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The Hindu-GS3(Economy)Page3 • India’s first commercial utility-scale battery energy 
storage system (BESS) — an inverter that can provide 
electricity to a grid — from renewable energy is expected 
to go live in Delhi in March this year.

• The 20 MW (megawatt)/40 MWh (megawatt hour) 
cluster of batteries, capable of providing four hours of 
power every day (two hours each during the day and at 
night), is part of the BSES Rajdhani’s power sub-station in 
south Delh’s Kilokri village.

• BSES Rajdhani is the largest power distribution company 
in Delhi. It is a joint venture between the Reliance Group 
and the Delhi government.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu –GS1(History)-Page 10 • Tamil Nadu Chief Minister M.K. Stalin announced a $1-
million prize for experts or organisations in the event of 
their success in deciphering the scripts of the Indus 
Valley Civilisation (IVC). He made the announcement at 
the inauguration of an international conference to mark 
the centenary of the IVC discovery, which was disclosed 
through an article published in September 1924 by the 
then Director-General of the Archaeological Survey of 
India (ASI) John Marshall

• The IVC, also called the Harappan Civilisation, spanned 
2,000 sites across 1.5 million sq. km. in the territories of 
modern-day India, Pakistan, and Afghanistan during the 
Bronze Age (3000-1500 BCE). It had a wider geographical 
area than the combined areas of its contemporary 
civilisations — Egyptian and Mesopotamian.
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The Hindu –GS2(IR)-Page 12 • India has handed over defence equipment and stores to 
the Maldives on the request of the Maldivian 
government, the Defence Ministry said on Wednesday as 
New Delhi also reaffirmed its readiness to support Male 
in capability enhancement for defence preparedness as 
per its national priorities.

• This was conveyed by Defence Minister Rajnath Singh 
during talks with his visiting Maldivian counterpart, 
Mohammed Ghassan Maumoon.

• “Raksha Mantri (Defence Minister) reaffirmed India’s 
readiness to support the Maldives in capability 
enhancement for defence preparedness, including 
provisioning of defence platforms & assets to augment 
its capacities, as per its national priorities and in line with 
New Delhi’s ‘Neighborhood First’ policy and the vision of 
SAGAR (Security And Growth for All in the Region),”

•
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The Hindu-Environment (GSIII) The much-awaited ‘Flamingo Festival 2025’ is all set to be 
conducted at Sullurpeta in Tirupati district of Andhra 
Pradesh from January 18 to 20.
• Flamingos are social birds that live in large groups, 

sometimes numbering in the thousands.
• Habitat: They inhabit a variety of environments such as 

lagoons, estuaries, coastal and inland lakes, and 
mudflats.

• Flamingo Species & Conservation Status:
• Greater Flamingo: Least Concern
• Chilean Flamingo: Near Threatened
• American Flamingo: Least Concern
• Lesser Flamingo: Near Threatened
• Andean Flamingo: Vulnerable
• James’s Flamingo (Puna Flamingo): Near Threatened

Status in India:
• Greater flamingos migrate to India from Israel, 

Afghanistan, and Pakistan; it is also Gujarat's state bird.
• Lesser flamingos migrate from Siberia to Mumbai, 

passing through the Rann of Kutch in Gujarat.
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The Hindu-Economy(GSIII) • Farm workers and drivers will figure among the fastest 
growing jobs over the next five years, while roles of 
cashiers and ticket clerks will see the largest decline, a 
new study showed on Wednesday.

• In its Future of Jobs Report 2025, the World Economic 
Forum (WEF) also said 170 million new jobs will be 
created by 2030, while 92 million are projected to be 
displaced, resulting in 78 million net new jobs.

• The report, released days before the WEF annual 
meeting in Davos from January 20-25, said job disruption 
will equate to 22% of jobs by 2030.

• Technological advancements, demographic shifts, geo-
economic tensions, and economic pressures are the key 
drivers of these, changes, reshaping industries and 
professions worldwide.

.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 1 India and Afghanistan assessed ongoing humanitarian 
programs. Afghanistan’s Acting Foreign Minister appreciated 
India’s support and engagement.
India will consider future development projects in addition 
to current humanitarian aid.
India will provide further support to the health sector and 
refugee rehabilitation.
Refugee Rehabilitation: India will assist in the rehabilitation 
of Afghan refugees, particularly those being sent back from 
Pakistan.
Cricket Cooperation: Discussions were held on 
strengthening cricket ties, valued by Afghanistan's young 
population.
India has helped Afghan cricketers practice in India, 
including in Noida.
Chabahar Port:.
Both sides agreed to promote Chabahar port for trade and 
humanitarian assistance.
India received a reprieve from US sanctions on Chabahar, 
given its strategic importance for Afghanistan
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PIB-Environment(GSIII) • In preparation for Mahakumbh 2025, dense forests have 
been developed at various locations across Prayagraj, to 
ensure pure air and a healthy atmosphere for the 
millions of devotees expected to visit the city. The 
Prayagraj Municipal Corporation has utilized the 
Japanese Miyawaki technique over the past two years to 
establish multiple oxygen banks, which have now 
transformed into lush green forests

• The Miyawaki technique, developed by renowned 
Japanese botanist Akira Miyawaki in the 1970s, is a 
revolutionary method for creating dense forests in 
limited spaces. Often referred to as the ‘pot plantation 
method’, it involves planting trees and shrubs close to 
one another to accelerate their growth. Plants grow 10 
times faster with this technique, making it a practical 
solution for urban areas.
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Air-Culture(GSI) • The Marathi language has officially been granted the 
status of a classical language following the issuance of 
the Government Resolution (GR)
Classical languages are regarded as the custodians of 
India’s ancient and profound cultural legacy, preserving 
the rich history, literature, and traditions of their 
respective communities

• The criteria were revised in 2024 as follows: • High 
antiquity of its early texts/recorded history over a period 
of 1500- 2000 years. • A body of ancient literature/texts, 
which is considered a heritage by generations of 
speakers. • Knowledge texts, especially prose texts in 
addition to poetry, epigraphical and inscriptional 
evidence. • The Classical Languages and literature could 
be distinct from its current form or could be 
discontinuous with later forms of its offshoots
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