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HEADLINES OF THE DAY

Indian Express-GS1(Geography)/GS2(IR)-Page9

China approves world's largest dam on Brahmaputra
river near border with India at a cost of SI37 billion

CJMVARMA
JELING, DECEMBER 26

“HINAHAS approved canstruc-
‘o of the words largest dam,
itated to be the biggest infra
aroject costing LSE 137 billion,
an the Brahmaputra river in
(ihet close to the [ndian border,
-aising concerns in riparian
itates India and Bangladesh.

TheChinese gvernment has
ypproved the construction of a
yrropawer project in thelower
‘eaches of the Yarhung Zangbo
e, the Tibetan name for the
drahmaputra, according to an
ficial statement quoted by
itate-run Xinhua nesws agency
Nednesday.

The dam is to be built at a
1uge gorge in the Himalayan
‘eaches where the Brahmaputra
‘Tver makes a huge U-tum to
Towinto Arunachal Pradesh and
‘hen toBangladesh.

The total investment in the

A1 rauld aveand ana tnllian

Kong-based South Ching Marning
Postreported Thursday.

China has already apera-
tinalised the IS0 1.5 billion
Zam hydropower station, the
largestin Tibet in2015.

The Brahmaputra dam was
part of the 14th Five-Year Plan
( 2021-2025) and National Eco-
niomic and Social Development
and the Long-Range Objectives
Through the Year 2035 adapted
by Plerum, a key policy body of
the ruling Communist Party of
China (CPC) in 2020,

Concerns arase in India as
the dam besides empowering
(China to contral the water flow,
thesizeand scaleof tcould also
enable Beijing to release large
amounts of water flooding bar-
dler areas in times of hostiliies.

India taa is building a dam
ower Brahmaputrain Anunachal
Praesh.

Iniia and China established
the Expert Level Mechanism
(ELM)in 2006 o disruss various

irrniar el sbad bn brame hardar

Beijing: China's Defence
Mintry on Thursday said that
the Chinese and [ndian mili-
taries are “comprehensively and
effectively” implementing the
agreement to end the standoff
at eastem Ladakh and “steady
progress has been made.
Chinese Defence
Spokespersan Senior Colonel
Zhang Xiangang mae th re-
marksduring a media briefing
here while answering a ques-
tion on the December 18
Spacial Representatives talks,
“At present, the Chinese

rivers figured in the talks be-
tween India, China Special
Representatives SAs) forborder

ammetion KA A it Pinarsl and

India, China agreement to end
Ladakh standoff being implemented

‘comprehensively": Chinese military

and Indian militaries are com-
prehensively and effectively
implementing the border-re-
lated solutions reached be-
tween the two sides, and
steady progress has been
made,hesaid

Hesaid that in recent times,
based an the important con-
sensus reached by the leaders
ofthe twacountries, Chinaand
India have maintained close
communication on the bordzr
situation through diplomatic
and military channels and
achieved great progress. FTI

borderrivers, astatement by the
Ministry of External Affairs said.
The Brahmaputra flows

amreer thn Tk an [labnsan man

| oftherainiest partsof mainland

(hina bringing bountiful flows
afwater.

Acrording to a 2003 repart,
the hydropower station is ex-
pected to generate mare than
300 billion kW of electricity
eachyear - enough tomeet the
annual needs of over 300 mil-
lion peaple.

In 2020, Yan Zhiyong, then
chairman of the state-owned
Pawer Canstruction
Corporation of China, was
quoted in the media a5 saying
the location on the Yarlung
Tsangpo was one of the most
hydropawer-rich areas in the
world

“The lowerreaches areafea-
tures a vertical drop of 2,000
metres over a S0-km distance,
representing nearfy 70 million

) lowatts of resurces that could

be developed - that is mare
than three Thre Gorges Dams
with aninstalled capacityof 125
million kilowatts,” the Post

rsnkrd b 2z e ime

cubicmetres per second accard-
ing o the report.

Yan said that the hy-
drapower explaitation of the
Yarlung Zangho river down-

stream is more than a hy-

dropoier project.

Itis also meaningful for the
environment, national secuniy,
living standards, energy and in-
ternational cooperafion.

“Itisaproject fornational se-
curiy, including water resources
and domestic security,” e said,
noting that the project vill lso
smoathcoaperation with South
hsia

The hydropower station
could generate income of 20kl
liomyuanL1S0 thre billion)an-
mually for the Tibet Autonomous
Region, hesaid.

