy s prtected,snceshe receves the o
gingmatetpriceathetimeofredemption
arprematureredemption The nieessiei-
allycreied semiamnlly o the iwestor's
bank account The st interstis payableon
maturity dong with the principl

Hoeterreminaciehsunt Realation and concerns
SCBsisthaton maturty theborids et re- +— Theviewin the poverment s tht he
deemed inlndianrupees,and theredemp-  cost o fiancing the fscal defic thmugh
ton pice i hased on  simple average of B 5 quite high, and does ot dlign with
theclosingpriceafgold of 999 puriyofthe - thebenefits accring b investos from the
previos thee businessdaysrumthedate  scheme. Iniially, there used to be 10

afrepeyment aspublished by ranches of $Chisna year, it
the ndiaBaulionand ewellers: came down i four and then
AssociationJJA] i, tatwn.
Thesetondsfierabeter | POLICY Injulythegovernment -
dtemative toholdingmldin * duced the customs duty on

phyicalform due tolonverrisks and costs — gold from 15% 10 6% — thelowees n mare
ofstorage. vestors are assured of the  thana decade.

marketvalue of gold at theime ofmatu- — Whilethisdury utled toa decrease in
rityand periodicinterest While thetenor  goldprices it adsoresultedinincreased do-
of bonds s eight years, they can be re- - mandfortheyellow metal Since SChsisan
Heemed after e years. Investment aption and not 2 socil sector

scheme, the govemment isoftheviewthat
there arenat many benefs inconfinuing
withit

Inthe Budeet presented an july 23, the
aoverniment ecuced goes S ssuances o
R 18,500 crae from Rs 20 838 crorean-
nouniedinthe inerimbudgetofFebmuary L

However, no issuance of Sovereign
Gold Bonds has been made so farin the
curtent financal year(2004-25) Net bor-
Towing through SCAs has been cutto s
15,000 crore from previously estimated s
15138 ore.

SCs 3sued under Seres | of 2016-17
hich were released on August 5, 2016,
weredueforedempon i thefirstweekof
August, These SGBs were isued ata price

0fRs 3119, The value appreciation was
o than double s he price o final -
demption on August 5 was announced fo
e Rs 6938, in addition to the interest
eamedover theight-year perind.

0B Series 1 bonds Fom 2016, which
were redeemed in March this year, po-
vided a etum of 12645 over the invet-
mentvalue, along with the inferest paid
ertheeight-year lding priod.

The RBl has also announced a window
during Oetober 2024 o March 2025 orpre-
miature redempiion of gold bonds isued
between May 2017 and March 2020.
Fremature redemypion of $Chis s permit-
tedaferfveyears from thedateof sueof
stchbon,

-
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The government is considering discontinuing the Sovereign
Gold Bond (SGB) scheme due to high financing costs.
Objective and Impact:

SGBs were issued to boost investment in gold.

Recent import duty cut on gold has raised demand,
potentially achieving the same objective.

What is the SGB Scheme?:

Debt securities issued by RBI on behalf of the government.
Each unit represents one gram of gold.

Offers 2.5% annual interest, protection of gold quantity, and
redemption in Indian rupees based on market price.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

PIB-Species (GSIII)

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

India Conducts First-ever Ganges River Dolphin Tagging in Assam

The historic milestone will deepen understanding of conserving our National Aquatic Animal: Shr
Bhupender Yadav

Posted On: 18 DEC 2024 3:07PM by PIB Delhi

-

N
NEXT
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* India Conducted First-ever Ganges River Dolphin Tagging
in Assam

* This effort is a part of Project Dolphin, a major initiative
aimed at conserving India’s National Aquatic Animal, the
Ganges River Dolphin

* The species is nearly blind and uses echolocation for
navigation.

* Habitat and Distribution : Dolphins prefer water that is
at least five to eight feet deep.

They are usually found in turbulent waters, where

there are enough fish for them to feed on.

Gangetic dolphins live in a zone where there is little or

no current, helping them save energy. If they sense

danger, they can dive into deep waters.

The dolphin is found in India, Bangladesh and Nepal.
Protection status : It is a Schedule | animal under the Wild
Life (Protection) Act, 1972.

It has been declared an endangered species by the

International Union for Conservation of Nature.
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* The first round of Foreign Office Consultations between
India and Liberia were held in Monrovia yesterday. It was
co-chaired by Additional Secretary, Ministry of External
Affairs, Sevala Naik Mude and Liberia’s Foreign Affairs
Minister Sara Beysolow Nyanti. Both sides undertook a
comprehensive review of the entire gamut of India-
Liberia bilateral relations encompassing key areas of
bilateral cooperation including trade, investment,
mining, agriculture, health and pharmaceuticals,
education, capacity building and people-to-people
exchanges.

* They agreed to further deepen and diversify bilateral ties
in key areas of contemporary relevance such as Digital
Public Infrastructure, energy development and
development cooperation. The Co-Chairs also held in-
depth discussions and exchanged perspectives on key
issues of regional and global importance. Both sides
noted with appreciation that India-Liberia have agreed
for support of their UNSC non-permanent seat
candidatures for the year 2028-29 on reciprocal basis.

Air-IR(GSII)

India And Liberia Hold First Foreign Office Consultations,
Agree To Strengthen Bilateral Ties

\kashvani
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7.3 Magnitude Earthquake Hits Vanuatu, 14 Dead & Over 200
Injured

In the island nation of Vanuatu, a powerful 7.3
magnitude earthquake struck yesterday, with its
epicentre located near the capital, Port Vila

Vanuatu, located in the southwest Pacific Ocean, is an
archipelago consisting of 13 main islands and numerous
smaller ones. It lies approximately 800 km west of Fiji
and 1,770 km east of Australia.



