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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page1 • President-elect Donald Trump was sentenced in his hush 
money case, but the judge declined to impose any 
punishment, an outcome that cements his conviction 
while freeing him to return to the White House 
unencumbered by the threat of a jail term or a fine.

• Hush money" refers to a sum of money paid to someone 
to keep them quiet about something, usually to prevent 
them from revealing damaging or embarrassing 
information. It's often associated with covering up 
scandals or illicit activities.
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The Hindu –GS3(Disaster Management)-Page 8 • The Union government informed the Kerala High Court 
that the State has been permitted to utilise ₹120 crore 
from the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), which has 
been set apart for payment to the Defence department 
towards airlifting service charges provided by the Centre, 
for rehabilitation measures for the Wayanad landslide 
survivors.

• The State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), constituted 
under Section 48 (1) (a) of the Disaster Management Act, 
2005, is the primary fund available with State 
Governments for responses to notified disasters.

• The Central Government contributes 75% of SDRF 
allocation for general category States/UTs and 90% for 
special category States/UTs (NE States, Sikkim, 
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir). 
The annual Central contribution is released in two equal 
installments as per the recommendation of the Finance 
Commission. 

• Disaster (s) covered under SDRF: Cyclone, drought, 
earthquake, fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm, landslide, 
avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, frost and cold waves.

•
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The Hindu –GS3(Environment)-Page 10 • In 2024, the global mean temperature reached 1.5°C 
above pre-industrial levels for the first time, as reported 
by the Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S). This 
milestone highlights the urgent need for global action to 
curb emissions and prevent temperatures from rising 
further.
Key points:
• Temperature Milestone: 2024 marked the first year 

with the mean global temperature 1.5°C above the 
pre-industrial level.

• Annual Climate Conferences: These conferences aim 
to get world leaders to agree on measures to keep 
temperatures below 2°C above pre-industrial levels, 
with a target to stay below 1.5°C if possible.

• Consistency and Implications: A single year above 
1.5°C isn't catastrophic, but consistent breaching 
over a decade would be alarming. The high rate of 
carbon emissions suggests a potential point of no 
return. Record Temperatures: 2024 was the 
warmest year on record, influenced by El Nino.
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The Hindu- Places(GSI)-Page 12 An estimated 3.2 million children under the age of five are 
expected to face acute malnutrition this year in war-torn 
Sudan, according to the United Nations Children’s Fund 
(UNICEF). It is located in Northeastern Africa and lies at the 
crossroads of Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East.
Capital: Khartoum, which is located at the junction of the 
Blue Nile and White Nile rivers and its main port, is Port 
Sudan on the Red Sea. :It is bordered by seven countries: 
Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Republic of South Sudan, Central 
African Republic, Chad, and Libya.

It also borders the Red Sea to the northeast.
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The Hindu-IR(GSII) The U.S. President-elect declared on Tuesday members of 
the military alliance should spend 5% of gross domestic 
product (GDP) on defence – a huge increase from the 
current 2% goal and a level that no NATO country, including 
the United States, currently reaches.
Poland, which borders Ukraine, is the NATO member that 
spends the highest share of GDP on defence – 4.12% last 
year, alliance estimates show. It is followed by Estonia with 
3.43% and the United States with 3.38%.
NATO’s purpose is to guarantee the freedom and security of 
its members through political and military means.
POLITICAL – NATO promotes democratic values and enables 
members to consult and cooperate on defence and security-
related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long 
run, prevent conflict.
MILITARY – NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of 
disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military power 
to undertake crisis-management operations
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 1 • Traditionally, the successor to the Chief Election 
Commissioner (CEC) has been the next senior most 
Election Commissioner.
The Chief Election Commissioner And Other Election 
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service And 
Term of Office) Act, 2023, allows for a wider selection 
pool.
Current CEC: Rajiv Kumar, the current CEC, will leave 
office on February 18.

• Sections 6 and 7 of the Act require the Ministry of Law to 
set up a Search Committee chaired by the Law Minister 
to prepare a panel of five names for the Selection 
Committee.
Selection Committee: The Selection Committee, 
comprising the Prime Minister, a Cabinet minister, and 
the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, can select 
from this panel or consider other candidates.
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Indian Express-Governance(GSII)-Page 4 • CAG's report on renovation costs of former Delhi CM’s 
residence has sparked a political row

• CAG's Role: The CAG audits Central and state 
governments, maintains state accounts, and conducts 
compliance, performance, and financial audits.
Audit Selection: Subjects are chosen based on risk 
assessment, media reports, and guidelines from the 
International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions 
(INTOSAI).

• Article 151 mandates laying CAG reports in Parliament or 
state legislatures, but no time limit is specified.
Impact: CAG reports highlight losses and recommend 
changes. Notable reports include the 2G spectrum 
allocation audit.
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PIB-Governance(GSII) CENTRE RELEASES ₹1.73 LAKH CRORE TO STATES FOR TAX 
DEVOLUTION
• Tax devolution refers to the constitutional process of 

distributing tax revenues between the central and state 
governments. The division is based on recommendations 
by the Finance Commission, which ensures the allocation 
is conducted fairly and equitably.

• The Finance Commission uses specific criteria to 
determine devolution amounts for each state. These 
include a 12.5 percent weightage for demographic 
performance, 45 percent for income, 15 percent each for 
population and area, 10 percent for forest and ecology, 
and 2.5 percent for tax and fiscal efforts.
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