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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Pagel

Ahead of PM’s Paris trip, Rafale,
Scorpene deals reach final leg

Modi has been invited to visit Al summit in France on February 10 and I1; government-to-government deals estimated at
S10 billion likely to be placed for approval before Cabinet Committee on Security in the next couple of weeks, sources say

Dinakar Peri

NEW DELHI

wo large defence
deals between In-
dia and France are

being finalised, amid ex-
pectations that Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi will
visit Paris in February for
the Artificial Intelligence
Action Summit to be host-
ed by French President
Emmanuel Macron.

The deals, together esti-
mated at over $10 billion,
will include the purchase
of 26 Rafale-M fighter jets
for the Indian Navy's air-
craft carriers, and three ad
ditional  Scorpene-class
conventional submarines,
The two deals are expected
to be put before the Cabi-
net Committee on Security
(CCS) for approval in the
next couple of weeks,
eaneans eald

Shopping list

As Prime Minister Narendra Modi Is expected to be in Paris in
February, India is looking to seal arms deals

WHAT THE
COUNTRY WANTS?

# 26 Rafale-M fighter jets for
the Navy's aireraft camiers

# Three more Scorpenes
class conventional
submarines

# The two deals are

!Q It is just matter of
completing the
formalities of the acquisition
process and we expect thatif
not this month, next month,
hopefully, this [Seorpene
submarines} and RafaleM

expected to be put
before the Cabinet
Committee on Security |
forapprovalsoon [

“The expectation is that
PM Modi will visit Paris to
attend the Al Summit and
will also have a bilateral
component. So both sides

are working to tie up the
i Aaale whioh ava dn tha

e’

India needs the navalversion of the Rafale for NS Vikrant

dleals should be signed

Navy chief Admiral DINESH K,
i TRIPATHI in December

final stages of conclusion,”
an informed source said.
This was also independent-
ly confirmed by other
sources,

The French President’s
affion has

aleaade  an

nounced that Mr. Modi has
been invited for the Artifi-
cial Intelligence Summit on
February 10 and 11, France
says the meet will focus on
actions to ensure that the
global Al sector can drive
beneficial outcomes.

Final stage
In response to a question
at his annual press confe-
rence last month, Navy
chief Admiral Dinesh K.
Tripathi said that both
deals are in the final stage
and could be completed
next month. “It is just a
matter of completing the
formalities of the acquisi
tion process and we expect
that it not this month, next
month, hopefully, this
[Scorpene submarine| and
the Rafale-M deal should
be signed,” he had said.
On the Rafale-M deal,

tha Masne shiaf had said i

was “one level short of tak-
ing it to the CCS (Cabinet
Committee on Security)”
for clearance, which will
be followed by the signing
of the contract, Asitisa go-
vernment-to-government
deal, it is expected to be
implemented quickly.

The deal for three Scor-
pene submarines is a re
peat order to the Mazagon
Dock Shipbuilders Limit-
ed, which is building them
in partnership with the Na-
val Group of France. Of the
six submarines from the
earlier contract, five have
been inducted.

The last one, Vagsheer,
is set to be commissioned
on January 15 in Mumbai,
in the presence of Mr. Mo-
di, along with two other
frontline platforms.

CONTINVED ON
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Two large defence deals between India and France are
being finalised, amid expectations that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi will visit Paris in February for the Artificial
Intelligence Action Summit to be hosted by French
President Emmanuel Macron.

The deals, together estimated at over $10 billion, will
include the purchase of 26 Rafale-M fighter jets for the
Indian Navy’s aircraft carriers, and three additional
Scorpene-class conventional submarines. The two deals
are expected to be put before the Cabinet Committee on
Security (CCS) for approval in the next couple of weeks,
sources said.

“The expectation is that PM Modi will visit Paris to
attend the Al Summit and will also have a bilateral
component. So both sides are working to tie up the two
deals which are in the final stages of conclusion
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* The ambitious plan to build a mega-hydropower da
across the Brahmaputra at the Great Bend region of the
Medog county in the Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR)
in China, has been in the drawing boards of Chinese
hydrocracy for decades. The clearest signalling to this
effect happened in 2020 when this project was included
in China’s 14th Five-Year Plan. Its approval was granted
on December 25, 2024. India, Bhutan and Bangladesh
will have serious downstream implications of this 60 GW
hyper-dam built upstream by China.

 The Brahmaputra is a transboundary Himalayan river
basin spanning four riparian countries. China is the
uppermost riparian nation with the river system
originating in the TAR, where it is known as the Yarlung
Zangbo (or Tsangpo). India and Bhutan are lower riparian
nations in relation to China and middle riparian countries
in relation to Bangladesh. It is from Bangladesh, which is
the lowermost riparian nation, that the river drains into
the Bay of Bengal. All riparian countries have major
water infrastructure projects planned in the river basin,
such as hydropower dams, embankments meant for river
control, irrication dams and barrages.

