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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page1 • Two large defence deals between India and France are 
being finalised, amid expectations that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi will visit Paris in February for the Artificial 
Intelligence Action Summit to be hosted by French 
President Emmanuel Macron.

• The deals, together estimated at over $10 billion, will 
include the purchase of 26 Rafale-M fighter jets for the 
Indian Navy’s aircraft carriers, and three additional 
Scorpene-class conventional submarines. The two deals 
are expected to be put before the Cabinet Committee on 
Security (CCS) for approval in the next couple of weeks, 
sources said.

• “The expectation is that PM Modi will visit Paris to 
attend the AI Summit and will also have a bilateral 
component. So both sides are working to tie up the two 
deals which are in the final stages of conclusion

.
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The Hindu –GS2(IR)-Page 10
• The ambitious plan to build a mega-hydropower dam 

across the Brahmaputra at the Great Bend region of the 
Medog county in the Tibetan Autonomous Region (TAR) 
in China, has been in the drawing boards of Chinese 
hydrocracy for decades. The clearest signalling to this 
effect happened in 2020 when this project was included 
in China’s 14th Five-Year Plan. Its approval was granted 
on December 25, 2024. India, Bhutan and Bangladesh 
will have serious downstream implications of this 60 GW 
hyper-dam built upstream by China.

• The Brahmaputra is a transboundary Himalayan river 
basin spanning four riparian countries. China is the 
uppermost riparian nation with the river system 
originating in the TAR, where it is known as the Yarlung
Zangbo (or Tsangpo). India and Bhutan are lower riparian 
nations in relation to China and middle riparian countries 
in relation to Bangladesh. It is from Bangladesh, which is 
the lowermost riparian nation, that the river drains into 
the Bay of Bengal. All riparian countries have major 
water infrastructure projects planned in the river basin, 
such as hydropower dams, embankments meant for river 
control, irrigation dams and barrages.
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The Hindu –GS3(Infrastructure)-Page 14 • Union Transport and Highways Minister Nitin Gadkari on 
Sunday described the completion of the Banihal bypass 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s Ramban district as a milestone 
in strengthening “national security logistics” and 
enhancing “tourism prospects of the region”.

• Strategically located on the Ramban–Banihal section of 
National Highway 44, it effectively addresses the 
persistent bottlenecks caused by roadside markets and 
shops
• NH-44 is a major highway in India. The longest in 

the country, it stretches from Srinagar in the north 
to Kanniyakumari in the south.
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Indian Express-Governance (GSII)-Page 9 • The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi remembered the 
courageous Rani Velu Nachiyar on her birth anniversary 
today. Shri Modi remarked that she waged a heroic fight 
against colonial rule, showing unparalleled valour and 
strategic brilliance.

• Born in 1730, Rani Velu Nachiyar was the first queen of 
India who fought against British rule. She is known as 
“Veeramangai” (brave woman) by the Tamils. After her 
husband was assassinated, she spent eight years under 
the protection of Hyder Ali and prepared her army and 
planned to confront the British with her allies.

• Rani Velu Nachiyar defeated the British in 1780 with the 
help of her army and allies and regained her empire. Her 
battle is considered an important chapter in India's 
freedom struggle.
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)-Page 13 • Income inequality in India has steadily declined over the 
years with the support of government 
initiatives and social welfare programmes

• The income share of top 10% of the population, which 
was 1.82 times higher than the bottom 50% in 2004-05, 
declined to 1.34 times in 2022-23.

• National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGS), 
Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) and various other financial 
inclusion initiatives have played a key role in uplifting the 
bottom 50% of the population, as per the paper titled 
'Evolution of Income Inequality in India Since 
Independence: Results from India's Household Income 
Surveys'.
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 14 The Arunachal Pradesh government is working to bring a 
1978 law against “forceful” conversion out of cold storage 
by framing rules for its implementation, 46 years after it was 
enacted.
• Arunachal Pradesh Freedom of Religion Act: Enacted in 

1978 to prohibit religious conversion by force, 
inducement, or fraudulent means.
Punishes offenders with up to two years imprisonment 
and a fine of up to Rs 10,000.
Requires reporting of all conversions to the Deputy 
Commissioner.
Has remained dormant due to lack of implementation 
rules for nearly five decades
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PIB-Economy (GSIII) • : The Department of Fisheries is organizing a meeting on 
January 6, 2024, in Guwahati, Assam, to review the 
implementation of the Pradhan Mantri Matsya Sampada
Yojana (PMMSY).
Sector Importance: The Indian fisheries and aquaculture 
sector provides livelihoods to around 3 crore fishers and 
farmers. Significant growth has been observed since the 
establishment of the Ministry and Department of 
Fisheries in 2019, with an investment of Rs 38,572 crore 
since 2015.
Northeastern Region (NER): Known for its rich aquatic 
biodiversity and vast water resources, NER is a global 
hotspot for fish diversity, with about 422 reported fish 
species. Government investments of ₹2,114.73 crore 
under Blue Revolution and PMMSY since 2014-15 have 
driven growth.
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Air-Places(GSI) Ecuadorian President Daniel Noboa has declared a 60-day 
state of emergency in seven provinces and three 
municipalities amid escalating internal unrest and armed 
conflict. 
• It is a country located on the northwestern edge of South 

America.
• Situated on the Equator.
• Quito - the national capital .
• It is bordered by Colombia,by Peru, and by the Pacific 

Ocean to the west.
• It is one of the most environmentally diverse countries in 

the world, and it has contributed notably to the 
environmental sciences.
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