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The demand for a caste Census in India has gained
political momentum, supported by opposition leaders,
NGOs, and even the RSS. Proponents argue that a caste
Census would provide data to ensure proportionate
government benefits for each caste, such as in jobs, land,
and wealth. However, the article highlights the inherent
flaws and challenges of such an initiative, drawing on
historical and contemporary examples.

Historical Context: The caste Census in India dates back
to 1871-72, with multiple efforts over the years,
including the 1931 Census, which identified over 4,000
castes. The 2011 Socio-Economic and Caste Census
(SECC) identified 46.7 lakh castes, but these efforts faced
major challenges due to misclassification and
inconsistent reporting. Caste identification is often
arbitrary and prone to errors, as seen in the 2022 Bihar
Census controversy over the inclusion of 'hijra' and
'kinnar' categories.
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India voted in favour of a United Nations General
Assembly resolution that called for the withdrawal of
Israel from the Palestinian territory occupied since 1967,
including East Jerusalem. The resolution reiterated the
call for achieving a comprehensive, just, and lasting
peace in West Asia.

The draft resolution, “Peaceful settlement of the
guestion of Palestine”, tabled by Senegal, was
overwhelmingly adopted in the 193-member General
Assembly on Tuesday.

India was among the 157 nations that voted in favour,
while eight member states including the U.S. voted
against it.

Through the resolution, the General Assembly reaffirmed
its unwavering support, per international law, for the
two-state solution of Israel and Palestine, living side by
side in peace and security within recognised borders,
based on the pre-1967 borders.

It rejected any attempt at demographic or territorial
change in the Gaza Strip.
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RS passes
Boilers Bill
for safetvy
at factories
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The Rajva Sabha on Wed-
nesday passed the Boilers
Bill replacing the Boilers
Act of 1923 brought by the
colonial administration.
Union Commerce Minister
Pivush Gowyval said the Bill
would ensure safety at fac-
tories where industrial
boilers were used.

Mr. Gowval said the Bill

Boilers Act of 1923 brought by the colonial
administration. Union Commerce Minister Piyush Goyal
said the Bill would ensure safety at factories where
industrial boilers were used.

the Bill was for ensuring uniformity throughout India in
all technical aspects pertaining to the regulation of
boilers.

“This included standards of construction, maximum
pressure specifications, as well as the registration and
periodic inspection of all boilers, with particular focus on
matters concerning the safety of life and property,” he
said.

Mr. Goyal added that the Bill would provide for the
regulation of the manufacture and use of boilers,
ensuring the safety of life and property of persons from
the danger of explosions in boilers.
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A study conducted by the Nature Conservation
Foundation (NCF-India) and the Bombay Environmental
Action Group (BEAG) explored the impact of agroforestry
practices on endemic frog species in the northern
Western Ghats.

Study Area: The research focused on the low-elevation
lateritic plateaus in Maharashtra, particularly in orchards,
paddy fields, and unmodified areas during the monsoon
season (June—September 2022).

Key Findings:

Amphibian Diversity: Diversity was lowest in paddy fields,
and abundance was the least in orchards compared to
undisturbed plateaus.

Endemic Frog Species: Endemic species like the CEPF
burrowing frog (Minervarya cepfi) and Goan Fejervarya
(Minervarya gomantaki) were less abundant in modified
habitats, indicating harm from agroforestry practices.
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Indian-origin Scottish artist Jasleen Kaur has won the
prestigious Turner Prize 2024 for her exhibition, “Alter
Altar”, that reflects on plurality, personal and political
themes.

