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Trump sentenced in hush
money case, not punished

Though the President-elect gets an unconditional discharge, he will become the first President
of the US. to be sentenced as a felon; Trump calls it a ‘setback for the New York court system’

NEW YORK

judge sentenced
Donald Trump to
an unconditional

discharge on Friday for co-
vering up hush money pay-
ments to a porn star des-
pite the US.
President-¢lect’s efforts to
avoid becoming the first fe-
lon in the White House.
The judge spared Mr.
Trump prison or a fine
even though the 34 counts
of falsifying business re
cords on which he was
convicted in May 2024 car-
ried potential jail time. In
stead New York judge Juan
Merchan handed down the
mildest criminal sanction
available, an unconditional
discharge - a relatively un-
COMMOnN measure,

Case closed: Donald Trump and attorney Todd Blanche appear
virtually before judge Juan Merchan for the sentencing hearing, AP

such a unique and remar-
kable set of circumstanc-
es," Mr. Merchan said.
“The only lawful sentence
that permits entry of a
judgment of conviction
without encroaching on
the highest office of the
land is an unconditional

sentencing virtually, with
the judge, lawyers and me-
dia packed into the scruffy
Manhattan courtroom that
was the backdrop to the
trial’s high drama, legal
wrangling and vitriolic per-
sonal attacks by the divi-
sive Republican.

it’s been a tremendous set-
back for New York and the
New York court system,”
Mr. Trump said before the
discharge was passed. “It
was done to damage my
reputation, so I would lose
the election.”

The former President
appeared on screens in the
courtroom with two large
US. flags behind him,
wearing a red tie with
white stripes and looking
on impatiently as the brief
proceeding unfolded.

Ahead of the sentenc
ing, prosecutor Joshua
Steinglass said Mr. Trump
had been convicted of a
"premeditated and contin-
uous deception”. “The ver-
dict in this case was unani-
mous and decisive and it
must be respected.”

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

President-elect Donald Trump was sentenced in his hush
money case, but the judge declined to impose any
punishment, an outcome that cements his conviction
while freeing him to return to the White House
unencumbered by the threat of a jail term or a fine.
Hush money" refers to a sum of money paid to someone
to keep them quiet about something, usually to prevent
them from revealing damaging or embarrassing
information. It's often associated with covering up
scandals or illicit activities.
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Centre allows Kerala to use SDRF
funds for Wayanad rehabilitation

The Hindu Bureau
KOCHI

The Union government on
Friday informed the Kerala
High Court that the State
has been permitted to util
ise 20 crore from the
State Disaster Response
Fund (SDRF), which has
been set apart for payment
to the Defence department
towards airlifting service
charges provided by the
Centre, for rehabilitation
measures for the Wayanad
landslide survivors.

The submission was
made by Additional Solici-
tor-General A.R.L. Sunda-
resan when a suo motu
case registered in the wake
of the the Wayanad land-
slides came up for hearing
before Justice A.K. Jayasan-
karan Nambiar and Justice
Eswaran S.

He also furnished a let-

happened last year. PT

He also submitted that
as per SDRF guidelines, the
State Executive Committee
constituted under the Dis-
aster Management Act is
empowered to spend from
the SDRF. The State go-
vernment is at liberty to
utilise the funds in accor-
dance with the approved
norms of assistance.

20 crore” for immediate
use by the State in connec-
tion with the rehabilitation
measures.

By virtue of the notifica-
tion, the State government
has an opportunity to tap
into multiple fun-
ding sources for recovery
and rehabilitation, such as
the Member of Parliament

-

NEXT
1 AS]

The Union government informed the Kerala High Court
that the State has been permitted to utilise X120 crore
from the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), which has
been set apart for payment to the Defence department
towards airlifting service charges provided by the Centre,
for rehabilitation measures for the Wayanad landslide
survivors.

The State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF), constituted
under Section 48 (1) (a) of the Disaster Management Act,
2005, is the primary fund available with State
Governments for responses to notified disasters.

The Central Government contributes 75% of SDRF
allocation for general category States/UTs and 90% for
special category States/UTs (NE States, Sikkim,
Uttarakhand, Himachal Pradesh, Jammu and Kashmir).
The annual Central contribution is released in two equal
installments as per the recommendation of the Finance
Commission.

