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PREVIOUS CHAIRMAN COMPLETED TERMON JUNE1

Ex-SC judge V Ramasubramanian
appointed new NHRC chairperson

Was part of several benches in key cases, including one that upheld demonetisation

AJOY SINHA KARPURAM
NEWDELHI, DECEMHER 23

FORMER SUPREME Court judge
W Ramasubramanian has been
appointed as  the 9th
Chairpersan of the Mational
Human Rights Commission
(MHRC) for a tenure of three
years until December 2027

Justice Ramasubramanian
was informed about the ap-
pointment through a letter
signed by Ministry of Home
Affairs Joint Secretary Miraj
Kumar Bansod. " Respected =ir, |
enclose herewith the warrant
signed by the Hon'ble President
of India for the appointment as
Chairperson, Mational Hurman
Rights Commission in terms of
Section 3(2)(a) ofthe Protection
of Human Rights Act, 1993, You
are requested to kindly join the
Commission at the earliest,” the
letter states.

4 v Retiredas
i@ E‘ {  SCjudge
-

- on June 29,
x 2023

Justice Ramasubramanian
retired om June 249, 2023, after
serving for over three years asa
SupremeCourt judge. During his
tenure, he was part of several
benches in important cases, in-
cluding the five-judge bench
that upheld the Centre’s deman-
etisation schemein 2023 and the
decision to set aside an BB cir-
cular that stated it would not
provide services to individuals
and businesses dealing with
Cryphocurmency.

His legal career began after
he completed his LLE from
Madras Law College in 1983, He
practised at the Madras High
Court for 2% years before he was

appointed as a judgeof the same
court on juby 31, 2006,

At his own request, he was
transferred tothe High Court for
the states of Telangana and
Andhra Pradesh in April 2006
and remained in Hyderabad af-
ter the court was hifurcated and
served as a judge of the
Telangana High Court until he
was appointed as the Chief
Justice of the Himachal Pradesh
High Court on June 22, 2019.
Three months later, on
September 23, he was elevated
to the Suprems Court of India.

The previous MHRE chair-
man, justice Arun Mishra, com-
pleted his term on June 1, 2004,
[t has since been functioning un-
der the aegis of Acting
Chairperson Vijaya Bharati
Sayani The NHRC is empowered
to imvestigate allegations of hu-
man rights violations, either of
its swnaccord or after receiving
a petition from a victim (or

someane an their behalf). [t may
also intervene as a party in on-
20iNg Cases concerning human
rights violations, make recom-
mendations aimed at protecting
human rights, and conduct or
promote research in related
fields.

Previous chairpersons also
include former Chief justices of
India Ranganath Mishira [ the first
MHRC Chairperson), M N
Venkatachaliah, | § Verma, A S
Anand, 5 Rajendra Babw, K G
Balakrishnan and HL Dattu.

Until 2019 only former Chaéef
Justices of India could be ap-
pointed as NHRC chairperson.
However, i July 2019, the
Proteciionof Human Rights Act,
19493, was amended to alsoallow
former 5C judges for the post.

Following Justice Mishra,
Justice Ramasubramanian will
niow be the second MHRC chair-
person to have never served as
Chief Justice of India.

NEXT
1 AS]

Former Supreme Court judge V Ramasubramanian has
been appointed as the 9th Chairperson of the National
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) for a tenure of three
years until December 2027.

The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India
was established on 12 October, 1993. The statute under
which it is established is the Protection of Human Rights
Act (PHRA), 1993 as amended by the Protection of
Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006.

It is in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted at
the first international workshop on national institutions
for the promotion and protection of human rights held in
Paris in October 1991, and endorsed by the General
Assembly of the United Nations by its Regulations
48/134 of 20 December, 1993.

