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Indian Express-GS2(Governance)-Page8 • Former Supreme Court judge V Ramasubramanian has 
been appointed as the 9th Chairperson of the National 
Human Rights Commission (NHRC) for a tenure of three 
years until December 2027.

• The National Human Rights Commission (NHRC) of India 
was established on 12 October, 1993. The statute under 
which it is established is the Protection of Human Rights 
Act (PHRA), 1993 as amended by the Protection of 
Human Rights (Amendment) Act, 2006.

• It is in conformity with the Paris Principles, adopted at 
the first international workshop on national institutions 
for the promotion and protection of human rights held in 
Paris in October 1991, and endorsed by the General 
Assembly of the United Nations by its Regulations 
48/134 of 20 December, 1993.

• Section 2(1)(d) of the PHRA defines Human Rights as the 
rights relating to life, liberty, equality and dignity of the 
individual guaranteed by the Constitution or embodied 
in the International Covenants and enforceable by courts 
in India.
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Indian Express-GS2(Governance)-Page8 • Prime Minister Narendra Modi has asked all Union 
ministers to attend the public events to be held to 
distribute 57 lakh property cards among a dozen states 
and UTs on December 27, under SVAMITVA, a central 
sector scheme

• SVAMITVA, a property survey and mapping scheme, was 
launched by the Prime Minister on the occasion of 
National Panchayati Raj Day on April 24, 2020. and 
distribution of property cards began on October 11 that 
year. So far, 2 crore property cards have been issued, said 
an official, adding that all households have been covered 
in several states like Haryana and Uttarakhand. The 
scheme aims to cover the entire country by the end of 
financial year 2025-26.
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Indian Express-GS3(Space)-Page11 • The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) will end 
the year with its Spadex mission on December 30, 
launching two small satellites from Sriharikota. The 
mission aims to demonstrate satellite docking in space, a 
key capability for future missions like Chandrayaan-4 and 
the Bharatiya Antariksh Station. 

• The two satellites, SDX01 (Chaser) and SDX02 (Target), 
will dock in space, transfer electrical power, and then 
separate.
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The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page1 • Bangladesh has sent India a note verbale seeking the 
extradition of its deposed Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, 

• INDIA AND Bangladesh signed an extradition treaty in 
2013, in the context of several Indian and Bangladesh 
fugitives hiding and operating out of the other country.

• The India-Bangladesh extradition treaty has provisions 
for refusing requests, including if the offence is of 
“political nature”, or an accusation has not been “made 
in good faith in the interests of justice”, or military 
offences which are not “an offence under the general 
criminal law”.
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The Hindu-IR(GSII)-Page8 • In 2023, the Ministry of Mines identified 30 critical 
minerals essential for economic development and 
national security.
• Highlighted India’s complete import dependency for 

10 critical minerals without fully addressing 
dependency on China.

China’s Dominance: China dominates critical minerals due 
to its vast resources and strategic investments.Controls
significant portions of global processing and refining: 87% of 
rare earths, 58% of lithium, and 68% of silicon.
India’s dependency on Chinese supplies exceeds 40% for six 
critical minerals: bismuth (85.6%), lithium (82%), silicon 
(76%), titanium (50.6%), tellurium (48.8%), and graphite 
(42.4%).
India is reducing dependency on China through various 
initiatives: KABIL joint venture to secure overseas mineral 
assets.Participation in strategic initiatives like the Minerals 
Security Partnership.
Investment in research and promotion of recycling and 
circular economy practices.
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The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page13 • The Swiss decision to suspend the most favoured nation 
clause in the Double Taxation Avoidance Agreement will 
not delay the ratification and implementation of the 
already signed trade agreement between India and the 
EFTA bloc, Switzerland has said.

• The Swiss government has suspended the Most Favoured
Nation (MFN) status, which could potentially impact 
Swiss investments in India and lead to higher taxes on 
Indian companies operating in the European nation.

• India and the four-nation European Free Trade 
Association (EFTA) signed the pact, officially dubbed as 
TEPA (Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement), in 
March. Its members are Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway, 
and Switzerland.

• India and the four-nation European bloc signed a free 
trade agreement under which New Delhi received an 
investment commitment of $100 billion in 15 years from 
the grouping while allowing several products like Swiss 
watches, chocolates and cut and polished diamonds at 
lower or zero duties.
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Air -Governance(GSII)  
• The central government has scrapped the no-detention 

policy for classes five and eight.
• Speaking to the media, Education Secretary Sanjay 

Kumar said that students who failed in the annual 
examination of classes five and eight will have a chance 
to retake the test within two months. 

• After the retest, if they fail again, they will not be 
promoted. He added that these students will not be 
expelled from any school till the completion of their 
elementary education. The secretary added that this 
decision has been taken to improve the learning 
outcome among children.

.
• .

HEADLINES OF THE DAY


