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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page1 • The Supreme Court of India rejected petitions seeking to 
review an October 2023 judgment that refused to 
legalize same-sex marriage. 

• The five-judge Bench, led by Justice B.R. Gavai, found no 
errors in the previous judgments and dismissed the 
review petitions. The judges on the Bench included 
Justices Surya Kant, B.V. Nagarathna, and Dipankar Datta. 

• The petitions argued that the verdict forced same-sex 
couples to live dishonest lives, but the court upheld its 
decision, stating that the matter should be left to 
government policy and legislative debate. 

• The court dismissed the plea for a hearing in open court, 
asserting that Parliament was the appropriate forum for 
discussing the legal status of same-sex marriage.
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The Hindu –GS3(Economy)-Page 14 • The Z-Morh tunnel in Ganderbal district is set to become 
a key part of a strategic corridor between Kashmir and 
Ladakh, providing year-round access to the tourist 
destination of Sonamarg. Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
is scheduled to inaugurate the tunnel on January 13.

• This will be his first visit to Kashmir since the formation 
of an elected government in the Union Territory. Security 
measures have been heightened in preparation for the 
visit.

• The tunnel is expected to boost winter tourism in 
Sonamarg, which was previously inaccessible in winter 
due to snowfall and avalanches
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The Hindu –GS3(Science and Tech)-Page 16 • India has completed a year-long compilation of 10,000 
human genomes, representing 83 population groups, 
which is about 2% of the country's 4,600 population 
groups. This database, called the 'Genome India' 
database, is now available to researchers worldwide and 
is housed at the Indian Biological Data Centre (IBDC) in 
Faridabad, Haryana.

• The initial analysis of the genomes identified around 27 
million low-frequency variants, with 7 million of these 
not found in global reference databases. This project 
aims to facilitate research into disease and drug therapy, 
advancing precision medicine for better healthcare. 
Access to the database requires a proposal reviewed by 
an independent panel to ensure adherence to data 
sharing and privacy policies.
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The Hindu-IR (GSII) • India is soon expected to sign a preliminary agreement 
with Mongolia in the area of geology and exploration, 
according to a senior Indian government official. 
Mongolia, rich in copper and coking coal deposits, can 
help meet India's rising demand for these resources. The 
Indian cabinet has approved the MoU, and both 
countries are expected to sign it soon. 

• Companies like Adani, Hindalco, and Vedanta have 
shown interest in sourcing copper from Mongolia. Indian 
and Mongolian officials are working on supply routes, 
with India preferring the route from Vladivostok in 
Russia. Mongolia is believed to offer superior grades of 
coking coal.
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)-Page 8 The Indian government has made it mandatory for new 
applicants to obtain a farmer ID for registration under the 
Pradhan Mantri Kisan Samman Nidhi (PM-Kisan) scheme.
Purpose of Farmer ID: The farmer ID ensures that the 
applicant owns land, simplifying the registration process for 
PM-Kisan and making it easier for farmers to avail scheme 
benefits.
Implementation in 10 States: Starting January 1, 2025, the 
farmer ID requirement is effective in 10 states: Andhra 
Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Chhattisgarh, Gujarat, Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, and Uttar 
Pradesh. The scheme provides Rs 6,000 per annum in three 
installments to eligible farmer families
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Indian Express-Economy(GSIII)-Page 1 the United Nations World Economic Situation and Prospects 
(WESP) report released
• India's economy is projected to grow by 6.6% in 2025, 

driven by strong private consumption and investment.
Currency Pressure: The Indian rupee has been under 
pressure due to the strong US dollar, hitting a low of 
85.93 against the dollar and leading to a drop in foreign 
exchange reserves to $640.28 billion.

• Currency Depreciation: Depreciation pressure on South 
Asian currencies is expected to ease due to monetary 
loosening in the US, making investments in the region 
more attractive.

• Inflation and Policy Rates: Easing inflationary pressures in 
South Asia have allowed most central banks to halt 
monetary tightening or continue reducing policy rates. 
The RBI has kept its policy rate at 6.5% since February 
2023.
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Air-Places(GSI) • In Egypt, archaeologists have unearthed significant finds 
near Luxor, including parts of a temple linked to Queen 
Hatshepsut.

• Egypt is located in northeastern Africa, with an extension 
in the Sinai Peninsula. It is bordered by the 
Mediterranean Sea to the north, Sudan to the south, the 
Red Sea to the east, and Libya to the west.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-IR(GSII) • India and the European Union reiterated their 
commitment to the shared principles and values of 
democracy, freedom, rule of law and to the promotion 
and protection of all Human Rights during 11th India –
European Union Human Rights Dialogue in New Delhi 
today. The Dialogue was co-chaired by Joint Secretary 
(Europe West) in the Ministry of External Affairs, Piyush
Srivastava and Ambassador of the European Union to 
India, Hervé Delphin.

• Both sides agreed on the need to safeguard the freedom, 
independence and diversity of civil society actors and 
organisations and other relevant stakeholders such as 
journalists, respecting freedom of association, expression 
and peaceful assembly. The EU reiterated its opposition 
to capital punishment. India reiterated its stand on 
recognition of the Right to Development as a distinct, 
universal, inalienable and fundamental human right.

•
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