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HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu-GS2(IR)-Pagel

India, Kuwait elevate ties to strategic
partnership following PM Modi’s talks with
top leadership

In their discussions, the two leaders focused on boosting ties in areas of information technology,
pharmaceuticals, fintech, infrastructure and security.

India and Kuwait elevated their relationship to a strategic
partnership after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's talks with
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
Key Areas of Cooperation: Information technology,
pharmaceuticals, fintech, infrastructure, and security.

e Kuwait is among India's top trading partners, with
bilateral trade valued at USD 10.47 billion in 2023-24.
Kuwait is India's sixth-largest crude supplier, meeting 3%
of India's energy needs.

Indian exports to Kuwait reached S2 billion, and
investments by the Kuwait Investment Authority in India
exceeded S10 billion.

Updated - De 22,2024 05:06 pm IST - Kuwait City
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The Hindu-Science and Tech (GSlIIl)-Pagel0

Ave Manipur militants using Starlink devices?

Why has the recovery ofa Sarfink satelie antenna and router in Manipur in mictDecember sparked concerns’ Does Starlnk have regulatory approval in Inci
Howwexacty does Sarink prevent uses i regons which do ot have authoraion, from accessing their stelles?

EXPLAINER

SahanaVenugopal L e

The story $o far: .

ilionaire Elon Musk has denied ,,-:.-_,'-~
olime that hic enace commany | S
Ehlms}}ullus_quxetump.m,\ o -
SpaceXssatelie internet g

technology, tarink s being
e by milants in Manipur, Thiscame B
Alter the Indian Army and police setzed
weapons and whatlooked ke a
Starinkbranded stellt router and
antenna.Staink s sl peding approval
i India, though ft will e tatingin
Bangladesh and Bhutan n 2025,

Whatis Starlink?
Starlnk uses an extensive low Earth orbi
satellie constellation to deliver

work,Buttha i provided the terminal

S hasabulein geographic location

idenifer" theorised forme Indian Space
Research Onganisation (ISRO) engfneer,

| Arup Dasgupta, To help visualse how

Starlinkstops sers i prohibted regons

| from accessing s satelteintemnet, s
- Dasgupta sed the analogy of asettop

Do that does not ket TV watchers access
some channels while others who have
decess can watch these channels.

Wit regards to sefzed Starlnk devies,
Mr. Dasgupa pointed out that by tracking
the unique identiication code of the
Starlink terminal it might be passible to
fnd the uyer. Howeser, this 0 could
prove ifficult e to shadow companies
obfuscating the tral of llgal buyers, In
gssence, more nformations needed
from SpaceX and Mr. Musk to understand

8 Dow the comnany enstures that Starlnk

THE GIST

\J

The Spear Corpsofthe ndian
Ay on Decembiy 16 shared
photos on Fon Musk-owned X
ofguns, ammuniton, nd
country-mads mortars thatthe
armyand police units had
seed in Manipur, X usees
spotted a small satelte device
and router,withthe atker
bedring the SpaceX ogo

\J

i strctly requlates and
festicts the seof

satelte based communication
devices, even by Indian
Chlans and ctizens in
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Elon Musk denied claims that SpaceX's Starlink technology is
being used by militants in Manipur.

Indian Army and police seized weapons and a Starlink-
branded router and antenna in Manipur.

Starlink Overview: Uses low Earth orbit satellites to deliver
high-speed, low-latency broadband internet.

Popular in remote areas, sea vessels, disaster regions, and
under oppressive regimes.

Not authorized to provide services in some regions,
including India.

Indian Regulations:

India restricts satellite-based communication devices.
Emergency satellite features on premium phones are not
enabled in India.

Use of thuraya/iridium satellite phones is illegal under the
Indian Wireless Act and Indian Telegraph Act.



HEADLINES OF THE DAY p

The Hindu-Governance (GSII)-Pagel0

What are the new interception
rules and safeguards?

