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Indian Express-GS1(Geography)/GS2(IR)-Page9 China approved construction of the world's largest 
hydropower dam on the lower reaches of the Yarlung
Zangbo River.
Estimated to produce 300 billion kilowatt-hours of 
electricity annually, triple the capacity of the current largest, 
the Three Gorges Dam.
Purpose and Impact:
Aims to meet China's carbon peaking and neutrality goals, 
stimulate related industries, and create jobs in Tibet.
Located in an area with significant hydropower potential 
due to dramatic altitude drops.
India and Bangladesh raised concerns about the dam's 
potential to alter local ecology and river flow downstream.
The Yarlung Zangbo becomes the Brahmaputra River as it 
flows into India and Bangladesh.
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Indian Express-GS3(Economy)-Page23 • Gross non-performing assets (GNPAs) ratio of scheduled 
commercial banks (SCBs) declined to 2.5% at end-
September 2024, the lowest in over 13 years.

• GNPAs reduced by 15.9% year-on-year to ₹4.8 lakh crore 
as on March 31, 2024.
Improvement in Asset Quality:
GNPA ratio fell to 2.7% at end-March 2024 and further to 
2.5% at end-September 2024.
GNPA ratio for agricultural sector highest at 6.2%, retail 
loans lowest at 1.2%.
GNPA ratio of education loans fell to 2.7% at end-
September 2024.
Industrial sector GNPA ratio declined to 2.9% at end-
September 2024.
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Indian Express-GS3(Economy)-Page23 Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted an eight-member 
committee to develop a framework for responsible and 
ethical enablement of artificial intelligence (FREE-AI) in the 
financial sector.
Committee Head: Chaired by Pushpak Bhattacharyya, 
professor at IIT Bombay.
Objectives:Recommend a robust, comprehensive, and 
adaptable AI framework for the financial sector.
Assess current AI adoption levels in financial services 
globally and in India.
Review regulatory and supervisory approaches on AI with a 
focus on the financial sector.
Suggest compliance requirements for banks, NBFCs, 
fintechs, and payment system operators.
Recommend a framework for responsible and ethical 
adoption of AI models/applications in the domestic financial 
sector.
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The Hindu-Economy (GSIII)-Page1 • Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, aged 92, 
passed away at AIIMS, Delhi,

• Served as Prime Minister for two terms (2004-2014) 
under the Congress-led UPA government.
Architect of the 1991 economic reforms as Finance 
Minister under P.V. Narasimha Rao.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-Governance(GSII)-Page10 • The U.K. House of Commons recently voted to legalise
assisted dying, marking a significant shift. Supporters 
view it as compassionate, while opponents worry about 
vulnerable patients feeling pressured to end their lives.

• Current law criminalises assisting suicide, but the 
proposed Bill allows terminally ill patients with less than 
six months to live to choose assisted death, with strict 
safeguards involving doctors and a High Court judge.

• India has legalised passive euthanasia (withdrawing life 
support for terminally ill patients) through the Supreme 
Court’s ruling.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII)-Page10 • Fisheries Resources and Production:
• India provides livelihood opportunities to approximately 

three crore fishers and fish farmers.
83% increase in national fish production since 2013-14, 
reaching a record 175 lakh tons in 2022-23.

• India is the second-largest fish and aquaculture producer 
globally, with 75% of production from inland fisheries.
Importance of Extension Services:
Extension services should provide request-based support 
on species cultivation, water quality, disease, rearing 
technologies, and address issues for seed growers and 
hatcheries.
Role of Matsya Seva Kendras (MSK):
Part of Pradhan Mantri Matsya Samapada Yojana, 
offering a range of extension services by trained 
aquaculture professionals.
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PIB-Defense(GSIII) • The bilateral Naval exercise between India and Sri 
Lanka, SLINEX 24 (Sri Lanka - India Exercise 2024) was 
conducted from 17 - 20 Dec 24 at Visakhapatnam under 
the aegis of the Eastern Naval Command in two phases. 
The harbour phase was held from 17 - 18 Dec 24 and the 
sea phase from 19 - 20 Dec 24.

• SLINEX series of bilateral exercises were initiated in 
2005 and since then regular exercises have been 
conducted. The current edition of the exercise has 
further strengthened the ties between the two maritime 
neighbours and contributed towards creating a safe and 
rule-based Maritime domain thereby taking forward 
the GoI’s resolve and vision of Security And Growth for 
All in the Region (SAGAR).
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Air: History
The nation is remembering Shaheed Udham Singh on his 
125th Birth Anniversary, today. Born in 1899 on this day in 
the village Sunam of Punjab in undivided India, this 
revolutionary avenged the Jallianwala Bagh massacre by 
assassinating Michael O’Dwyer, the then Lieutenant 
Governor of Punjab. 
While in the custody of the Britishers, he used the name 
‘Ram Mohammad Singh Azad’, representing the three major 
religions in India and his anti-colonial sentiments.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air: Species(GS3) • The bald eagle, a symbol of the power and strength of 
the United States for more than 240 years, earned an 
overdue honor. It officially became the country’s national 
bird. President Joe Biden signed into law legislation sent 
to him by Congress that amends the United States Code 
to correct what had long gone unnoticed and designate 
the bald eagle – familiar to many because of its white 
head, yellow beak and brown body – as the national bird.

• The bald eagle has appeared on the Great Seal of the 
United States, which is used in official documents, since 
1782, when the design was finalized. The seal is made up 
of the eagle, an olive branch, arrows, a flag-like shield, 
the motto “E Pluribus Unum” and a constellation of stars.

• It is listed as Least Concern.
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