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The Hindu-GS2(Health)Page1 • The Human Metapneumovirus (HMPV) has been in 
circulation globally, even in India, the Health Ministry 
said on Monday, while stating that none of those 
infected in India have any travel history and all are 
recovering well. “The virus occurrence in India is not 
new.

• It was first identified in 2001 and it has been circulating 
in the entire world for many years. Human 
metapneumovirus (HMPV) is a respiratory virus that 
causes mild infections similar to that caused by a 
common cold; children, the elderly and those with 
weakened immune systems are more susceptible to 
contracting it
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The Hindu –GS2(Governance)-Page 3
• Jharkhand Chief Minister Hemant Soren transferred 

financial assistance to the tune of ₹1,415.44 crore to the 
bank accounts of 56.61 lakh women beneficiaries under 
the ‘Maiya Samman Yojana’.

• direct transfer of ₹2,500 monthly and ₹30,000 annually 
to women in a household represents a transformative 
boost to household income, particularly in rural areas 
where women’s financial autonomy has traditionally 
been severely limited.
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The Hindu –GS2(Governance)-Page 8 • On January 6, Tamil Nadu Governor R.N. Ravi left the 
Legislative Assembly without delivering the customary 
address on the opening day of the first session of the 
year complaining that the National Anthem was not 
played before his scheduled address. Last year too, he 
had refused to read out his address.

• Each House follows its own convention. For instance, in 
Nagaland, the national anthem was not played at all for 
several decades.

• In Tamil Nadu, as per convention, the State anthem —
‘Tamil Thai Vazhthu’ — is played at the beginning of the 
Governor’s address. The National Anthem is played at 
the end of the address.

• Section 51 (A) (a) of the Constitution of India dealing 
with fundamental duties, says, “It shall be the duty of 
every citizen of India to abide by the Constitution and 
respect its ideals and institutions, the national flag and 
the national anthem.”
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The Hindu-Governance (GSII)-Page 12 • The University Grants Commission has revised the 
selection process for Vice-Chancellors, according to the 
draft UGC (Minimum Qualifications for Appointment and 
Promotion of Teachers and Academic Staff in Universities 
and Colleges and Measures for Maintenance of 
Standards in Higher Education) Regulations, 2025, 
released here on Monday by Union Education Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan.

• Clearing the ambiguity, the UGC has given the powers to 
Chancellors or Visitors to constitute the three-member 
search-cum-selection committee to appoint Vice-
Chancellors.

• Non-implementation of the guidelines may result in 
debarring an institution from participating in UGC 
schemes or from offering degree programmes, the draft 
says.
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Indian Express-Geography(GSI)-Page 11 Residents of Taranagar village in Rajasthan’s Jaisalmer 
district witnessed a unique phenomenon last month when 
large amounts of water began gushing out from 
underground on December 27.
an artesian aquifer refers to water stored under pressure, 
between layers of sediments and soil below the earth’s 
surface. It is also described as “confined” water because of 
hardy materials above and below it.
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PIB-Science and Tech(GSIII) • About 430 million light years from Earth, in the Leo 
constellation, a new ultra-diffuse galaxy has been 
discovered to be under formation at the end of the tidal 
tail, a long, thin stream of stars and interstellar gas, of 
galaxy NGC 3785. The discovery of the galaxy formation, 
driven probably by the gravitational interaction between 
NGC 3785 and a neighbouring galaxy. marks a major 
milestone in understanding galaxy evolution.

• NGC 3785 galaxy is known to possess the longest tidal 
tail discovered so far. The tail extends from the galaxy 
and is formed due to gravitational forces ("tidal forces") 
when two galaxies interact closely, essentially pulling 
material away from each other during a close encounter 
or merger process.
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Air-Governance (GSII) • Union Home Minister Amit Shah will launch the 
BHARATPOL portal developed by the Central Bureau of 
Investigation in New Delhi today. The BHARATPOL portal 
will streamline the processing of all requests for 
international assistance through INTERPOL, including the 
issuance of Red Notices and other colour-coded 
INTERPOL notices.

• it would give a new edge to Indian investigation agencies 
by enhancing their global reach to fulfil the Modi 
government’s vision to build a secure Bharat for all.
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Air-Governance(GSII) • PM YASASVI is a Scholarship scheme for Other Backward 
Class (OBCs), Economically Backward Class (EBC) and 
Denotified Nomadic Tribes (DNT) Students. Under this 
Scheme students can avail Pre-Matric Scholarship from 
Class 9 to 10 and Post Matric Scholarship for their higher 
studies at post-matriculation or post-secondary stage.

• Students who excel in their studies also get an 
opportunity of Scholarship to study in Top Class Schools 
and Colleges under the Scheme of ‘Top Class School 
Education’ and ‘Top Class College Education’.

• Hostel facilities are also provided to OBC students under 
the ‘Scheme of Construction of Hostels for OBC boys’ and 
girls’
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