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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page12 • Donald Trump threatened to take back the Panama 
canal, calling the transfer treaty “foolish

• The Panama canal is an artificial 80-kilometre canal 
connecting the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, reducing 
cost, time and distance for international shipping. The 
canal is crucial for the global supply chain, and 6% of 
maritime world trade goes through it. The canal also 
symbolises U.S.’s technological prowess and economic 
power. It opened in 1914 after the U.S. finished 
construction, and was controlled by the U.S. until 
December 31, 1999.

• The canal was handed over to Panama in 1999 under the 
Torrijos-Carter Treaties. The first, called the Panama 
Canal Treaty, cancelled the Panama Canal Zone and 
turned the canal over to the Panamanians on December 
31, 1999. Under the second, the Permanent Neutrality 
Treaty, the canal was declared neutral and open to 
vessels of all nations. Under this treaty, the U.S. has the 
right to defend the neutrality of the canal and have 
priority passage in military emergencies.
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The Hindu –GS3(Agriculture)-Page 16
The Union Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change has amended the rules governing the selection of 
experts to the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee 
(GEAC), the apex technical body regulating genetically 
modified (GM) seeds in India.
Under the new rules, an “expert member” ought to disclose 
their “interest” that could conflict with their duties. The 
expert is also expected to take all steps necessary to ensure 
that any conflict of interest does not affect any decision of 
the GEAC.
An expert member with any direct or indirect association 
with a matter being discussed in a meeting of the 
committee is obliged to disclose this prior to the meeting. 
Unless specifically requested by the committee, the expert 
is expected to recuse their selves from the meeting. All 
selected members would also have to fill out a form 
detailing their professional affiliations to a decade prior to 
joining the committee.
Split verdict
These rules come on the back of a Supreme Court order in 
July 2023 requiring that the Centre form a national policy on 
GM crops.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –GS3(S&T)-Page 16 Researchers from the Indian Institute of Technology-
Guwahati (IIT-G) and the Bose Institute, Kolkata have 
developed an advanced injectable hydrogel for localised
cancer treatment. hydrogel serves as a stable reservoir for 
anti-cancer drugs, releasing it in a controlled manner while 
sparing healthy cells from harm.
Hydrogels are water-based, polymer networks capable of 
absorbing and retaining fluids. Their unique structure 
mimics living tissues, making them suitable for biomedical 
applications.
The hydrogel, composed of ultra-short peptides is designed 
to remain insoluble in biological fluids, ensuring it stays 
localised at the injection site. It responds to elevated levels 
of glutathione (GSH), a molecule abundant in tumour cells.
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Indian Express –GS1(History)-Page 6 • Highly regarded across Kerala for blending spiritualism 
with a commitment to social reform, Guru’s teachings 
and philosophy – dating back to the early part of the last 
century – have come to be known as Advaita Vedanta. It 
is a doctrine of “non-duality”, in which Guru says that the 
“ultimate reality” or “Brahman” is singular and 
indivisible, and that the “individual self” or “Atman” is 
one with this universal essence.

• It is “ignorance” or “Maya” that creates an illusion of 
“duality”, leading to divisions based on caste, religion 
and other superficial identities, Guru said. His teachings 
call for individuals to turn inwards, recognise their 
“divine nature”, and embrace “the interconnectedness of 
all beings”.

• His simple, but revolutionary, proclamation was “One 
Caste, One Religion, One God for Man”, and he 
encouraged throwing open of consecrated temples to all 
castes.
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Indian Express –GS2(Governance)-Page 6 • The right to property is a human right and a 
constitutional right and no person can be deprived of his 
or her property without being paid adequate 
compensation, the Supreme Court ruled Thursday while 
also holding that in exceptional circumstances of 
inordinate delay in disbursement of compensation, the 
date of fixing the valuation can be shifted to a more 
recent one.

• “Right to Property ceased to be a Fundamental Right by 
the Constitution (Forty-Fourth Amendment) Act, 1978, 
however, it continues to be a human right in a welfare 
State, and a constitutional right under Article 300-A of 
the Constitution. Article 300-A of the Constitution 
provides that no person shall be deprived of his property 
save by authority of law. The State cannot dispossess a 
citizen of his property except in accordance with the 
procedure established by law,”
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Indian Express –GS2(Governance)-Page 16 • The Uttarakhand government on December 8 
inaugurated the winter Char Dham circuit, aimed at 
drawing tourists to the state in the off-season winter 
months.

• Here is all you need to know about winter Char Dham, 
why the Uttarakhand government is promoting it, and 
what are some concerns surrounding it.

• Winter seats of Char Dham
• Nestled in the Garhwal Himalayas in Uttarakhand, are 

four revered Hindu shrines or dhams — Gangotri, 
Yamunotri, Kedarnath, and Badrinath — collectively 
known as Char Dham.

• Each year, from May to November, lakhs of pilgrims visit 
these shrines. According to Government of Uttarakhand
data, more than 48 lakh pilgrims and 5.4 lakh vehicles 
visited Char Dham this year, accounting for roughly 8.4 
per cent of Uttarakhand’s annual domestic tourist 
footfall.
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PIB-Environment (GSIII) • India’s 4th Biennial Update Report (BUR-4) to the United 
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) was submitted on 30th December, 2024. The 
BUR-4 updates the Third National Communication (TNC) 
and contains the National Greenhouse Gas (GHG) 
inventory for the year 2020. The report also embodies 
information on India’s national circumstances, mitigation 
actions, an analysis of the constraints, gaps, related 
finance, technology, and capacity-building needs.

• In 2020, India’s total GHG emissions decreased by 7.93 
per cent with respect to 2019. The emissions, excluding 
Land Use, Land-Use Change and Forestry (LULUCF), were 
2,959 million tonnes of CO2e and net emissions of 2,437 
million tonnes of CO2e with the inclusion of LULUCF. The 
energy sector contributed the most to overall emissions 
(75.66 percent), followed by the agriculture (13.72 
percent), Industrial Processes and Product Use (8.06 
percent), and Waste (2.56 percent). 

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



PIB-Economy(GSIII) • India is the 6th largest exporter of Textiles & Apparel in 
the world in 2023. The share of textile and apparel (T&A) 
including handicrafts in India’s total exports stands at a 
significant 8.21% in 2023-24. Our country has a share of 
3.9% of the global trade in textiles and apparel. Major 
textile and apparel export destinations for India are USA 
and EU and with around 47% share in total textile and 
apparel exports. India is a major textile and apparel 
exporting country and enjoys trade surplus. Bulk of 
import takes place for re-export or for industry 
requirement of raw material.
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