Disaster (s) covered under SDRF: Cyclone, drought,
earthquake, fire, flood, tsunami, hailstorm, landslide,
avalanche, cloudburst, pest attack, frost and cold waves.
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2024 was the first year to breach
global warming limit, show data

Itis the first time that mean temperature crossed the threshold of 15 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels, says global
body; experts say that given the high rate of carbon emissions, the 2024 temperatures represent a point of no retum

Jacob Koshy
NEW DELHI

umanity has
stepped Into a fu
ture that climate

scientists for decades have
warned about. Tempera
ture data made public on
Friday by the Copernicus
Climate Change Service
(C3S), an authoritative
source on historice |trni\
|:|\l|n ate, show that 2024
was the first year in history
when mean global temper
aturc went 1.5 degrees Cel
sius above the preindus
Tl level

Anmal climate canfe-
rences, or the Conference
ol Partles convened by the
United Nations, are about
getting world Jeaders to
agree on measures to curb
emissions to keep temper
atures from going over 2
degrees Celsius above the
temperature in the I850-
1900 pre-industrial period
and "as far as possble”
keeping it below 1.5 de

Sco«hm; heat: £

breach the L5 degrees Cel
sis mark for a decade o
o wonld a houndary
considered to have been
breached. However, ex
perts say that given the
high rate of carbon emis
sions at present, the 2024
temperatures represent a
puint of no retum,

“Whike there may be
year to year variability, an
El Nino in some years of a
major volcanic eruption in
others might  influence

S

Al an average empera
ture of 1501 degrees Celsiug,
2024 was the warmest
year n global temperature
records, which go back wll
1850, and was 0.72 degrees
Cekius above the 199
2020 average. It was 002
degrees Cebsivg above the
average of 2023, the pre
vious warmest year on re
cord, It was also 1.6 de-
grees Celsius above an
estimate of the 1850-1900
temperature designated to

pre-incustrial levels

In 2024, the annual av
erage sea surface tempera
e (SST) over the extra
polar ocean reached a re
cord high ol 20.87 degrees
Celsius, 0.51 degrees Celdsi
us above the 19912020 av
erage

‘The average extra-polas
SST was at record high le
wvels for the time of vear
from January to June 2024
From July 1 Decembe:
2024, the SST was the se-
cond warmest on record
for the tme of ycar, after
2023

Amang the reasons for
the record-hreaking tem
peratures in 2024 was the
El Nino, which is warming
of the Central Equatorial
Pacific, that began in June
2023 with effects lasting
well into 2024

‘Serious implications’

“A single year with temper
atures 1.5°C above pre-in
dustrial kevels does not

mean we've reached 1.5°C

sions cuts,” Professor Joeri
Rogelj, Director of Re
search at the Grantham In
stitute - Climate Chang
and Enwironment, Impe
rial College Londaon, said
in i statement

Other experts referred
to the latest, failed talks &
Baku, Azerbaljan, where
countrics coukin't bring
themsehves to agrecona fi
nancial package that
would realistically accoum
for the costs of migsgating
runaway carbon cmis
sions.

“The year on year in
crease in average global
temperature has serious
lmplications for develop
Ing economies reeling un
der frequent climate disas
ters. This, coupled with
the failure of COP29 to de
liver on meaninglul b
nance, only implies tha
developing economies will
have to allocate more
funds to deal with climare
impacts and disasters in
the future. Mitigation am

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

In 2024, the global mean temperature reached 1.5°C
above pre-industrial levels for the first time, as reported
by the Copernicus Climate Change Service (C3S). This
milestone highlights the urgent need for global action to
curb emissions and prevent temperatures from rising
further.

Key points:

* Temperature Milestone: 2024 marked the first year
with the mean global temperature 1.5°C above the
pre-industrial level.

* Annual Climate Conferences: These conferences aim
to get world leaders to agree on measures to keep
temperatures below 2°C above pre-industrial levels,
with a target to stay below 1.5°C if possible.

