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The Hindu-GS3(Economy)Page1 • India’s real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is expected to 
rise at a four-year low pace of 6.4% in this financial year, 
down from 8.2% in 2023-24, the National Statistics Office 
(NSO) said on Tuesday in its first advance estimates of 
GDP for 2024-25.

• This implies that the country’s economy, that grew 6% in 
the first half of this financial year, is expected to rebound 
with a 6.8% surge in the second half.

• The real Gross Value Added (GVA) in the Indian economy 
is reckoned to rise 6.4% as well, relative to a 7.2% uptick 
in 2023-24. Just two of eight broad economic sectors are 
seen to be clocking a higher growth than last year —
Agriculture that is expected to rise 3.8% from 1.4% last 
year, and Public Administration, Defence and Other 
Services, seen growing 9.1% from a 7.8% increase 
recorded in 2023-24.

• Manufacturing GVA growth is expected to nearly halve 
from 9.9% in 2023-24 to 5.3% this year, while GVA in 
Mining and Quarrying is estimated to rise just 2.9% from 
7.1% a year ago.
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The Hindu –GS2(Governance)-Page 8
The total enrolment of students in schools across India 
studying from grade 1-12, dropped by over a crore in 2023-
24 as compared to 2018-19. After a gap of two years, the 
Ministry of Education (MoE) released the Unified District 
Information System for Education Plus (UDISE+) for 2022-23, 
2023-24 on December 30, 2024.
What do the figures say?
Since 2012-13, when the MoE started maintaining UDISE+ 
data, it was believed that the total number of students 
studying in India were 26.3 crore. Till November 22, 2022 
when the 2021-22 data was released, the number hovered 
around 26 crore, until last month, when the 2022-23 data 
reflected enrolment at 25.18 crore, which has further fallen 
to 24.8 crore in 2023-24 (a drop of 6% or 1.22 crore 
students) as compared to earlier years.
How did such a drop happen?
MoE officials in the UDISE+ reports have given a disclaimer 
that the UDISE+ reports of 2022-23 and 2023-24 are not 
strictly comparable to previous years reports because of a 
change in the ‘methodology,’ of data collection.
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The Hindu –GS1(Geography)-Page 8 An earthquake with a magnitude of 7.1 struck Tibetan China 
and Nepal. The epicentre was located 10 km below a spot 
around 80 km north of Mt Everest
What caused the quake?
The tale of how the Himalayan mountains were created is 
well-known. Around 50 million years ago, the Indian plate 
collided with the Eurasian plate, causing rocks to fold and 
rise to create the mountains.
The tension between the two plates has continued to build 
as the Indian plate is still pushing in at around 60 mm/year. 
Earthquakes and tremors occur when the rock formations in 
the region shift ever so slightly as they adjust to the tension.
Since 1950, geologists have recorded more than 21 
earthquakes of magnitude 6 or higher in the Lhasa terrane 
alone. The strongest of these occurred near Mainling in 
2017 with a magnitude of 6.9, according to Reuters. 
Mainling is 960 km east of Tingry county.
•
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The Hindu-IR (GSII)-Page 9 • India and the United States have announced a 
collaboration to co-produce U.S. sonobuoys for undersea 
domain awareness (UDA) to help the Indian Navy track 
submarines. This partnership is part of growing defense 
cooperation between the two countries, especially in 
response to China's expanding naval presence in the 
Indian Ocean Region.

• The U.S.-based company, Ultra Maritime, and Bharat 
Dynamics Limited (BDL) will jointly manufacture 
sonobuoys in India, adhering to "Make in India" 
principles. This collaboration follows the U.S.-India 
Initiative on Critical and Emerging Technologies (iCET) 
launched in 2022. The sonobuoys will be optimized for 
the Indian Ocean's unique acoustic environment and be 
interoperable with U.S., Indian, and allied military 
platforms like P-8, MH-60R, and MQ-9B.
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The Hindu-Space(GSIII)-Page 12 • V. Narayanan has been appointed the new Space 
Secretary. Dr. Narayanan, who is currently the Director of 
Liquid Propulsion Systems Centre (LPSC), will be the new 
Chairman of the Indian Space Research Organisation
(ISRO), and he will take over from S. Somanath on 
January 14.

• Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is the space 
agency of India. 

• The organisation is involved in science, engineering and 
technology to harvest the benefits of outer space for 
India and the mankind. ISRO is a major constituent of the 
Department of Space (DOS), Government of India. The 
department executes the Indian Space Programme
primarily through various Centres or units within ISRO.

.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII) • Indonesia has officially joined the BRICS as a full 
member, Brazil’s government announced on Monday. 
The group, which brings together major emerging 
economies, now consists of Brazil, Russia, India, China, 
South Africa, and Indonesia.

• BRICS has been expanding its membership in recent 
years. Alongside Indonesia, the bloc also includes Egypt, 
Ethiopia, Iran, and the United Arab Emirates, reflecting 
its growing influence among developing nations.
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Indian Express-Environment (GSIII)-Page 23 • Climate change is disrupting Earth's water cycle, affecting 
the circulation of water between the ground, oceans, 
and atmosphere.

• This disruption has led to extreme weather events such 
as heavy rainfall, severe floods, and droughts, impacting 
billions of people globally in 2024.

• The ‘2024 Global Water Monitor Report’ was produced 
by an international team of researchers from universities 
in Australia, Saudi Arabia, China, Germany, and other 
countries.

• Researchers used data from ground stations and 
satellites to study variables like soil moisture and rainfall.

• Understanding the Water Cycle:
The water cycle refers to the continuous movement of 
water in its solid, liquid, and gas forms on Earth (ground, 
atmosphere, and oceans).

• The process is driven by solar energy and temperature 
changes. Water evaporates from the ground or water 
bodies, rises into the atmosphere as vapor, and is later 
released through precipitation.

•
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Air-Governance(GSII) • The first meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee 
(JPC) on two bills related to the One Nation One Election 
will be held today. 

• The Bills are officially named as the Constitution (One 
Hundred and Twenty-Ninth Amendment) Bill, 2024 and 
Union Territories Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2024. The 
representatives of the Ministry of Law and Justice 
(Legislative Department) will brief the members on the 
provisions of the proposed laws.
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Air-IR(GSII) • India and Malaysia have agreed to deepen cooperation in 
counter-terrorism and deradicalization, cyber security, 
defence industry, and maritime security. During the 
India-Malaysia Security Dialogue in New Delhi today, 
both countries explored ways to enhance cooperation in 
critical minerals and rare earth elements.

• The First India-Malaysia Security Dialogue was co-chaired 
by National Security Advisor, Ajit Doval and Director 
General of the National Security Council of Malaysia Raja 
Dato Nushirwan Bin Zainal Abidin. The Ministry of 
External Affairs in a statement said that during the 
dialogue both sides exchanged views on the global and 
regional security environment. It also reviewed ongoing 
bilateral cooperation in the security, defence and 
maritime fields.
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