The Hindu —GS2(IR)-Page 10
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Four-lane Banihal bypass
opens in J&K’s Ramban

I'he 2.35km stretch, strategically located on NH-44, will boost ‘national security logistics' and
tourism, significantly reduce travel time for vehicles headed to Kashmir Valley, savs Nitin Gadkari

The Hindu Burcan
SKINAGAR

nion Transport and
U Highways Minister

Nitin Gadkari on
Sunday described the com-
pletion of the Banthal by-
pass in Jammu and Kash
mir's Ramban district as a
milestone in strengthening
“national security logls-
ties” and enhancing “wu-
rism prospects of the
region”,

Taking to X, Mr. Gadkari
announced the completion
of the fourdane 2.35-km
stretch to Banthal town,
built at a cost of 122444
crove. Strategically located
on the Ramban-Banihal
section of National High
way 44, it eflectively ad-
dresses the persistent bot-
tlenecks caused by
roadsicdle  markets  and
shops, Mr. Gadkari said

He said two-lane trathc
will be allowed initially and
tour-fane traffic permitted
after  “junction develop
ment” within 15 days

The Minister said this
critical infrastructure en
suredd unhindered  trathic
flow, significantly reducing

Smooth ride: |

Kashmir's Ramban destr it on Sunday. A,

the  Kashmmir Valley.
“Beyond  improving  re
glonal connectivity, the by-
pass strengthens national
security logistics and en
hances tourism prospects
in the region,” he said

NH-44 is a major high-
way in India. The longestin
the country, it stretches
from Srinagar in the north
to Kanniyakumari in the
saouth,

The Centre has em

weather road connecting
the Kashmir Valley with
the rest of the country. Tra-
vel tiene on the 290-km
long Jammau- Srinagar Na
tional Highway, which is
part of NH-44, has reduced
fram nine howrs 1o around
six hours after significant
upgrades such as tunnels
However, the highway
passing through the
tough mauntains of Ram
ban district posed a major

the Banihal arex. Multiple
tunneds, including the criti
cal Marog-Digdol and Dig
dol-Khuni-Nallah, are ir
the final stages to ensurg
seamless trathe on  the
highway. The upgrade o
the 32-km stretch betweer
Ramban and  Banihal
which is under way, will re
duce travel time betweer
Srinagar and Jammu, mak
ing the Kashmir Valley very
casy to reach. Nationa

NEXT
1 AS]

Union Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari on
Sunday described the completion of the Banihal bypass
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Ramban district as a milestone
in strengthening “national security logistics” and
enhancing “tourism prospects of the region”.
Strategically located on the Ramban—Banihal section of
National Highway 44, it effectively addresses the
persistent bottlenecks caused by roadside markets and
shops
* NH-44 is a major highway in India. The longest in
the country, it stretches from Srinagar in the north
to Kanniyakumari in the south.
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President, PM to attend Jan 9-10 Pravasi

Bharatiya Divas event in Bhub

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, JAKUARY 3

PRIMIE MINISTER Marendra Modi
will inaugurate the 18h edition
of the Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
(PBOY convention, a key initiative
of the government to connect
and engage with the Indian dias-
para, inBhubaneswar on January
9. President of Trinidad and
Tohagn, Chnstine Carla Kargaloo,
the chief guest, will address the
gathering virtually,

President Droupadi Murmu
will deliver the valedictory ad-
dress on January 10 and confer
the Pravasi Bharatiya Samman
Awiard, which recognises indi-
viduals and organisations that
have rmade significant contribu-
tions in fields such as social
waork, humanitarian efforts, and
enhancing India's global stand-
ing. A= many a5 27 ndividuals
and arganisations will be hon-
oured this vear, from countries

like the US, Fiji, Guyana,
Mauritius, Moldova, Myanmar,
Russia and Saudi Arabia.

The Pravasi Bharatiya Divasis
cedebrated on January 9 to mark
Mahatma Gandhi's retumn from
South Africa to India in 1915.

In a statement Sunday, the
Ministry of External Affairs
[MEA) said ahead of the January
§-10 convention, the Youth
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas will be
observed on January 8 Ovesall,
the three-daayevent will see par-
ticipation by a large number of
overseas [ndians, inchuding top
businessmen, entrepreneurs
and economists from over 50
countries, the MEAsaid.

