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• A civil suit filed against the Shahi Jama Masjid in 

Sambhal, Uttar Pradesh, claimed the mosque was built 
on the site of a demolished Hindu temple, leading to 
violence and the deaths of four people. This case is part 
of a growing trend of lawsuits challenging the origins of 
mosques, which experts argue violate the Places of 
Worship (Special Provisions) Act, 1991. The Act, 
introduced after the Babri Masjid demolition, preserves 
the religious character of places of worship as they 
existed on August 15, 1947, and prohibits conversion or 
alteration of their status

• Despite the Act's clear intent, petitions challenging its 
constitutionality claim it prevents Hindus from reclaiming 
worship sites allegedly altered by Muslim rulers or 
colonialists. The Supreme Court has delayed addressing 
these challenges, emboldening lower courts to disregard 
the law. Additionally, remarks by Justice D.Y. 
Chandrachud in 2022, suggesting that the Act does not 
prevent inquiries into a site’s status as of 1947, have 
stirred controversy, as they may open the door to more 
lawsuits, contradicting the intent of the 1991 Act.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page10 • U.S. President Joe Biden has granted an unconditional 
pardon to his son, Hunter Biden, for federal tax and gun 
convictions, as well as any potential federal crimes he 
may have committed between 2014 and 2024. The U.S. 
President has the constitutional power to grant pardons 
for federal offenses, except in cases of impeachment. 
This power has been controversial throughout history, 
with previous presidents, including Bill Clinton and 
Donald Trump, also issuing pardons that sparked debate.

• In India, the President and Governors have similar 
powers to grant pardons under Articles 72 and 161 of the 
Constitution. These powers, exercised on the advice of 
ministers, can absolve convicts of punishment and 
disqualifications. The use of pardoning powers in India 
has also been controversial, with the Supreme Court 
ruling that the exercise of these powers is subject to 
judicial review.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII) –Page13 • The Lok Sabha passed the Banking Laws (Amendment) 
Bill, 2024, the first Bill of the Winter Session after the 
week-long logjam ended.

• The Bill allows bank account holders to have up to four 
nominees in their accounts and also proposes changes 
related to redefining “substantial interest” for 
directorships, which could increase to ₹2 crore instead of 
the current limit of ₹5 lakh.

• It proposes to increase the tenure of directors (excluding 
the chairman and whole-time director) in cooperative 
banks from eight years to 10 years, so as to align with the 
Constitution (Ninety-Seventh Amendment) Act, 2011.

• Once passed, the Bill will allow a director of a Central 
Cooperative Bank to serve on the Board of a State 
Cooperative Bank. The Bill also seeks to give greater 
freedom to banks in deciding the remuneration to be 
paid to statutory auditors.

.
• .
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII) –Page13 • The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has proposed 
95% reservation in government jobs for locals in Ladakh, 
one-third reservation for women in hill councils and has 
agreed to address concerns regarding land-related 
matters, according to leaders from the region who 
attended a high-powered committee (HPC) meeting on 
Tuesday.

• The Centre has also proposed to work on a draft to 
ensure “constitutional safeguards” to preserve the land 
and culture of Ladakh and also agreed to declare Urdu 
and Bhoti the official languages of Ladakh. The Ministry 
proposed to review 22 pending laws to address local 
concerns, empowerment and wildlife areas.

• Ladakh has been protesting for the past five years since it 
lost constitutional safeguards ensured under Article 370 
of the Constitution.

.
• .
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• The Rajya Sabha passed the Oilfields (Regulation and 

Development) Amendment Bill aimed at delinking 
petroleum operations from mining operations, 
broadening the scope of the expression ‘mineral oils’ and 
introducing the concept of ‘petroleum lease’ among 
other provisions.

• Oil Minister Hardeep Singh Puri said the Bill provides for 
efficacious dispute resolution, decriminalising provisions 
by introducing penalties, and creating an environment to 
facilitate energy transition.

.
• .
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PIB-Social Justice(GSII) • Nine years ago, the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan, also known 
as the Accessible India Campaign, embarked on a mission 
to reshape India into a truly inclusive society. Launched 
on 3rd December 2015 by the Honourable Prime 
Minister, this flagship initiative was a direct response to 
the long-overlooked challenges faced by persons with 
disabilities.

• Rooted in the vision of "Sabka Sath, Sabka Vikas, Sabka
Vishwas," the campaign aimed to ensure universal 
accessibility across three vital domains: built 
infrastructure, transport systems, and the information 
and communication technology (ICT) ecosystem.

.
• .
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PIB-Environment(GSIII)
• Union Minister for Environment, Forest and Climate 

Change, Shri Bhupender Yadav, informed the Nation 
about the notification of the Ratapani Tiger Reserve, 
Madhya Pradesh, as the 57th Tiger Reserve of the 
country. In a post on social media platform ‘X’, the 
Minister said, “Caring for conservation! We continue to 
make great strides in conserving our tigers. India has 
added 57th tiger reserve to its tally. The latest to join the 
list is Ratapani Tiger Reserve in Madhya Pradesh. As a 
country of nature lovers and worshippers, India offers 
the best habitat for the big cat. 

.
• .
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Air-Defense(GSIII)
• Navy Day is being celebrated today. The day is celebrated 

on the 4th of December every year to recognize the 
achievements and role of the Indian Navy.

• It was on this day in 1971, during Operation Trident, the 
Indian Navy sank four Pakistani vessels including PNS 
Khaibar, killing hundreds of Pakistani Navy personnel.

.
• .

.
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Air-Space(GSIII)
• The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will 

launch the PSLV-C59/Proba 3 mission at 4.08 pm today 
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre in Sriharikota. PSLV 
C59 will launch Proba 3 satellites of the European Space 
Agency into the highly elliptical orbit. 

• The commercial arm of ISRO namely New Space India 
Limited has got this order from the European Space 
Agency. Proba 3 satellites will split into two after 
reaching the orbit. The satellites will study the Sun’s 
Corona, its surrounding atmosphere, space weather and 
solar wind.

.
• .
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