An official statement on
Wednesday defended the proj-
ect, saying it wil play a positive
olkin accelerating the country's
efforts to create anew develap-
ment pattem and pursue high-

s litue Aol reeramt

China approved construction of the world's largest
hydropower dam on the lower reaches of the Yarlung
Zangbo River.

Estimated to produce 300 billion kilowatt-hours of
electricity annually, triple the capacity of the current largest,
the Three Gorges Dam.

Purpose and Impact:

Aims to meet China's carbon peaking and neutrality goals,
stimulate related industries, and create jobs in Tibet.
Located in an area with significant hydropower potential
due to dramatic altitude drops.

India and Bangladesh raised concerns about the dam's
potential to alter local ecology and river flow downstream.
The Yarlung Zangbo becomes the Brahmaputra River as it
flows into India and Bangladesh.
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Indian Express-GS3(Economy)-Page23 * Gross non-performing assets (GNPAs) ratio of scheduled
commercial banks (SCBs) declined to 2.5% at end-
September 2024, the lowest in over 13 years.

* GNPAs reduced by 15.9% year-on-year to %4.8 lakh crore
as on March 31, 2024.

Improvement in Asset Quality:

GNPA ratio fell to 2.7% at end-March 2024 and further to
2.5% at end-September 2024.

GNPA ratio for agricultural sector highest at 6.2%, retail
loans lowest at 1.2%.

GNPA ratio of education loans fell to 2.7% at end-

FINANCIAL HEALTH IMPROVES

Banks’ bad loans
ratioat 13-year
low, highest for
farm sector: RBI

Gross non-performing assets ratio
falls to 2.5% in Sept-end this yvear

HITESH VY AS =
LA LIRASL AL DECEMEER 29§ =
B e = Higher September 2024.
THE CROSS non-performming as- =] . recoweries . g g
sets (GNPAs) ratio of scheduled {42 Industrial sector GNPA ratio declined to 2.9% at end-
commercial banks (SCBs} de-
clirsed b a mmeore tharn 13—sear o THE IFMPFROWVEREMT im as-
of 2.5 per cent at thie emd of set quality of hanks=s can be September 2024.
Seprermibeer 21004, & Reseree Banke attrilbsred to hi ghe r recoee—
of Indiia repaoart stated Thorscay: eres and upsEradatsorns.
I fiscal NI, thee comsolidated BEanks hawe also seemn mod-
halance sheet of commencial Eeratiog in icrermental
bandcs in che-ooumiry rermaineed mo- shippages — fresh boans
bar=r, marked by sustained egpan- that hanre become MNP i
sy imn both oredir and deposics, a3 year

the= repawt stated.
“Accer quial ity Imgparoesec, weith
thee gross mon-—oeerfirrmine Sassets allso declined & decadal o of
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RBI forms committee
for ethical enablement
of Al in financial sector

ENS ECDMNOMIC BUREAL
KLEAEA], DECEMEBER 26

THE RESERWE Bamd: of Imdia (BB
has constinged an esghit-rmember
cormumiitiee of experts o develogs
a framnmewwvork for responsible and
ethical enablement of armaficial
inte lligence (FREE-AL] in the fi-
nancial seoor. The cormmmittes, T
be headed by Pushpak
Bhattacharyya. professor
[Department of Computer
Sciemnece and Engineering], IIT
Bomibway, waall recommend a rno-
st comprehensiee, and adagpt-
abile Al frarmssnssor ke fior the finan-
cial sector

The committes will assess
the current lewvel of adoption of
Al in fimancial services, globalhy
and in Indlia, and rewvieww regula-
oy and supervisory approaches
oA anith focus om thee fimarmecial
sector gkl by

As part of the termmes of refier-
ence, the comamnattes= willl identifiy

potential risks associated waith Al
if army and recommensd an evalu-
S0, mitigation and monstorins
framework amnd consequent
compliamce requirermsesmnts for fi-
nancial institutions, including
banks, non-bank finanoe cormgea-
maes [ MBRCs], fintechs amnd pay-
ment systerm operabors [PSs ]

It will also recommend a
framework incluoding sowver-
nance aspects for responsible,
ethical adoption of Al models |
applications in the domestic fi-
mnancial sector, the BUE said.

