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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Pagel
Same-sex
marriage: SC
rejects review
of judgment

* The Supreme Court of India rejected petitions seeking to
review an October 2023 judgment that refused to
legalize same-sex marriage.

* The five-judge Bench, led by Justice B.R. Gavai, found no
errors in the previous judgments and dismissed the
review petitions. The judges on the Bench included
Justices Surya Kant, B.V. Nagarathna, and Dipankar Datta.

* The petitions argued that the verdict forced same-sex
couples to live dishonest lives, but the court upheld its
decision, stating that the matter should be left to
government policy and legislative debate.

* The court dismissed the plea for a hearing in open court,
asserting that Parliament was the appropriate forum for
discussing the legal status of same-sex marriage.

The Hindu Bureawu
MNEW DELHI

A fhive-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court, headed by
Justice B.R. Gavai, on Thurs-
day rejected petitions seek-
ing a review of an October
2023 judgment which re-
fused to legalise same-sex
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unnel, key feature

Peerzada Ashiq
SRINAGAR

The Z-Morh tunnel is set to
become the first major mil-
estone in the effort to build
a strategic corridor bet-
ween Kashmir and Ladakh
which is open all through
the year, with Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi slated to
inaugurate it on January 13,

The tunnel, in Gander-
bal district, is key to keep-
ing the tourist destination
of Sonamarg open for visi-
tors around the year. Ear-
lier, snowfall and avalanch-

PM to open Z-Morh

n year-round Kashr

of Sonamarg open for visitors around the year. FILE PHOTO

This will be Mr. Modi’s
first visit to Kashmir since

nir-Ladakh corridor

the Valley, especially in Sri
nagar, has been stepped up
and additional checkpoints
set up on the main roads.
Hoteliers are enthusias-
tic about the tunnel. “It
was much needed to have
Sonamarg on the winter
tourism map of Kashmir.
There is a need to open up
new winter destinations in
Kashmir given the growing
footfall. It would be safe to
drive to Sonamarg in win-
ters now,” said Sajid Ma-

assessment of the project  jeed, a hotelier.

was done on Thursday to

At present, most hotels

an elected government set up foolproof security remain closed because of

-
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The Z-Morh tunnel in Ganderbal district is set to become
a key part of a strategic corridor between Kashmir and
Ladakh, providing year-round access to the tourist
destination of Sonamarg. Prime Minister Narendra Modi
is scheduled to inaugurate the tunnel on January 13.
This will be his first visit to Kashmir since the formation
of an elected government in the Union Territory. Security
measures have been heightened in preparation for the
visit.

The tunnel is expected to boost winter tourism in
Sonamarg, which was previously inaccessible in winter
due to snowfall and avalanches
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India releases compilation
of 10,000 human genomes
from 83 population groups

The Genome India’ database will be available to researchers across the world: it will serve asa
remplate for investigations into disease, drug therapy: PM says it will strengthen biotech econony

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

ndia has completed
. and made avallable a

yearlong compilation
of 10,000 human genomes
representing 83 popula
tlon groups, making up
abowr 2% of the country’s
4,600 population groups,
as a databasc. This collec
tion will scrve as 4 tem
plate of future Investiza-
tions into disease and drug
therapy.

The ‘Genome India’ da
tabase, as it is known., will
now be available to re
searchers across the workd
tor investigation and is
howsed at the Indian Bio
logical Data Centre (TBDC),
in Faridabad, Haryana.

A first analysis of the ge-
nomes estimates  aroand
27 million lowfrequency
(or relatively rare) variants,
with 7 million of them not
tound In stmilar reference
databases  around the
R R SRR SO PN

cades, many countries

have created databases of
the genomes of their popu
lation — for a variety of pur
poses including estimating
discase risks, adverse drug
reactions, establishing ge
nealogy and DNA-profiling

they hold the potential
for targeted clinical inter
ventions, advancing preci
sion medicine for betrer
healthcare,” saxl Union Ms
nister of State (indepen
charye) for Science
and Technology Jitendra
S. Singh, at an event here

However, a major focus announce the project
7 TR SR AP S Bazaiad o os S Rihe o

ment that will adhere w
data sharing and privacy
policies. Though the data
base stores information on
population groups, thes da-
ta will not be classhed by
the names of castes or
tribes but will be numceri
cally coded, Rajesh Gok.
hale, Secretary, Depart-
ment of Biotechnology,
told The Hindu.

Describing the  project
as “historic™, Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Mocli, in a vi
deo address, sadd this
paved the way lor India
strengthening the biotech
nology economy as well as
biatechnology-baseci
rmaanufacturing

Experts said that while
only a small fraction of In
dia’s population groups
were studied. the door was
open to expanding the da
tabase to a milbon g
nomes. "Though costs are
a kmiting factor, a million
would dramatscally scale
insight into India's genetic
TS RIS eSO
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India has completed a year-long compilation of 10,000
human genomes, representing 83 population groups,
which is about 2% of the country's 4,600 population
groups. This database, called the 'Genome India’
database, is now available to researchers worldwide and
is housed at the Indian Biological Data Centre (IBDC) in
Faridabad, Haryana.

