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Trump weighs in
on H-1B: Been a
believer... great
programme

‘Adways been in favour of the visas_..
many H-1B visas on my properties’

SHUBHAMT ROY
MHEW DELHI.DECEMAEER 2%

ARID THE public rmomesr ammone his
supporters owver the H-1B wisa
programume, LS President—elect
omeald Trump hhas backed ey
Sl by Elon BAus b, callimes hiames=1F =
“eeliewer im H- 1B amnd sanrimegg e
s “abesan= been i fareoaunr of thee
wisas™.

“Twe albweay=s liked the wisas, 1
havee alwwan'= been in o of thee
wisas That's wwiny wee haee theerm ™
Trump=said in a tcelephome imter—
wienww wwithe tihee MNeww ok Post om
Saturday. I have many H-1E
wisasor e properties. Fee besem
a beliewer i H-1E. I hawe wsed 5t
many rimees_. If's a great pro-
Erarmume" he= said
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Trumps first ermm as LIS
Fresidemt, his administra-
o imposed restrictioams
orn H-1E visas, citimess corn-
cerTs onver Cabarse™ amd
“ecomoanesc sSrain™. Hes
Theard lame ore inTumisETakion,
Foaus sed meosthy o illlesal
emtrant=s. fiormmed am -
Portant part of his caan-
paggr thiis drree o His
support for H-1E comses
&t atime when the pro-
srarmumne fares intense
scrurimny. includins froom .a
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President-elect Donald Trump expressed support for H-1B
visas, citing their importance for hiring skilled workers.
What is the H-1B visa program?

The programme allows American employers to hire non-
immigrant workers in specialty occupations that require
a high level of skills and at least a bachelor’s degree,
according to the US Department of Labour.

“The intent of the H-1B provisions is to help employers
who cannot otherwise obtain needed business skills and
abilities from the US workforce by authorising the
temporary employment of qualified individuals who are
not otherwise authorised to work in the United States,”
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After 2 years of
India-Australia

trade deal, export
utilisation reaches 79%

TRADE HAS DECLINED IN CURRENT FINANCIAL YEAR

RAVIDUTTA MISHRA
MEW DELHI. DECEMEER 29

THE MINISTEY of Commerce
amed Indurstry o Sunday sasd that
export utilisation under the
India-Australia Econormic
Cpperation and Trade
Agreemment [ ECTA)} has reached
79 per cemt after b years of -
Plementation, wihiils import ukl-
isation stored ar 84 per cenvl
Trade wurilisation of a free
wrade agreement (FTA ]l indicates
the extent o which trade bene-
fits from the agreement. It also
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TRADE LTTILESATHNY of a
FTA indicates the exben by
which trade bervefits firomn
the agreement. it also
provides insights mvbo
whether busimesses are
effectine by leweraging the
FTA or fimsding its
oorsession procedures
burdensome

I DR ST RAL LA trads
has declined durins ourre nit
Anancial year

The muinisiry =aid that key
sectors such as exctiles, chemni-
cals, and agriculture hawe
recarded sigmificant growith.
Additionalhy, exports in nesws cat-
emorkes, including gold studded
with diamonds and turbopets,
demoansirate the agreement’s
role indiversifiying trade.

Imports of essential ravws ma-
t=rials such as meetalliferowus ores,
ootton, and wwood produects hasse
bolstered India’s imndusiries, un-
derscoring the mutially bemnefi-
cial mature of the parmnership.
heamarhile, sechors such as elec-
ronics and ensgineering hasse po-
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Export utilisation under the India-Australia Economic
Cooperation and Trade Agreement (ECTA) has reached 79
per cent after two years of implementation, while import
utilisation stood at 84 per cent.

Trade utilisation of a free trade agreement (FTA)
indicates the extent to which trade benefits from the
agreement. It also provides insights into whether
businesses are effectively leveraging the FTA or finding
its concession procedures burdensome.

However, trade between India and Australia has declined
during the current financial year. Official trade data
revealed that goods exports to Australia totalled $3.99
billion during the six months from April to September
2024, down from $4.89 billion in the same period last
year, marking an 18 per cent decline.
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PIB-GS3(Defence) e The Indian Army contingent comprising 334 personnel

departed for Nepal today to participate in 18% edition of
Battalion Level Joint Military Exercise SURYA KIRAN. The
exercise will be conducted in Saljhandi, Nepal from

315t December 2024 to 13t January 2025. It is an annual
training event conducted alternatively in the two
countries.