Section 2(1)(d) of the PHRA defines Human Rights as the
rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the
individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied
in the International Covenants and enforceable by courts
in India.
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ACROSS 12 STATES AND UTs

PM tells miinisters
to attend property
card distribution
events on Dec 27

57 lakh cards to be distributed under
SVAMITWVA, a property survey scheme

HARITKISHAM SHARM A
HEW DELHI. DECEREER 23

PRIME RMINISTER MNMaremdra
Fioudi has ashoed all Linion mmamis-
rers oo athend the public ewvernvts
o e held oo dissribarte 57 lakis
P ropeerty cards ameorgg a doaosern
stabes and LTs on Decermiber 27,
under SWARIT WA, a central sec-
tor scheermmee, The Indian Express
has kearnt.

The meowe = beine seem as a
g pu=h o thee implenrmsertatioos
ol the= =cheerme that aimes o prno-—
wide " Fecord of Rights" boowners
possessing houses i inhakabed
areas in wvillages, amnd issue legal
oewwnership rmshies through prop-—
ety cards or ke deeds.

It i=s l=earmt thiat the Primme
hlini=ter has asked mindsters b
armend the ewvents, at a e ting
of the Cabimet omn Decermibser 300

Aocordineg o sources, the
Finistry of Pancdhayvan Raj has

ordinate with B]JP-ruled states,
said a soarce.,

SWVARIITWVA, & proparty sur—
wey and mapping scheme, wwas
Launched by the Promse Minister
on the occasion of Rational
Pamwchanrati Raj Day omn SApril 248,
2020 and dissribution of prog—
erty cards besamn o Owonober 11
thatyear So fac, 2 crore poopeer ity
camls hawve been issaped, said am
official. adding thar all house—
Teolds hawe besm ooweread i sew—
=ral srtave=s like Haryvana amed
Lirarakhandd Thee sclheme aims
o oot the entire coumnitry Beyr ithe=
=emd of inancial year 202576

Auocordimge o the Famschanrats
Haj PAimd =iy the scherme wailll eme—
=ht mural people i rmanmy wwanys.
First, it will enakbde mural howuse—
ol d = o use their progeerty 2= a fi-
marecial asset for taking loams amd
oither fimnarecial bemnefirs. Seoond,
it will help in determinaton of
oy e, wrbich weaowuld s
o the Gram Pamndhanaes directhy

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has asked all Union
ministers to attend the public events to be held to
distribute 57 lakh property cards among a dozen states
and UTs on December 27, under SVAMITVA, a central
sector scheme

SVAMITVA, a property survey and mapping scheme, was
launched by the Prime Minister on the occasion of
National Panchayati Raj Day on April 24, 2020. and
distribution of property cards began on October 11 that
year. So far, 2 crore property cards have been issued, said
an official, adding that all households have been covered
in several states like Haryana and Uttarakhand. The
scheme aims to cover the entire country by the end of
financial year 2025-26.
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ISRO to launch its
key Spadex mission
on December 30

ANCOMNNADUTT
MEW OELHI, DECEMBER 232

ST AS it had started the vear, the
Imdian Space Research
Organisatson will end it with its
ey Spadex mission — the launch
of b small satellites todermon-
strate docking in space — ar9:58
o Dece mibser 30 Broemn the firss
lanmech padd at the coumntry’s only
spareport at Sriharikota Dockdng
is a process where two satellites
are aligned and then joimed in
spa0e — a ecessity for missions
that the space agency hoped bo
achiewe in the fumure such as
Chandrayaan—d4 or setiing up the
Bharatiya Antariksh Station
Thee Spadex mission will see
o satellites — SO or Chaser
and SOED2 or Tarzet — alizm in the
same arikt, reduce distanoe be-
Dwweeneach other, join and tramns-
Fer electrical ponwer beivween
them, and then separare. After
they separate, payloads onbopard
both the satellives will continue

The Chaser satellite will then com-
e o apgernach the Target satel-
lite, progressively reducimg the
distance bebeseer theerm o Sk,
1.5 km, 500 e, 225 my, 15 mn, 3an,
and then dockang together

Once the satellites hawve
diocked, elecirical power tramns-
fer bemween the rwo will be
demonstrated. They will also
demonsirate the comntrol of both
the spacecraft ogether. Then the
satellites will separate and start
operating their payloads.