The initial analysis of the genomes identified around 27
million low-frequency variants, with 7 million of these
not found in global reference databases. This project
aims to facilitate research into disease and drug therapy,
advancing precision medicine for better healthcare.
Access to the database requires a proposal reviewed by
an independent panel to ensure adherence to data
sharing and privacy policies.
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India to sign mining
pact with Mongolia
SOON: Sovi. source

Hoeuters
MESWW DELIIL

Iddia is expected o =sigZn a
prclismirnary SErceITuent
with horngaodlias sowon in thae
arca of gealogy and cxplo
rativen, a semior Indian go-
wermunrent official wwith di-
roect knosadedge of dhae
rmatter saicd.

Landlockoed Mongsolia is
rich in deposits of coppssr
and cokimgs ooal, amd India
i= mostly depondenet onmn imm
poTrts o mmeoct rising e
marrl for the med metal
u=ed in power, Comsiruc-
ticom ard elecorical vwehicles
as well as coking ooal for
stoecl-makimgeE

“Indiaz cabimer has ap-
prowsecd thie ol (mmermo-
randurm Gf understamadings
ard both counntriess are ox
bl Ty s it soson,T thas
source saibd, declindng oo e
identifisd as the delilsera-
.

R S SRR S T T f S

Avclinmi., Flimnalzalboos samcl
Viecloamtoa noawe

e praressed interest i
S TCE TN COeeeT
rormm wWlosmemoeliza, the
sarElTee sl

scoking cormuamaents ore the
Companics such as ada
i, indabco and Yedanta
have expressed an inrerest
in =soaarcingE copper fom
BdoEolia, the source said.
Al throe compeercies odacd
vt respond o emnails fronm
Reohees seeking cormnamnenit.
Both Imddian aecd Blomsor
han officials arc workings
LI supply roaanes for In-
dian companis=s 1o Ssource
copper ared ocoking ooal,
writhy [Imcdia proferting the
rovate frovm Wiaclhiveeseoke im
BEussia despite the lorwger
di=stamce, the official said.

LER e B PREAY i R R e
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India is soon expected to sign a preliminary agreement
with Mongolia in the area of geology and exploration,
according to a senior Indian government official.
Mongolia, rich in copper and coking coal deposits, can
help meet India's rising demand for these resources. The
Indian cabinet has approved the MoU, and both
countries are expected to sign it soon.

Companies like Adani, Hindalco, and Vedanta have
shown interest in sourcing copper from Mongolia. Indian
and Mongolian officials are working on supply routes,
with India preferring the route from Vladivostok in
Russia. Mongolia is believed to offer superior grades of
coking coal.
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Centre links farmer 1D
to PM-Kisan, makes it a
must for new applicants

HARIKISHAM SHARM A
MEW DELHI, JAaMLUARY 39

THE CEMTRE has made it
mmeandatory for nevs applicants oo
obrain a farmner ID for enrolment
inbo the Fradhan Manori Kisan
Samman MNidhi [Ph-Kisam]) @o
et benefits under the schemne.

The mowve by the nion
Ministry of Agrculture amnd
Farmers"Welfare to malke Earmmer
I'D mandatory for registering
e benehcianes under the Pivl-
Kicam is sigmificant as it receives
about 2 lakh new applicatons
meomrthily. “This BEarmer 1D guar-
antees that the applacamnt-farmmer
oS thee lared, amed thaes, the Phsl-
KISaMN registration process
weould be vasthy simpdified. ™ said
a source, adding that it wwill ease
the precess for farmers to anvail
themsshees of the benefits of the
Ceniral scihermme.

Auccording o sources, all neww
applicants for the PR-Kizamn
scheme will hawve o get regis-
tered with the= Farmers" Registny
and provide their Barmer [ in
the applicarion form. This sys-
e has oorme imbo force across
10 states for amy neww applicant
waith effect Fromn Jammeary 1, 20025,
said the soamrces.

The= agriculiure muinistry has
semt a oTrTLnaScation o these 10
states, said the sources. In the re—
maining states, it will be made
mandatory at a Laver date, they
added. The 10 states in whdch
Ermmeer Iy has been rmade mancda—
oy for registration of mewr bene-
fciaries under the PREA-Kisan are
Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Eihar,
Chhamisgarh, Gujarat, Madinra
Pradesh. Maharashitra, Odisha,
Fajasthan and Littar Pradesh.
Thess= 10 stabes acooumt for albourt
B4 percent [ 925 crore ) of 11 crore
Phi-Hisan beneficiaries

NEXT
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The Indian government has made it mandatory for new
applicants to obtain a farmer ID for registration under the
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme.
Purpose of Farmer ID: The farmer ID ensures that the
applicant owns land, simplifying the registration process for
PM-Kisan and making it easier for farmers to avail scheme
benefits.