* The Indian Army contingent is being led by a Battalion
from the 11t Gorkha Rifles. The Nepal Army contingent
will be represented by Srijung Battalion.

e The aim of Exercise SURYA KIRAN is to enhance
interoperability in jungle warfare, counter terrorism
operations in mountains, and Humanitarian Assistance
and Disaster Relief under United Nations Charter. The
exercise will focus on enhancing operational
preparedness, aviation aspects, medical training, and
environment conservation. Through these activities, the
troops will enhance their operational capabilities, refine
their combat skills and strengthen their coordination to
operate together in challenging situations.

iy D

INDIANARNY CONTINGENT DEPARTS FOR INDIA: NERAL JOINT ILITARY
EXERCISE SURTAKRAN

Poste On: 26 DEC 2024 §41AM oy P2 e
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PIB-GS3(Space) * ISRQO's year-end mission scheduled for 30th December is
going to be a historic one as it will seek the rare feat of
docking or merging or joining together two satellites in
Space. The project has been named "Space Docking
Experiment" (SpaDeX)

* SpaDeX mission is a cost-effective technology
demonstrator mission for the demonstration of in-space
docking using two small spacecraft launched by PSLV.
This technology is essential for India’s space ambitions
such as Indian on Moon, sample return from the Moon,
the building and operation of Bharatiya Antariksh Station
(BAS), etc. In-space docking technology is essential when
multiple rocket launches are required to achieve
common mission objectives. Through this mission, India
is marching towards becoming the fourth country in the
world to have space docking technology.

Ministry of Stience & Technology

lfl'

ISRO's year end mission to seek the rare feat of docking or merging or joining
together two satellites in Space

SpaDeX, India's final Space Mission for 2024: How ISRO will dock 2 satelltes in space with PSLV
rocket's round design

"SpaDEX" will mark a milestone, showcasing India's expertise in spacecraft docking technology
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PIB-GS1(History)
Ministry of Ports, Shipping and Weterways

.fr

"Lothal to become Global Hub for Maritime Hentage with National Maritime
Hertage Complex”; Sarbananda Sonowal

Union Ministers Shri Sarbananda Sonowal along with Dr Mansukh Mandaviya and Chief Minister of
Gujarat Shri Bhupendra Patel made a joint review to assess the progress of National Maritime Heritage
Complex (NMHC) at Lothal, Gujarat
Ministers visit INS Nishank, Lothal Jetty Walkway, and Museum Block

Ministry of Parts, Shipping & Waterways is developing NMHC under the Sagarmala Programme, to
showcase India’s Maritime Legacy

Posted On: 28 DEC 2024 5:40PM by PIB Defhi
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The National Maritime Heritage Complex (NMHC) in
Lothal, Gujarat, is set to become an international tourist
hotspot, celebrating India’s rich maritime legacy.
Spanning from ancient civilisations to modern times, the
complex will use a unique blend of education and
entertainment, incorporating the latest technology to
immerse visitors in the country’s maritime history.
Designed as a world-class destination under the
Sagarmala Programme, NMHC aims to showcase India's
naval achievements and cultural connections through
interactive exhibits, state-of-the-art displays, and
engaging storytelling. This initiative is poised to not only
preserve India’s maritime heritage but also to attract
global tourists and foster a deeper appreciation of its
historical significance.Lothal, a prominent city of the
ancient Indus Valley Civilisation dating back to 2400 BCE,
holds historical significance for its advanced dockyard,
thriving trade, and renowned bead-making industry.
Artifacts such as seals, tools, and pottery unearthed by
archaeologists reveal a rich cultural and economic
history, making it a pivotal site of the Harappan
civilisation.
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The Hindu-Governance (GSIl)-Page 8 ! ¢ Aspeech delivered by Justice Shekhar Kumar Yadav of
the Allahabad High Court, that made apparent his biases
S, . against the Muslim community, at an event organised by
The Challenge thOIdngUdges accountable ! the legal cell of the Vishwa Hindu Parishad within the
Court precincts on December 8, has once again
spotlighted the difficulty in India’s review mechanism to

hold judges of the higher judiciary accountable.
* The review mechanism requires “proved misbehaviour or