The Turner Prize since it was established in 1984, the
Turner Prize has emerged as one of the most prestigious
art awards. Recognising the work of a British artist, it
endeavours to highlight recent developments in
contemporary British art. Indian-origin British artist Anish
Kapoor won the prize in 1991.
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Nepal, China sign
BRI framework,
paves way for
work on projects

YUBARA)GHIMIRE
HAaTHRSAMDLU, DECEMMEER <

MMEPAL AND China (a3
Wadnesday sigmeed the esecurtion
framewnork for the Beltand Road
Instiative ( BRI} in Beijins. indicat-
imgg that Mepal will soon decide
on progects for implementation.
The development has come
wihen Mepal PR K P Sharmma Oli
is on an offscial wisit o China.

Mepal Foreizgn hMinisimy offi-
cials sasd the framewveork agree-
ment was signed by the acting
foreign secretary and the vice
chairmam of China's Mational
Dewelopme nit Reforms
Coarumissson, ending speculation
rige=red by the sowve rmment s
stance that it will accept onhy
grants for projects under the BRIL

Last wweek upon returning
Fromn Chengdu, Mepal Foreign
Pimister Arzu Rana Deulbba had
said thaat Mepsal will acoe pt anhy
grants from China for BRIl proj-
exits as thee coumiTy is mot ina po-
sitirn i o e lnans

might face a crisis once the
Prime Blinister refurns
Thursday:

Aocording o TTe Kirthrrnarndn
Fosr, China had remnowed thee wsoed
“grant” proposed by the Mepald
side and sugEested replacing it
sith “Ireestmerit”™ for projects un-
der the BRL After reviewing the
ey berms and conditssons, offi-
clals found acomprEmise and de-
cided o incdude the phrasing “aid
amnd vechnécal assistancoe™ @ prog-
et exerubion in Mepal, it said.

Thee weord “aid™ adds ammbigi—
iy and marks a step back from
the Mepali Congress's positiomn of
clearly specifying grants. Sarme
countries also termn e of credit
as aid but whach are essentially
koans, the pap=rsasd.

The two sides had signed
nine hMolls and agreemments on
Tuesday.

Speaking at a programime
held at Peking Uniwersicy, &l
later said thar Nepal ssould reap
benefits from the BRL

He expresse=d the belief that

T himia has stromerla sy reed

Nepal and China signed a much-awaited framework
agreement on the multi-billion-dollar Belt and Road
Initiative (BRI) paving the way for enhanced economic
cooperation on the projects.

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), previously known as
the One Belt One Road Initiative, a mammoth
infrastructure project launched by China in 2013. China
aims to recreate its medieval Silk Road. China wants to
build infrastructure such as ports, bridges and rail lines in
over 150 countries spanning Asia, Africa and Europe.
While China claims it is solely an economic initiative, not
many countries, including India, are willing to buy that
argument. The countries opposing the project fear this
could a China-centered sphere of influence and lead to
"debt traps".



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express-GS3(Economy) -Page 15

Will Reserve Bank go for a CRR cut?

HITESHVYAS
MUMEA, DECEMEER 4

AITHOUGH THERE seems tobe a
broad consensus that the reporate
—the key policy rate — is likely to
remainunchanged at 6.5 per cent
inthe three-day monetary policy
review that got underway
Wednesday, there is an expecta-
tion thatthe Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) may announce a cut in the
cash reserve ratio(CRR). The calls
for a reduction in the CRR have
gained momentum amid a tight
liquidity condition inthe banking
system and shockingly low gross
domestic product (GDP) growth,
which slowed to a seven-month
low of 5.4 per cent in the fuly-
September 2024 quarter.

The reduction in the CRR will
be a signal that the REl 5 keenon
easingthe monetary policy, with-
out cutting the repo rate.

What is Cash Reserve
Ratio (CRR)?
TheCash Reserve Ratio((RR)is the

percentage of a bank’s total de-
posits that it is required to main-
tainin bquid cashwith the RBl asa
reserve. At present, the RBI has
fixed CRRat 4.5 percent. The
CRR percentage is deter-
mined by the RBI from time
totime. Banks donot get any
interest on this amount,
which is kept as CRR from
the RBL The CRR is a tool
used by the RE! to manage infla-
tion and check excessive lending.