The Chaser or SD sasellite
has a high resolution camera on
board — a mindahure version of a
surnveillance camera. The Targetor
SOOI sabellite wwill carTy & rmalis-
speciral payload that wall be used
for muonibomimg nataral resources
amnd vesetation alomng wwith a rads-
ation monitor that will stody
space radiation and create a data-
base. Dwe to the small size amd
mass of the satellives, docking is
mare challengine. recuiaring finer
precision as compared o larger
spacecrafi

NEXT
1 AS]

The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will end
the year with its Spadex mission on December 30,
launching two small satellites from Sriharikota. The
mission aims to demonstrate satellite docking in space, a
key capability for future missions like Chandrayaan-4 and
the Bharatiya Antariksh Station.

The two satellites, SDX01 (Chaser) and SDX02 (Target),
will dock in space, transfer electrical power, and then
separate.
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Bangladesh writes
to India seeking
Hasina’s extraditgon

Kallol Bhattacherjee
NEW DELEHI

Bangladesh has sent India
a nore verbale seeking the
extradition of its deposed
Prime Minister Sheikh Ha-
sina, the adviser on foreign
affairs to the interim go-
vernment Touhid Hossein
informed the media in
Dhaka on Monday.

The confirmation came
hours after Lieutenant-
General Mohammad Ja-
hangir Alam Chowdhury
(rerd.), adviser on home afr-
fairs, informed thart the in-
terim Bangladesh govern-
ment has written to the
Government of India seek-
ing the exrradition of Ms.
Hasina. The Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs confirmed re-
ceiving the regquest.

“We have sent a letter to
the Foreign Ministry seek-
ing repatriation of Sheikh
Hasina. The matter is being
processed. We have an ex-

S SREaa -— ——zam -

Sheikh Hasina

dia,” he rold presspersons
in Dhaka.

Following the communi-
cartion from Bangladesh,
official spokesperson of Mi-
nistry of External Affairs,
Randhir Jaiswal said, “We
confirm that we have re-
ceived a nore verbale from
the Bangladesh High Com
mission today in connec-
tion with an extradition re-
quest. At this trime., we have
no comment to offer on
this maner.™

NEXT
1 AS]

Bangladesh has sent India a note verbale seeking the
extradition of its deposed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
INDIA AND Bangladesh signed an extradition treaty in
2013, in the context of several Indian and Bangladesh
fugitives hiding and operating out of the other country.
The India-Bangladesh extradition treaty has provisions
for refusing requests, including if the offence is of
“political nature”, or an accusation has not been “made
in good faith in the interests of justice”, or military
offences which are not “an offence under the general
criminal law”.
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Indias reliance on Chin for critical minerals

[hoes China have unparalleld domirance in the crtcal minerals sector? Hony was it able to o o What are the mineral for which It s heavily dependent on
(China? Why s Itz not been abl to excasatethe lcium reserves found i i and Kashiie?

EXPLAINER

Rakshith Shetty

The story so far;

e Ministry of Mines in 2023
identifed 30 critical minerals

T deemed essental for the
fation's econamic

dhevelapment and national security. While
the report highlighted India’s complete
import dependency for 10 critical
ninerals, t i ot flly address a more
ressing concem - the extent and nture
of dependency on Ching,

s China a dominant player?
China'sunparallled dominance n critice
minerals stems fom it vas resouree base
and strategic nvestments across the vae
chain, As the world's irgest mining

Antimony

China,aleading playerin crical minerals

China'sdaminanceineritical minerals stems fom s vas resource Base and b

Bt the vl chia, A e werld's lgest miniag natin, China has discovered 173 ypes of minerals

China's lobal market share (in percentage) across various minerals as of 022
I Ching B9 (thers

Cadmium

.

Molybdenum

Sanadinm

Rate earth lements _

ateries and steel prodhuction, fuces
slipply constraits & Chiva contrals
£ 2% af hobal ouput, inchuding
batiery-grade material.