The i mechais o e nci ries rovmisheiour o ncapacy o e e By commitie: s up e the e nqui Act 1968 This :
commienetons ke ol cour, bt s oo ot sccesfl et e the g s move iter i the Lok Sabhaor the R S :

(ETTER & SPRIT hugust 6ty sekingacontnuation THE GIST . . . .
o oot et incapacity” to be decided by a three-member committee
that “the risicdom ofthe Commitee s . .
Kl Shakar miouchedby e fcmlrenord,, ¥ set up un der the Jud ges ( Inqui ry) Act, 1968. This
The FIAS comention was that there were Oy ool . tt f t. | . k t 0 | t b t . t . t .
smh de"'w‘lbﬂjwfi‘; I\Fu e Délflzjl;”hf remuvgl nﬂmm ol b commitiee Tunctions like a trial court, but IS set In mMotion
Snektar Kumar Yadav o the O3 )ustice - one (at concerms Ang. oo byl 2
Ar\l{ahalmd High Court, gul, which i govened by Artice L4 ) rhrpp-mpmbprmr);mmpsl ol ly after a successful attem pt toim peac h the
ade pparent s ises and the second, which s ipeschment,  yhich g compief concerned J ud ge is moved either in the Lok Sabha or the

again the Muslim community, 2t an
event organised by the legal el of e
Vi Hindu Paihad within the Court
piecicts on December 8, has once agan
spotlgted the iffculty in ndies review
mechaniam 0 o udes of e hiher
Jidicary accoumabk

The review mechanism requies
“proved misbebaviouror ncapayto
bedecided by a i mesnber comiftee
g0 undertheJudges Inguiy Act,
1968, This committe fonctions ke a rial

SRR PR P SRpumpar S e S

wilkinthe usdicion of Pariament,— JustiefaighCoutandan
“The purposecf impeachmentisnot— embent it
el remavalfrom ofice,but  mae
slbsantialone sbout accountably to
the people whose trst s llsed tobe e 4ol e
bireched and whse confidence n Canstuion spulates that e
dicaryneds obereiforee ey o st veted
el Uganby Pakarent, The
Mok Gy Moo
R e L

fomofic adislentontheeal e ARG Bnb i e
Bttt on b Lol B motionoranabsolute mairty

Rajya Sabha, which must be approved by the presiding
officer of the House — the Speaker in the case of the Lok
Sabha, or the Vice-President/Chairman in case of the
Rajya Sabha. The provisions for this mechanism flows
from Articles 124 (4), (5), 217, and 218 of the
Constitution of India, and the those of the Judges
(Inquiry) Act, 1968
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Centre gets 6.21 lakh
applications under
PM internship scheme

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Union Corporate Af-
fairs Ministry said in a re-
lease on Sunday that the
pilot scheme of the Prime
Minister’s Internship
Scheme received approxi-
mately 6.21 lakh applica-
tions against 1.27 lakh op-
portunities. “The selection

real-life business environ-
ment, across varied profes-
sions and employment op-
portunities,” the Centre
said.

Financial aid

“The interns will be pro-
vided with financial assis-
tance of ¥5,000 per month
[for 12 months], of which
4,500 would be disbursed
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The Union Corporate Affairs Ministry said in a reIeas
that the pilot scheme of the Prime Minister’s Internship
Scheme received approximately 6.21 lakh applications
against 1.27 lakh opportunities. “The selection process

for internship is ongoing,” the Ministry said.

The internship scheme was announced in the previous
Union Budget, and it aims to provide internship
opportunities to one crore youth in the top 500

companies over five years. “Through this Scheme, youth

will gain exposure to real-life business environment,

across varied professions and employment

opportunities,” the Centre said.

Financial aid

“The interns will be provided with financial assistance of
X5,000 per month [for 12 months], of which 24,500

would be disbursed by the Union government, and X500
per month would be paid by the company from its CSR
[corporate social responsibility] funds,” the Centre

added.

The Corporate Affairs Ministry will also provide a one-

time grant of 26,000 for incidentals to each intern, upon
ioining the place of internship.