What o the new Telecommunications (Procedures and Saeguards for LawtulIntercepron of Messages)
Rules, 2024 state? Wil it ovride Rule 419 of the Incian Teegraph Rules 1917

RV

The story so far
fe Union Govemment, on
December 6, natfied the
Telecommuniceions
(Procedures and Seleguards or
Lawfulterception of Messages) Rules,
2024 which empower some enforcement
and securly agenclesto inercept phone
messages Under certain conditons. These
rulessupersede Rl 4194 of the Indln
Teegraph Rules, 1951,

What do the new rules state?

The new rules uthorise the Union Home
Secretary and the Secretary to the State
government in-charge of he Home
Departmen a the competent authoricy
to order the interception o any message
or class of messages. An offcer not below

il wanle of o Taln Canunbans bo tha alan

intereeption in ‘unavoldable
(lreumstances'(without defining such
(ireumstances) The Central Government
may lso authorise any law enlorcement
orsecurky agency o ntereept messages
for reasons specified under Secton 20(2)
ofthe Telecommunicatons Act, 2023,

" emote areasof fo opeatonal
reasons', thehead or the second senior
mostoffice o the authorised agency at
the centrallevel, and head or the second
senlor most office ofthe authorised
agency (not below the rank of 1 Polcea
the Statelvelmay alo st an nder of
interception, butthe oficer will have to
stbmit such an order to the competent
authority wihin three working days o the
dhateof s ssuance. I suchorder i not
confirmed by the compelent auharity
within seven working days from the date
of fste, such interceptionshall

hasnalautls annna Mo milas alas wsanduia

interception every s months by the
Athorsed agency and review commiliee
(inkes reuied for functonl
requirements o court directons),

How are the new rules different?
First the condliion ofnterceptionby
Athorised agencies only n emergen
cases', hasbeen relased. Intereeptionby
Athorlsed agencles s now pessble s
ot feastble or the competent authority
fosse orders i ‘remote areas o for
operational ezsons’, Second, under Rule
4194, there was o it for the pumber
OGP renkoffiers ot the tatelvel who
could be authorised for intercepton. But
now, I additon o the head ol he
authorised agency, nly (one) the second
semor most officer can be authorised or
inercepton. Third, i cse he
interception order by an authorised

a0 wak anm i o d wiildi asusn

e use for amy purpose, incuding s
evidence n court.

The Indian Telegtaph Actof 1885 had
provided te Urion Government to make
rles for the precautons to be taken for
preventing the imprope interception or
isclosure of messages, butno such
Salards were framed for ¢ long ime.
The safeguards and procedure of
interception under Rul 4194 were
noffied only in March, 2007, consequen
(o the diections ssued by the Supreme
Courtin Peoples Union for Cal Libeties
(PUGE)sersis. Urion of i and Avter
In 1996, The Supreme Court, n this case,
notonly elaborated the terms ‘public
emergency o inthe nteest of the public
salty', butalso held thatthe right to
privacy cannot be curtaled abitrarly
Wwithout Laying down safeguards which are
Just, far and reasonable.

Whatare concerns about new rules?
While the pre-tequiste of‘emergent
cases'or nterception by authorsed
agences has been reaved without
aditonalchecks, the rules are crificised
for ot fxing any accountebiity for the
Wilfl misuse of powersof interception by
authorised agencie. The rules are slent
about puniveactions fany authorised
apency abuses the powersof nerception
for a period p toseven days, before s
confirmation by the competent authorfy

I VE Ea o Brsass ass Tsdinss Malian Dosaiilas
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The e ruls atharie the
Union Home Secretary and the
Secreary o the Sate
guiemment i chargeof he
Home Depariment asthe
competent authority o order
the interception ofany
fiessage O cass of messages,

¥

The Indian Telegraph Actof
1885 had provided he Union
Governrient o make s for
the precautons o bekaken
prevetingthe mpreper
Intception or disclosure of
eSS bl o sch
seleyads wereramed for 3
long tme.

¥

The ules areslent about
puritv acions fany
thorised agency abuses the
s of ntereeption.

-

[\
NEXT
L1 |AS]

The Union Government notified the Telecommunica
(Procedures and Safeguards for Lawful Interception of
Messages) Rules, 2024.
These rules empower enforcement and security agencies
to intercept phone messages under specific conditions,
replacing Rule 419A of the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951.
In remote areas or for operational reasons, senior
officers can issue interception orders but must submit to
competent authority within three days.