Why does India rely on imports?
Despie being endowed with significant
mineral resources, Indii's eavy reliance
an imports e fromseseralstructural
challenges inits mining an processing
cosystem. Many critial minerals are
dleep-seated, requiring higfrisk
nvestments in exploration and mining
technologies - a factor thit has deterred
rivate sector participation in the absence
of dequate incentves and policy
stpport. The country's pocessng
capabilies are also imied. This s
partiularly evident inthe case ofhe
receny discovered ithium deposits n

Jammu and Kashii, where despite the

presence of 5.9 million tonnes of

THEGIST

¥

Chinds dominance eaends
beyand reservesto includs
pracessing and refining,with
ool over 87% ofrae eaith
processing, S8t of ithium
el and 58% of elcor
pracessing.

Anin-depth examination of
import dara of 30 ritical
minesals spaming 2619t0
2024 reveals ndi's aeute
vulerabliyto Chinese
suples, particulary forsix
citical minerals hie
deendeny exceds 0%

¥

* In 2023, the Ministry of Mines identified 30 critical
minerals essential for economic development and
national security.

* Highlighted India’s complete import dependency for
10 critical minerals without fully addressing
dependency on China.

China’s Dominance: China dominates critical minerals due

to its vast resources and strategic investments.Controls

significant portions of global processing and refining: 87% of
rare earths, 58% of lithium, and 68% of silicon.

India’s dependency on Chinese supplies exceeds 40% for six

critical minerals: bismuth (85.6%), lithium (82%), silicon

(76%), titanium (50.6%), tellurium (48.8%), and graphite

(42.4%).

India is reducing dependency on China through various

initiatives: KABIL joint venture to secure overseas mineral

assets.Participation in strategic initiatives like the Minerals

Security Partnership.

Investment in research and promotion of recycling and

circular economy practices.
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WEN notto it India BFTA pact

The Switzerland governments decision to suspend the Most Favoured Naton (MFN) status will not delay raification and

implementation ofthe four:nation EFTAIndia Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement (TEPA)

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

he Swiss decision
to suspend the
most favoured na-

tion clause in the Double
Taxation Avoidance Agree:
ment will ot delay the rat
fication and implementa
tion of the already signed
trade agreement between
India and the EFTA bloc,

[TV o | WP |

An braels MEN Aacieinn dnne nat nanatiah it inuactmante fram

be implemented.

“No, the decision wil
not delay the ratification
and implementation of EF-
Thindia TEPA, the Em:
bassy of Switzerland in In
dia said in a response to
P11 queries on the matter

The decision does not
negatively hit investments
from Switzerland to India,

“The current suspen:
sion from the Swiss side of

P\ PRI, | SRS PR o\ AR ¥ |

tion European bloc signed
a free trade agreement un:
der which New Delhi re
Ceived an nvestment com
mitment of $100 billon in
15 years from the grouping
Wwhile allowing several pro-
ducts like Swiss watches,
chocolates and cut and
polished diamonds atlow-
er or z6ro duties.

[n 20324, India’s im:
ports from  Switzerland

PR VR L VI VI B | L

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The Swiss decision to suspend the most favoured nation
clause in the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement will
not delay the ratification and implementation of the
already signed trade agreement between India and the
EFTA bloc, Switzerland has said.

The Swiss government has suspended the Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) status, which could potentially impact
Swiss investments in India and lead to higher taxes on
Indian companies operating in the European nation.
India and the four-nation European Free Trade
Association (EFTA) signed the pact, officially dubbed as
TEPA (Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement), in
March. Its members are Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway,
and Switzerland.

India and the four-nation European bloc signed a free
trade agreement under which New Delhi received an
investment commitment of $100 billion in 15 years from
the grouping while allowing several products like Swiss
watches, chocolates and cut and polished diamonds at
lower or zero duties.
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Centre Ends No-Detention Policy For Classes 5 & 8 To
Improve Learning Outcomes

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The central government has scrapped the no-detention
policy for classes five and eight.

Speaking to the media, Education Secretary Sanjay
Kumar said that students who failed in the annual
examination of classes five and eight will have a chance
to retake the test within two months.

After the retest, if they fail again, they will not be
promoted. He added that these students will not be
expelled from any school till the completion of their
elementary education. The secretary added that this
decision has been taken to improve the learning
outcome among children.