Be=sides BEhattachanyya. the
ather members of the commis-
tee are Debjani Ghosh, independ-
ent director, Reserwve Bank
Innmovation Hwub: Balararman
Ravindran, professor amnd head
[Wadhwani School of Data
Science and Al), IIT BMadras:
Abhichek Simgh, additional secne-
tary, Mimistry of Electromics amd
Information Technology: Rahad
Matthan, partner. Trllegal armong
athers

NEXT
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Reserve Bank of India (RBI) constituted an eight-member
committee to develop a framework for responsible and
ethical enablement of artificial intelligence (FREE-AI) in the
financial sector.

Committee Head: Chaired by Pushpak Bhattacharyya,
professor at IIT Bombay.

Objectives:Recommend a robust, comprehensive, and
adaptable Al framework for the financial sector.

Assess current Al adoption levels in financial services
globally and in India.

Review regulatory and supervisory approaches on Al with a
focus on the financial sector.

Suggest compliance requirements for banks, NBFCs,
fintechs, and payment system operators.

Recommend a framework for responsible and ethical
adoption of Al models/applications in the domestic financial
sector.
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The Hindu-Economy (GSlIl)-Pagel ! * Former Prime Minister Manmohan Singh, aged 92,

| q
: passed away at AlIMS, Delhi,
(] [ ] . . . .
Vatl()l] moums former PM Manmohan Sm ¢ Served as Prime Minister for two terms (2004-2014)
) ! under the Congress-led UPA government.
) ] J ) J '
1 1 . . .
he economistruler credited with iberalisaion ~© ~ Arcitect o the 1951 economic reforms a Finance
1
b o o c
; Minister under PV. Narasimha Rao.
He passed awayat AMSon Thursday | President Droupadi Murmuu describes Singh | Modisays as PM, Singh made extensive | Covernment functions cancelled and |
night afte faling unconscious athome I ‘one ofthe greatestsons of Bharat’ effors toimprove peaple’s ves seven-day national mourning declared "
Sandeep Phukan for two tems i the Con Alastingimprim N A forthright P busilty vere vy v meetng of the Congess .
NEW DELK] gressled United Progres Indid o Manmohan Sngh o ellected ble, Or ManmohanSngh - Working ~ Committe, 1
sive Allance government onindiay . (1932-200) AL ?( (Cio Ji Rising from humble orf- -~ rushed back to Dehi. 0
omer Pime M from 2004 t0 2004, had - extermal relations \(KIA](‘hdllgt' gins, he rose to becomea  In 4 post on X, M. 1
Flﬂ Manmohan  beetvin poor health or the respected economist, He  Kharge said India has osta .
Singh, 92, passed  past few months, AS FE o puri NEW DL served in various govern-  visonary - tatesman, 4 I
avay atthe Al It~ nance. MnSer - under o s i Kiswelloownthat ment postions as well i eader of unimpeachable I
it of Medicl Scences - fomer Prme Miter PN, by e Ot Wannoh Sih e vy cluding as Finance Minis - inegrty, and an econer .
e Thursy evning, - Nrasinha K, Dewasthe e e il oo (& leaing - strong it of unpurallld te I
O, Singh was admited - architetof elorms 191 k|Jnn‘10.a,5|r,,mpm mw‘ads'm e ouogld pEOC om our economic (ure, and asseted (hat .
1the ospclntheemer- ot canged e couseof i ahentameto et PO over e ears. His - “History il undoubedy |
sency ward around $ pan.  Indias economic ool Hs dostthehundtonel  Meventons - Parla udge him Kindy", A man .
i criicalcondidon, “He  trajetory. —— ndasmodemsockmater mentwere alo insghtfl,  of acton rather - than 1
was treated or ageselated —— ASa mark of respectto m'd»:"na-,‘lortwuclhls boom withthe crestonl AS our Prime Minister, he words, his immense contr- "
meicl condiions and e formerPrime NSE, e i o 6t ey e et s 10 buion o nation g !
had sudden loss o con- ] Uniom  GONemment e it g, [T — L R L |
sciousness at home. Rests- — functions were cancelled mmw‘;ﬂmmm sutlethons, o ModisiidonX. ofIndian history" .
it measures vere  and & evemday natondl e st of 1, : Congress Pariamentary ——*Manmohan Singh i ed I
sared mmediely ot mourning was declred. 3 wo e Stts Party chairperson Sonfa — India with mmense wis .
home. He was brought o The Union Cabinet Wil it it ot (andhi and er daughter  dom and integiy, His b 1
1
I
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The Hindu-Governance(GSll)-Pagel0 ! ¢ The U.K. House of Commons recently voted to legalise
: assisted dying, marking a significant shift. Supporters
l) i view it as compassionate, while opponents worry about
Ou aSSlSte ymg e eg se ! vulnerable patients feeling pressured to end their lives.
! e Current law criminalises assisting suicide, but the
|
Whet concemns o opponents o the asisted dying Bl in the UK. rasc? What changes does the proposed awseek t introduce? How does IndiaSgalstance on : proposed Bill allows terminally ill patients with less than
n o] ) B . 8 o o .
a0 e LS ot : six months to live to choose assisted death, with strict
- ! safeguards involving doctors and a High Court judge.
EXPLANER withthe ngh.ts n{l\.vn ln(.'gmhly Sl'lﬁt'nng THE GIST I . . . . . . .
A ke o ko . * India has legalised passive euthanasia (withdrawing life
or parlament to modify the L. In 2015, | . . .
heurpen Coutoffuman s~ ¥ ; support for terminally ill patients) through the Supreme
Garimella Subramaniam ruled that the UK, SupremeCourtwas —— gheui HouseofCommons. = , .
under no oblgaion to examine the MENS — rentytedtolegase 1 Cou rt’s rU||ng.
The story so far: ofachallngeto primary legilationand s yog makngs

