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The Hindu-GS2(IR)-Page1 India and Kuwait elevated their relationship to a strategic 
partnership after Prime Minister Narendra Modi's talks with 
Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh Meshal Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah.
Key Areas of Cooperation: Information technology, 
pharmaceuticals, fintech, infrastructure, and security.
• Kuwait is among India's top trading partners, with 

bilateral trade valued at USD 10.47 billion in 2023-24.
Kuwait is India's sixth-largest crude supplier, meeting 3% 
of India's energy needs.
Indian exports to Kuwait reached $2 billion, and 
investments by the Kuwait Investment Authority in India 
exceeded $10 billion.
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The Hindu-Science and Tech  (GSIII)-Page10 Elon Musk denied claims that SpaceX's Starlink technology is 
being used by militants in Manipur.
Indian Army and police seized weapons and a Starlink-
branded router and antenna in Manipur.
Starlink Overview: Uses low Earth orbit satellites to deliver 
high-speed, low-latency broadband internet.
Popular in remote areas, sea vessels, disaster regions, and 
under oppressive regimes.
Not authorized to provide services in some regions, 
including India.
Indian Regulations:
India restricts satellite-based communication devices.
Emergency satellite features on premium phones are not 
enabled in India.
Use of thuraya/iridium satellite phones is illegal under the 
Indian Wireless Act and Indian Telegraph Act.
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The Hindu-Governance (GSII)-Page10
• The Union Government notified the Telecommunications 

(Procedures and Safeguards for Lawful Interception of 
Messages) Rules, 2024.
These rules empower enforcement and security agencies 
to intercept phone messages under specific conditions, 
replacing Rule 419A of the Indian Telegraph Rules, 1951.

• In remote areas or for operational reasons, senior 
officers can issue interception orders but must submit to 
competent authority within three days.
• If not confirmed within seven days, interception 

ceases.
• Records of interception must be destroyed every six 

months unless required for functional requirements or 
court directions.
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The Hindu-Science and Tech (GSIII)-Page11
• What is a Speed Gun?:

• A device to measure the speed of a moving object 
without contact.

• Uses electromagnetic radiation and the Doppler 
effect to infer speed.

• Used by law enforcement, coaches, and various 
industries for accurate motion tracking.

• Doppler Effect: Named after physicist Christian 
Doppler.
• Relies on relative velocity and frequency 

change of waves (e.g., sound or radio waves).
• Higher frequency when moving towards the 

observer, lower when moving away.
How Speed Guns Work: Developed during 
WWII for military use, applying the Doppler 
effect using radio waves.

• Consist of a radio transmitter and receiver.
• Transmitter emits radio waves directed at an 

object; receiver captures reflected waves.
• The frequency difference between emitted and 

received waves helps calculate speed.
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PIB-Economy(GSIII)  • Farmers, the lifeblood of the nation and revered as 
‘Annadatas’, are the foundation of India’s prosperity.

• Their relentless toil feeds the nation, sustains the rural 
economy, and ensures the strength of every household.

• National Farmers’ Day, observed on 23rd December, 
celebrates their invaluable contribution. 

• This day marks the birth anniversary of Shri Chaudhary 
Charan Singh, India’s fifth Prime Minister, renowned for 
his deep understanding of rural issues and unwavering 
advocacy for farmers’ welfare. 

• It is a moment to honour our farmers’ unwavering 
dedication and recognise their pivotal role in shaping the 
nation’s progress.

.
• .
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PIB-Environment(GSIII)  India State of Forest Report 2023 (ISFR 2023)Released by 
Environment Minister Bhupender Yadav at the Forest 
Research Institute, Dehradun.
Forest and Tree Cover:
Total Forest and Tree cover: 8,27,357 sq km (25.17% of 
India's geographical area).
Forest Cover: 7,15,343 sq km (21.76%).
Tree Cover: 1,12,014 sq km (3.41%).
Top States for Cover Increase:
Maximum increase in forest and tree cover: Chhattisgarh 
(684 sq km), Uttar Pradesh (559 sq km), Odisha (559 sq km), 
Rajasthan (394 sq km).
Maximum increase in forest cover: Mizoram (242 sq km), 
Gujarat (180 sq km), Odisha (152 sq km).
Top States for Largest Cover:Largest forest and tree cover: 
Madhya Pradesh (85,724 sq km), Arunachal Pradesh (67,083 
sq km), Maharashtra (65,383 sq km).
Largest forest cover: Madhya Pradesh (77,073 sq km), 
Arunachal Pradesh (65,882 sq km), Chhattisgarh (55,812 sq
km).
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DD News -Economy(GSIII)
Summary of 55th GST Council Meeting Decisions
• Tax Rate Changes: Reduction of GST rate on Fortified Rice 

Kernel (FRK) to 5%.
Full GST exemption on gene therapy and third-party 
motor vehicle premium contributions to the Motor 
Vehicle Accident Fund.No GST on transactions involving 
vouchers.

• Banking Operations: Penal charges by banks and NBFCs 
for non-compliance with loan terms will not attract GST.

• Pre-deposit amount for penalty-related appeals reduced 
from 25% to 10%.

• Tax Rate Revisions and Exemptions: Extended 
exemptions for specific imports and goods used in 
government welfare schemes.

• Concessional 5% GST rate on food inputs for free 
distribution under government programs will continue.

• Clarified tax classifications for items like popcorn and 
pepper.
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