CRR cut expected?
Given the tight liquadity con-

EXPLAINED

dition in the system, some ana-
lysts feel that the RBI may an-
nounceacutinthe CRRintheup-
coming monetary policy. While
the RBI's Monetary
Policy Committee
(MPC) decides on the
repo rate and policy
@ | stance, the responsi-
1 Dbility of liquidity
measures lies solely

with the RBL
The RBI may reduce the CRR
either by 25 basis paints (bps) or
50 bps, analysts said. One basis
point is one-hundredth of a per-

centage paint. This would be the
first cut in the CRR in more than
45 years.

“The liquidity in the banking
system has tightened because of
the RBI'sactionstostabilise the ru-
pee. There have been a Jot of dol-
larsales(bythe RBI), which hasaf-
fected the overall liquidity in the
system In December, iquidity wall
further tighten due to outflows re-
lated to payment of advance tax,
goods and services tax(GST),and
quarter-end demand for credit.
Under thissituation, some kind of
a permanent measure can be an-
nounced (by the RBI), which could
be a CRR cut or OMO purchase,”
said Madan Sabnavis, chiefecon-
omist, Bank of Baroda.

The RBI has been selling dol-
lars in the forex market to check
the rupee volatility caused dueto
continued foreign portfolio in-
vestors(FPl)selling and strength-
ening of the US dollar. Since
October 1, the rupee has depred-
ated nearly 1 per cent against the
dollar FULLREPORT ON

www.indianexpress.com

The three-day review began on December 4, with
expectations that the repo rate will remain at 6.5%.

CRR Reduction Expected: Analysts predict a potential cut
in the Cash Reserve Ratio (CRR), a measure to ease
banking liquidity.

Reason for CRR Cut: Tight liquidity conditions and a 5.4%
GDP growth in Q2 2024 have increased calls for a CRR
cut.

What is CRR? CRR is the percentage of a bank's deposits
it must maintain with the RBI as cash reserves. It is
currently set at 4.5%.

Impact of CRR Cut: A reduction of 25 to 50 basis points
(bps) could free up Rs 55,000 crore to Rs 1.2 lakh crore in
liquidity for banks.

Effect on Lending: The extra liquidity would be available
for lending, which could stimulate economic growth.
Liquidity Issues: The RBI's interventions to stabilize the
rupee have further tightened liquidity, prompting the
need for measures like a CRR cut.
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Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital Saksharta Abhiyaan
(PMGDISHA) is a Digital Literacy Scheme by the Ministry
of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY), to
make six crore persons in rural areas, across States/UTs,
are digitally literate, reaching around 40% of rural
households by covering one member from every eligible
household.

The Scheme is applicable only to rural areas of the
country. Only one person (14 - 60 years of age) per
eligible household would be considered for training.
Priority would be given to Non-smartphone users,
Antyodaya households, college drop-outs, and
Participants of the adult literacy mission; Digitally
illiterate school students from class 9th to 12th, provided
facility of Computer/ICT Training is not available in their
schools. Preference would be given to SC, ST, BPL,
women, differently-abled persons, and minorities.
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Beti Bachao Beti Padhao Improves Sex Ratio And Gross
Enrollment Ratio Of Girls Says WCD Minister
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The Government has said that the Sex Ratio at Birth of
girl child in the country has improved from 918 in 2014-
15 to 930 in 2023-24
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao (BBBP) scheme was launched on
January 22, 2015 as a collaborative effort by the Ministry
of Women & Child Development with the Ministry of
Education, and Ministry of Health and Family Welfare. It
focuses on preventing gender-biased sex-selective
practices, ensuring survival and protection of the girl
child and promoting her education. BBBP is a centrally
sponsored scheme with 100% funding by the Central
Government in all the districts of the country under
Sambal vertical of Mission Shakti. The government of
West Bengal is not implementing BBBP.