that Britan's government was open to sgnficant it Supporter
concluding thatthis was a matte for View t s compassionate, whe |
parliament to arrive at a suitable oppanents worry about
determination. It thus crystal clear that ~— wiherablepatientsfeelng. 1
only new legislation can alterthe status— pressured to end their ves.

ritain's House of Commons on
November 29 voted by a
majority to legalise asssted
(ying - aless controversial

synonym for assised suicide in England

and Wales. The step signals  seismic (o n this matter. & I
social shifton an emotive ssue. Advocates I
regard the new Bill as  humane and Whatis the position in India? Curtent aw crminales .
compassionate ntervention that should In Common Cause vs, Union of India asisting uicide butthe 1

(2018), the Supreme Courtaffirmed that ~ proposed Bil lows teminaly
the ‘right o de with dignity”is ntegral 1 paent withlessthansi

totherightto eand personal lheryy ~ Mostolietochoose
under Arice 21 ofthe Consution, The  teddeath ih i

for those who want to exercise the option
- bring closure to a painful, debilitating
and degrading dependence on the
immediate family, Ononents. who
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIlIl)-Pagel0

Whyis strengthening fisheries
extension services crucial?

Wt stpport o Mtsya eva Redrasproide 0 fsh Fames?

Abbilaksh Tikbi

Thestory so far:
1y posseses iverse Fsberis
resources tha provide Hvelhoo
opportunies o approsimately
three cronefishers and fish armers,
The country has witnessed an §3%
Inctease I the nationalsh procuction
since 201344, thatstands at a record 175
[gkhtons in 2022:23, With 75% o his
coming fromiland fiheries, India s the
secondlarget fsh and aquaculre
pitoducer lably. I this bk,
strengthening st mile fsberies and
s ture extension srvices s of
paramant mpartanee. Experts contend
thatsuch exfension should provide
teesthased senes o ishers

farmare cn th lifs uels of imnernd

traning o promote sstainable practices
and fisheries based actvitesthat have the
ottt be viabe business models,

What s the roe of Matsya Seva
Kendras?

Underthefagship Pradhan Mantr Matsya
Samapada Yojans, Mtsya Seva endres
(MSK) s been envisoned a5 one st
solution t provide  range of etension
servies by trained aquaculture
professional, The governmental
asssance o setupsuch Rendras o
Wotmen nd wegker secions s avelble
tothe xtentof60%. Funds hve been
rovided o Stae governments and Union
Terrtoresfor aperatonalsng 10 such
endras, For example, the MEK n
Trisgur, Kevala has a wel-equipped b

fr watar enl and mirenhial anahueie tn

O v see e nputs backed with
thepequire technalogy nfusion

Fiosteringa ‘whole of government
approach, the Government o ndi
Aices MSKs to moblise starts,
conperatives, fish armers producer
(rganisations, jint ably groups, and
sel el groups 0 share st practices.
The et ncudes regenerative and
Conservation management pracises for
Doth nland and marine fsheris in view
ofthe efetsof climatechange.