This year's theme is
“Diaspora's Contribution to a

ED

-
E Growing
= # strength

THE INDIAM diaspara is
riow over 35.4-million
strong, with #9.5 million
Persors of Indian Crrigin
(Pii0s] and 15.8 millian
NRs. The LIS and the LIAE
are home tothe largest
groups of diaspora, with
owver 2 million PI0s inthe
1% and mare than 3.5 mil-
lion MRl inthe LAE. These
Communities continue i
play acrucial role in India’s
econamy, besides solidify-
ing ties with these rations.

Viksit Bharat” aimed atcelebrat- |

ing the bond between India and
iis overseas ndian community,
the MEA statement said.

The convention, the MEA
said, will also offer an opportu-
nitv for dialomue berween the

Indian government and its over-
seds citizens, llowing for discus-
sionson policies affecting the di-
aspora — visa regulations,
investment onporunites. and

dneswar

commurnity welfare. [t will also
showcase India's potential asa
hub for investment, innovation,
and collaboration, encouraging
overseas [ndians to contribute to
the nafion's development.

Coming just days ahead of
thiefirst anniversary ofthe inau-
guration of the Ram temple in
Aoyodhya, the Fid will also inau-
gurate an exhibition at the
venue, titled Vishwarop Ram
— The Universal Legacy of
Ramayana’

Therevwould be anatherexhi-
bitionon the dizspora’s contribu-
tion to technology and Viksit
Bharat, and a third on the spread
and evolution of the Indian dias-
pora, which will showcase rare
documents of pecple wha mi-

| grated from Mandviin Gujarat to

Muscat in Oman.

The PED convention will
have five thematic plenary ses-
sions including one on Building
Bridges, Breaking Barriers:
Stories of Mizrant Skills'

NEXT
1 AS]

The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi remembered the
courageous Rani Velu Nachiyar on her birth anniversary
today. Shri Modi remarked that she waged a heroic fight
against colonial rule, showing unparalleled valour and
strategic brilliance.

Born in 1730, Rani Velu Nachiyar was the first queen of
India who fought against British rule. She is known as
“Veeramangai” (brave woman) by the Tamils. After her
husband was assassinated, she spent eight years under
the protection of Hyder Ali and prepared her army and
planned to confront the British with her allies.

Rani Velu Nachiyar defeated the British in 1780 with the
help of her army and allies and regained her empire. Her
battle is considered an important chapter in India's
freedom struggle.
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PEOPLE RESEARCH ON INDIA'S CONSUMER ECONOMY WORKING PAPER

‘Income disparity reduced in FY23; top 10%
still holds large share of national income’

EMS ECONOMIC BUREAL
NEW DELHL JANUARY 3

AFTER WORSEMING in the afber-
math afthe Coved-19 pandemicin
2020-21, income ineguality in
India has reduced in 2002-23, sug-
gesting effective post-pandemic
TECOVETY MEasUres, AwWorking pa-
per released by the People
Research on India’s Consumer
Economy (PRICE] showed.
Hiwever, there is “entrenched
concentration of wealth among
the top income eamers™ which
ooupled with the struggles of the
bottom 10 per cent, signals the
need for sustained, mdusve eco-
MMiC strategies, the paper said.

‘While economic growth has
beenachieved, income inequality
hasseen perinds of both imprme-
mient and deterioration. The Gini
indest improved from (1463 post -
independence 0367 in 20516
bt warsened to 0506 by 2020
21 duetothe Covid-19 pandermic,
and then improved againto 0410
in2022-2%.

The Gind index measures the
extent towhich the distribution
of income o ConsUMpHon amang
individuaks or households within

THE GINIINDEX

THE CINI imsdex improved
from 0.463 post-
independence to 0367 in
H15-16 but worsened to
10,506 by 2020-21 due to the
Cowvid-19 pandemic, and
then improved again tx
0,400 in 202223

an econoimyy deviates from a per-
fectlyequal distribution. A Gini in-
dex of  represents perfect equal-
iy, whille an index: af 100 implies
perfect megualiby.

While the dedine in the Gini
index from 0.506 in 2020-21 to
0410 in 2022-23 suggests im-
provement in income disparities,
the paper flagged the concentra-
tion of wealth among the fop in-
O earmeTs. Investrments ined-
ucation, healthcare, and
mfrastruciure, partioularty in nu-
ral areas, along with social safety
nets and progressive taxation, ane
pivatal for ensuring that the ben-
efits of growth are equitably dis-
tributed, the paper said.