* If not confirmed within seven days, interception

ceases.

Records of interception must be destroyed every six
months unless required for functional requirements or
court directions.
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The principle behind the working of a
speed gun, used for motlon trackmg
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What is a Speed Gun?:
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A device to measure the speed of a moving object
without contact.
Uses electromagnetic radiation and the Doppler
effect to infer speed.
Used by law enforcement, coaches, and various
industries for accurate motion tracking.
Doppler Effect: Named after physicist Christian
Doppler.
* Relies on relative velocity and frequency
change of waves (e.g., sound or radio waves).
* Higher frequency when moving towards the
observer, lower when moving away.
How Speed Guns Work: Developed during
WWII for military use, applying the Doppler
effect using radio waves.
e Consist of a radio transmitter and receiver.
* Transmitter emits radio waves directed at an
object; receiver captures reflected waves.
e The frequency difference between emitted and
received waves helps calculate speed.
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PIB-Economy(GSilIl)

Ministy of Agricufure & Famers Wekare

National Farmers' Day

Empowering ‘Annadatas' for  Prosperous Nafion

Poste O 22 DEC 2024 4:57PM by PIE Dehi
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Farmers, the lifeblood of the nation and revered as
‘Annadatas’, are the foundation of India’s prosperity.
Their relentless toil feeds the nation, sustains the rural
economy, and ensures the strength of every household.
National Farmers’ Day, observed on 23rd December,
celebrates their invaluable contribution.

This day marks the birth anniversary of Shri Chaudhary
Charan Singh, India’s fifth Prime Minister, renowned for
his deep understanding of rural issues and unwavering
advocacy for farmers’ welfare.

It is a moment to honour our farmers’ unwavering
dedication and recognise their pivotal role in shaping the
nation’s progress.
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PIB-Environment(GSlII) India State of Forest Report 2023 (ISFR 2023)Released by
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav at the Forest
Research Institute, Dehradun.

Forest and Tree Cover:

Total Forest and Tree cover: 8,27,357 sq km (25.17% of
India's geographical area).

Forest Cover: 7,15,343 sq km (21.76%).

Tree Cover: 1,12,014 sq km (3.41%).

Top States for Cover Increase:

Maximum increase in forest and tree cover: Chhattisgarh
(684 sg km), Uttar Pradesh (559 sq km), Odisha (559 sq km),
Rajasthan (394 sq km).

Maximum increase in forest cover: Mizoram (242 sq km),
Gujarat (180 sg km), Odisha (152 sq km).

Top States for Largest Cover:Largest forest and tree cover:
Madhya Pradesh (85,724 sq km), Arunachal Pradesh (67,083
sq km), Maharashtra (65,383 sq km).

Largest forest cover: Madhya Pradesh (77,073 sq km),
Arunachal Pradesh (65,882 sq km), Chhattisgarh (55,812 sq
km).

Minity ofEnvironmen, Forestand Cimate Change

Arr

Urion Mimster Bhupender Yaday Releases nc tatgof Forest Report 2023

Posted On: 21 DECZ024 1.06PM by PIB D
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Summary of 55th GST Council Meeting Decisions =

* Tax Rate Changes: Reduction of GST rate on Fortified Rice
Kernel (FRK) to 5%.

Full GST exemption on gene therapy and third-party
motor vehicle premium contributions to the Motor
Vehicle Accident Fund.No GST on transactions involving
vouchers.

* Banking Operations: Penal charges by banks and NBFCs
for non-compliance with loan terms will not attract GST.

* Pre-deposit amount for penalty-related appeals reduced
from 25% to 10%.

e Tax Rate Revisions and Exemptions: Extended
exemptions for specific imports and goods used in
government welfare schemes.

e Concessional 5% GST rate on food inputs for free
distribution under government programs will continue.

* Clarified tax classifications for items like popcorn and

pepper.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

DD News -Economy(GSlIl)

B5th GST Council Meeting: Tax Rate Changes And Compliance Reforms
Announced
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