How do Sagar Mitras support fishers?
Another innovate extenson inifaive y
the overnment s he deployment of
“Sagar Miras" i constal States and T
a5 vital interface between the
governen and sea-borme e, They

raminila infrrmatinn and data an daily

regulations, weather orecasts, naural
¢llanites,bygieni ish handlng, and
potentel fishing 2ones i the sees,

How can extension services be
improved?

Tomake the evtension and adviory
serviees n fishers and aguacule
o obusthe ned ofthehour s
tofold, First, e above s should
einstitutonally converged with the
already networked field extension
machinery of over 700 it Councllof
Agricultoral Research drven Rrish
Viyan Kendres and the Stae
govemments and U esension sevices,
Second, prometing digal outreach, The
Natonal Fisheries Development Board
s niated  naiovide virtualleaming
pletorm, AquaBazzar hat enabes
aperts o iy st concepts nd
provide practical demonstrations o
fishers on breedingseed production of
commercillyimportant fsh,

Tt context, he Workd Bankasssted
Goverrunent o ndia projeetto ormalse
the fsheries and aquaculte sctor is
boonindeed, Itaims o ceate wrkbased
digtalidenties for al fshers and fih
{armersnthe couniy, thereby
strengthening thel etension, capacly

huilding and maranaee aanaration

THEGIST

¥

Stenghening fiheres
ensionsenvices s essental
forsuppartg fishers and
prmating ustainable
practices it nfatves ke
Hatsy Seva Kendras and

SagarMitas playng ey ol

v

Hatsya S Hendras and
Segar s el s by
providing crticalsupport,
fraing, nd nformaton o
improve productiity and
sustainabliy,

-

NEXT
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Fisheries Resources and Production:

India provides livelihood opportunities to approximately
three crore fishers and fish farmers.

83% increase in national fish production since 2013-14,
reaching a record 175 lakh tons in 2022-23.

India is the second-largest fish and aquaculture producer
globally, with 75% of production from inland fisheries.
Importance of Extension Services:

Extension services should provide request-based support
on species cultivation, water quality, disease, rearing
technologies, and address issues for seed growers and
hatcheries.

Role of Matsya Seva Kendras (MSK):

Part of Pradhan Mantri Matsya Samapada Yojana,
offering a range of extension services by trained
aquaculture professionals.
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PIB-Defense(GSlIlI) * The bilateral Naval exercise between India and Sri

Lanka, SLINEX 24 (Sri Lanka - India Exercise 2024) was
conducted from 17 - 20 Dec 24 at Visakhapatnam under
the aegis of the Eastern Naval Command in two phases.
The harbour phase was held from 17 - 18 Dec 24 and the
sea phase from 19 - 20 Dec 24.

e SLINEX series of bilateral exercises were initiated in
2005 and since then regular exercises have been
conducted. The current edition of the exercise has
further strengthened the ties between the two maritime
neighbours and contributed towards creating a safe and
rule-based Maritime domain thereby taking forward
the Gol’s resolve and vision of Security And Growth for
All in the Region (SAGAR).

iy
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Air: History
The nation is remembering Shaheed Udham Singh on his
125th Birth Anniversary, today. Born in 1899 on this day in
the village Sunam of Punjab in undivided India, this
revolutionary avenged the Jallianwala Bagh massacre by
assassinating Michael O’Dwyer, the then Lieutenant
Governor of Punjab.

While in the custody of the Britishers, he used the name
‘Ram Mohammad Singh Azad’, representing the three major
religions in India and his anti-colonial sentiments.

Nation Remembers Shaheed Udham Singh On His 125th
Birth Anniversary
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Air: Species(GS3)

Bald Eagle Officially Designated As The United States
National Bird After 240 Years

NEXT
1 AS]

The bald eagle, a symbol of the power and strength of
the United States for more than 240 years, earned an
overdue honor. It officially became the country’s national
bird. President Joe Biden signed into law legislation sent
to him by Congress that amends the United States Code
to correct what had long gone unnoticed and designate
the bald eagle — familiar to many because of its white
head, yellow beak and brown body — as the national bird.
The bald eagle has appeared on the Great Seal of the
United States, which is used in official documents, since
1782, when the design was finalized. The seal is made up
of the eagle, an olive branch, arrows, a flag-like shield,
the motto “E Pluribus Unum” and a constellation of stars.
It is listed as Least Concern.




