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Indian Express-GS2(Governance)/Economy-Page1 • Prime Minister Narendra Modi laid the foundation stone 
for the Ken-Betwa river linking project in Khajuraho.

• Ken-Betwa Project Details: First river interlinking project 
under the National Perspective Plan (1980).
• Transfers water from Ken river to Betwa river, 

benefiting Bundelkhand region.
Provides irrigation, drinking water, and hydropower 
to water-starved areas.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Indian Express-GS2(Governance)-Page5 • The Delhi High Court directed that the Aam Aadmi Party 
(AAP) government in the national capital needed to sign 
an MoU with the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 
before January 5 for implementation of the Pradhan 
Mantri Ayushman Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission 
(PM-ABHIM), irrespective of imposition of Model Code of 
Conduct in the run-up to the Assembly elections.

• To strengthen the Public Health Infrastructure and to 
effectively manage and respond towards any future 
pandemics and outbreaks, Pradhan Mantri - Ayushman
Bharat Health Infrastructure Mission (PM-ABHIM) was 
launched on 25th October, 2021 with an outlay 
of Rs.64,180 Cr to be implemented over five years from 
2021-22 to 2025-26, to fill critical gaps in health 
infrastructure, surveillance and health research -
spanning both the urban and rural areas. The Scheme is 
a Centrally Sponsored Scheme with some Central Sector 
components.
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The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page8 • The U.S. and China renewed their Agreement on Co-
operation in Science and Technology for five years with 
new amendments addressing researcher safety and data 
reciprocity.

• The Agreement catalysed China’s rise from a junior 
partner in 1979 to a formidable global competitor in 
science and technology, marked by massive growth in 
R&D spending, student exchanges, and research output.

• While Trump’s administration might scrutinise the 
Agreement more closely, it recognises the importance of 
maintaining cooperation with China, particularly to 
monitor and manage China’s technological 
advancements.
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The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page8 Australia’s House of Representatives recently passed the 
“Online Safety Amendment (Social Media Minimum Age) 
Bill, 2024” which imposes obligation on certain social media 
platforms to take reasonable steps to prevent children 
under 16 years of age from having an account.
What is the new law about?
The object of the amendment (a new Part 4A- social media 
minimum age inserted in Australia’s existing the Online 
Safety Act of 2021) is to ‘reduce the risk of harm to age-
restricted users from certain kinds of social media 
platforms’. The age-restricted user shall mean ‘an Australian 
child who has not reached 16 years’.
The age-restricted social media platforms (ARSMP) affected 
by the proposed amendment would cover (with some 
exclusions) an electronic service which enables online social 
interaction between two or more end-users, and allows 
end-users to post material on the service.
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The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page10 • Union Home Ministry announced new protocol for 
regulating movement along the India-Myanmar border.
Formal notification to end the Free Movement Regime 
(FMR) by the External Affairs Ministry is still awaited.
Home Minister Amit Shah announced FMR scrapping to 
ensure internal security and maintain demographic 
structure.
Regulations and Adjustments:
New guidelines reduce free movement range to 10 km 
from 16 km.
Verbal announcements about ending FMR, but no formal 
orders yet.

• FMR established in 1968 to support familial and ethnic 
ties across the border.

• Initial free movement limit was 40 km, reduced to 16 
km in 2004, with additional regulations in 2016.
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PIB-Economy (GSIII) The Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation 
(MoSPI) released the Annual Survey of Unincorporated 
Sector Enterprises (ASUSE) results for 2023-24, covering the 
period October 2023 – September 2024. 
This survey measures the economic and operational 
characteristics of unincorporated non-agricultural 
establishments in manufacturing, trade, and other services 
sectors, excluding construction. The data serves as a crucial 
input for policymaking and supports National Accounts 
Statistics.
Key Highlights from ASUSE 2023-24:
Growth in Establishments and Productivity:
Total establishments increased from 6.50 crore in 2022-23 
to 7.34 crore in 2023-24, a growth of 12.84%.
"Other Services" sector saw a growth of 23.55%, followed 
by a 13% increase in the manufacturing sector.
Gross Value Added (GVA) rose by 16.52%, driven by a 
26.17% growth in the other services sector.
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Air: Miscellaneous • President Droupadi Murmu will confer the ‘Pradhan 
Mantri Rashtriya Bal Puraskar’ on 17 children for 
exceptional achievements in seven categories in New 
Delhi tomorrow. Children hail from 14 states and UTs. 

• The government confers the Bal Puraskar to children for 
achievements in art and culture, bravery, innovation, 
science and technology, social service, sports, and the 
environment. Each awardee will receive a medal, 
certificate, and citation booklet.
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Air: Health(GS2) • The Health Ministry today said that the number of 
annual malaria cases declined from 7.5 crore at the time 
of independence to 20 lacs by 2023, with over a 97 
percent reduction. 

• India has exited from the World Health Organisation’s
High Burden to High Impact group in 2024, signifying a 
turning point in its fight against malaria. In 2023, zero 
malaria cases were reported in 122 districts across 
various states. India is making strides in its march toward 
a malaria-free nation while setting global benchmarks in 
public health. The government is working with the vision 
of achieving malaria-free status by 2030, with 
comprehensive and multi-pronged strategies like the 
National Framework for Malaria Elimination and the 
National Strategic Plan for Malaria Elimination.
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Air: History • Prime Minister pays tribute to former PM Atal Bihari 
Vajpayee on his 100th birth anniversary

• The day is also celebrated as Good Governance Day. 
• Born on 25th December 1924 in Gwalior, Atal Bihari 

Vajpayee’s personality had many facets, he was a forceful 
orator, a writer, poet, a selfless social worker, journalist, 
but more than anything else, he was a leader among 
leaders. He served thrice as the Prime Minister of India. 
His legacy comprises forward looking economic policies, 
massive infrastructure projects and development of 
national highways as well as roads in the rural areas.
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