Implementation in 10 States: Starting January 1, 2025, the
farmer ID requirement is effective in 10 states: Andhra
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, and Uttar
Pradesh. The scheme provides Rs 6,000 per annum in three
installments to eligible farmer families



HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Indian Express-Economy(GSllIl)-Page 1

Presstre on rupee to ease, India to grow at 0.6%: UN

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHI JANLIARY 9

INDHA'S ECONOMY is projected
to grow by 6.6 per cent in 2025,
largely driven by strong private
consumption and investment,
While pressures an the domes-
ticcumency are expected o s,
the United Mations Warld
Economic  Situation ~ and
Prospects (WESP) repart re-
leased on Thrsday said.

The Indian rupes has re-
mained under pressure due
thestrengthiening L5 dollar it-
ting a lifetime low of 85.03
against the dollar on Thursday.
This has contributed fa  fal in
India’s foreign exchange re-
serves, which dropped to an

eight-monthlow of $640.28 bil-
lion in December,

I the near term, deprecia-
tion pressureon South Asian cur-
rencies is expected to ease,
monetary loaseninginthe United
States has increased the attrac-
fiveness of both direct and port-
foli rvestmients in the regian's
economies,”the report stated.

The repart alsa highlighted
that easing inflationary pres-
stres across South Asa have al-
lowed most central banks inthe
region fhalt monetary fighten-
ing or continue reducing palicy
fatesin 204,

The RBI has kept its palicy
fafe at 6.5 per cent since
February 2023, as inflaian risks
have persisted. In contrast,
Pakistan and Sri Lankas central

banks have cut their key policy
FalES 0 SLppOrt eConDmC Tecok-
ery, while Bangladesh has con-
tinued tstightening cycle o ad-
dress inflationary pressures
ansing from weaker agricultura
production, supply chaindisrup-
fions, and currency depreciation.

Capex push working
Thiz LN report further said
that capital expenditure oninfrz-
structure development is e-
pected i have sirang mulfiplier
effects on India's growth in the
coming years. Additionally, ro-
bust export growth in services
and select goods, particularly
pharmaceuticalsand electronics
will support ecanomic activiy,
"Expansian in the manufc-
furing and services sectors will

continue to drive the econommy
throughou the farecast period.
Meanwhile, fzvourable man-
5000 Fains in 2024 have im-
proved summer-sowing conidi-
ticns forall major crops, boosting
aricultucal outputexpectations
for 2025,"the report added.

Substantial gender gap

Dispite progress in female
labour market participation in
India, the LN report highlighted
that substantial gender gaps re-
main Labour market indicators
remained strongin the second
quarter af2024. Urban unem-
ployment stood at 6.6 per cent
during this period, virtually un-
changed from thef.? percen rae
recorded in 2023, However, the
report stressed that significan

eender dispariies persistin iz
labour market

Critical minerals

The repart also painted out
that India possesses substantial
Untappedreserves afcritcal min-
erals. “Countries such & Brazi
(rare earth elements and nicke),
Vietnam (ausote and rare earth
elements), the Lnited Republicaf
Tanzanial graphite] Mexio cop-
per), and Inclia {rare earth ele-
ments)hiave vas reserves f it
ical mingrals but currently
account for only a small share of
elobal production," the repart
stated,  Mining-dependent
BCONIMes are in astrong pasifion
o everage these resources, he -
portconicluded, FULLREPORTON

W indianéxpress.com
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the United Nations World Economic Situation and Prospects
(WESP) report released

India's economy is projected to grow by 6.6% in 2025,
driven by strong private consumption and investment.
Currency Pressure: The Indian rupee has been under
pressure due to the strong US dollar, hitting a low of
85.93 against the dollar and leading to a drop in foreign
exchange reserves to $640.28 billion.

Currency Depreciation: Depreciation pressure on South
Asian currencies is expected to ease due to monetary
loosening in the US, making investments in the region
more attractive.

Inflation and Policy Rates: Easing inflationary pressures in
South Asia have allowed most central banks to halt
monetary tightening or continue reducing policy rates.
The RBI has kept its policy rate at 6.5% since February
2023.
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* In Egypt, archaeologists have unearthed significant finds
near Luxor, including parts of a temple linked to Queen
Hatshepsut.

* Egyptis located in northeastern Africa, with an extension
in the Sinai Peninsula. It is bordered by the
Mediterranean Sea to the north, Sudan to the south, the
Red Sea to the east, and Libya to the west.

Air-Places(GSlI)

Egypt Announces New Archaeological Discoveries Near
Luxor

TURKEY
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India-EU Reiterate Their Commitment To Promote & Protect
Human Rights

India and the European Union reiterated their
commitment to the shared principles and values of
democracy, freedom, rule of law and to the promotion
and protection of all Human Rights during 11th India —
European Union Human Rights Dialogue in New Delhi
today. The Dialogue was co-chaired by Joint Secretary
(Europe West) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Piyush
Srivastava and Ambassador of the European Union to
India, Hervé Delphin.

Both sides agreed on the need to safeguard the freedom,
independence and diversity of civil society actors and
organisations and other relevant stakeholders such as
journalists, respecting freedom of association, expression
and peaceful assembly. The EU reiterated its opposition
to capital punishment. India reiterated its stand on
recognition of the Right to Development as a distinct,
universal, inalienable and fundamental human right.