Social welfare schemes like
the Mahatma Gandhi Mational
Rural Ernployrment Guarantee Act

GINI INDEX measures the
extent towhich the
diistribastion of income or
CONSUMption among
individuals or hmseholds
within an economy
deviates from a perfectly
equal distribution

(MGHREGA), Direct Benefit
Transfer (DBT), and financial in-
clusion initiatives have led toa
slightincreaseintheincome share
of the bottom 50 per cent. The bot-
tom 50 per cent, which indudes
labourers, traders, small business
owmeers, and small and marginal
farmiers, saw their share of total
household ncome rise from 1584
per cent in 2020-21 to 2282 per
cent in2022-23, even as it stayed
lower than 24.07 percent sharein
2516

The income share of the mid-
dle 40 per cent rose to 466 per
cent in 3022-23 from 43.9 per
cent earier. However, the Covid-
19 pandemic in 2020-21 exacer-
bated existing inequalities, with
the income share of the top 10 per
cent rising to 38.6 per cent in

2020-21 from 29.7 per cent in
2015-16 due to digitization and
boom in sectors like technology
and e-commerce during the pan-
demic even as the bottom 50 per
centstruggled withjoblosses and
economic instability, it said.

*Despite a slight decrease to
305 per cent in 2022-23, the mp
10 percent stll hold a significant
portion of national income. For
the bottom 10 per cent, the pan-
dermic penod saw their share drop
to 1.1 percentin A20-21, the low-
est point in the dataset, before a
slight recovery to 24.per cent in
H22-23 The top 1 per cent saw
significant growvth in their income:
share during this peniod, peaking
art 9.0 per cent in 2020-21 before
slighthy dedining to 7.3 per centin
HE2-23 " itsaid India’s econamic
joumey reflects a *sea-saw” pat-
tern af inequality, with periods of
progress often countered by ex-
temal dsruptions or policy short-
comings, the paper said. “The
post-pandemacimprovermenis of-
fer a hopeful sign, but sustaining
this progress requires vigilance,
adaptive policymaking, and a
commitmmient to reducing dspar-
ities across all segments of soci-
ey, it said.

NEXT
1 AS]

Income inequality in India has steadily declined over the
years with the support of government

initiatives and social welfare programmes

The income share of top 10% of the population, which
was 1.82 times higher than the bottom 50% in 2004-05,
declined to 1.34 times in 2022-23.

National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS),
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) and various other financial
inclusion initiatives have played a key role in uplifting the
bottom 50% of the population, as per the paper titled
'Evolution of Income Inequality in India Since
Independence: Results from India's Household Income
Surveys'.
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The Arunachal Pradesh government is working to bring a
1978 law against “forceful” conversion out of cold storage
by framing rules for its implementation, 46 years after it was
enacted.

* Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act: Enacted in
1978 to prohibit religious conversion by force,
inducement, or fraudulent means.

Punishes offenders with up to two years imprisonment
and a fine of up to Rs 10,000.

Requires reporting of all conversions to the Deputy
Commissioner.

Has remained dormant due to lack of implementation
rules for nearly five decades
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PIB-Economy (GSlII) e :The Department of Fisheries is organizing a meeting on
January 6, 2024, in Guwahati, Assam, to review the
implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana (PMMSY).

Sector Importance: The Indian fisheries and aquaculture
sector provides livelihoods to around 3 crore fishers and
farmers. Significant growth has been observed since the
establishment of the Ministry and Department of
Fisheries in 2019, with an investment of Rs 38,572 crore
since 2015.

Northeastern Region (NER): Known for its rich aquatic
biodiversity and vast water resources, NER is a global
hotspot for fish diversity, with about 422 reported fish
species. Government investments of X2,114.73 crore
under Blue Revolution and PMMSY since 2014-15 have
driven growth.

Ministy of Fisheris, Animal Hushanry & Dairying

lf"

Union Minister Shri Rajiv Ranjan Singh to Inaugurate Northeastern States Meet on
Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada Yojana (PMMSY) in Guwahati, Tommarow
Rs. 50 Crore Worth of Fisheries Projects to be Launched at Northeastem Region Meet under PMMSY

Organic Fisheries Cluster to Be Nofified in Sikkim's Soreng Disrict for Sustainable Aquaculture

Posted On: 03 JAN 2023 300PM by PIG Delhi
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Air-Places(GSI) Ecuadorian President Daniel Noboa has declared a 60-day

state of emergency in seven provinces and three

municipalities amid escalating internal unrest and armed

conflict.

* |tis acountry located on the northwestern edge of South
America.

e Situated on the Equator.

* Quito - the national capital .

* Itis bordered by Colombia,by Peru, and by the Pacific
Ocean to the west.

* |tis one of the most environmentally diverse countries in
the world, and it has contributed notably to the
environmental sciences.

Ecuador Declares State Of Emergency In Seven Provinces

\ \ - |
Y
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