* Consistency and Implications: A single year above
1.5°C isn't catastrophic, but consistent breaching
over a decade would be alarming. The high rate of
carbon emissions suggests a potential point of no
return. Record Temperatures: 2024 was the
warmest year on record, influenced by El Nino.
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Three million Sudan children
facing acute malnutrition: UN

Agence France-Presse
PORT SUDAN

An estimated 3.2 million children under the age of five are
expected to face acute malnutrition this year in war-torn
Sudan, according to the United Nations Children’s Fund
(UNICEF). It is located in Northeastern Africa and lies at the
crossroads of Sub-Saharan Africa and the Middle East.
Capital: Khartoum, which is located at the junction of the
Blue Nile and White Nile rivers and its main port, is Port
Sudan on the Red Sea. :lt is bordered by seven countries:
Egypt, Eritrea, Ethiopia, Republic of South Sudan, Central
African Republic, Chad, and Libya.

It also borders the Red Sea to the northeast.

An estimated 3.2 million
children under the age of
five are expected to face
acute malnutrition this
year in war-torn Sudan, ac-
cording to the United Na-
tions Children’s Fund
(UNICEF).
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NATO members reluctant to endorse
Trump’s defence spending proposal

| The US. President-elect said members of the military alliance should spend 5% of gross domestic product on defence - a g inerease from the
current 2% goal and a kevel that no NATO country cumenely reaches a new target is likely to be agreed at a NATO summit in The Hagae in une

| Reuters

|
NRUSSELS

Poland, which continent shoukd do more
borders Ukraine, s t0 dedend stselt and rely
s e Linited States

the NATO member

© that spends the s
highest share of GDP

on defence - 412%

last year, alliance

estimates show

ATO won't heed

Ukrane, many European  has s
countr we ramped vp e
defence spending in recent

1

ments 10 fod the extra bl transport and ek

Tons 1 oA move 0 warfare, sk

spond

fence would
While Mr

on de sand, who  presfously

served as NATO' top offs

p has -l for defence
e ¢

| st and 5
| not to protect allies that fail -~ are wh
|10 met the targel.

lysts see
5 o suggestion
donotmeet  high opening bi
months  of e

; Politically Impossible
| Offictals fram NATO coun
| tries hey agrewd de-  meny
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150

LN
| NATO  estimaeed the oo
combined defence spend-
willbe 3%, Ingofits menbers 41 $147  Spendling sure
tellin i WYL aremirnd okl b Duuvla's uee in

A
money, but we
y shoukln't ket Trump drive
vvns* s serhil

-

NEXT
[1[A|S]

The U.S. President-elect declared on Tuesday members of
the military alliance should spend 5% of gross domestic
product (GDP) on defence — a huge increase from the
current 2% goal and a level that no NATO country, including
the United States, currently reaches.

Poland, which borders Ukraine, is the NATO member that
spends the highest share of GDP on defence —4.12% last
year, alliance estimates show. It is followed by Estonia with
3.43% and the United States with 3.38%.

NATO'’s purpose is to guarantee the freedom and security of
its members through political and military means.
POLITICAL — NATO promotes democratic values and enables
members to consult and cooperate on defence and security-
related issues to solve problems, build trust and, in the long
run, prevent conflict.

MILITARY — NATO is committed to the peaceful resolution of
disputes. If diplomatic efforts fail, it has the military power
to undertake crisis-management operations
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EARLIER, MOST SENIOR EC WAS DEFAULT CHOICE TO SUCCEED CEC

Inafirst, selection process for next Chief
Election Commissioner casts wider net

As per new law, panel of five to be sent to committee of PM, Leader of Opposition in Lok Sabha, Minister

DAMININATH
NEWDELHI, JAMUARY 10

TRADITIONALLY, the successar
to  the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) has been
the next senior most Election
Commissianer. For the first time,
as per the Chief Election
Commissioner And Other
Election  Commissioners
(Appointment, Conditions of
Service And Term of Office) Act,
30123, the net can be cast wider.

Current CEC Rajiv Kumar

demits office on Febnuary 18. The
Election Commission comprises
the CEC and two election com-
missioners — Gyanesh Kumar
and Sukhbir Singh Sandhu at
preSent.

Gyanesh Kumar could still be
in contention but according to
Sections & and 7 of the Act, the
Ministry of Law will set up a
Search Committee chaired by
the Law Minister to prepare a
panel of five names for the
Sedection Committee.

The Selection Committee,
comprising the Prime Minister,

; iﬁ AW
CEC Rajiv Kumar with ECs

Gyanesh Kumar and
Sukhbir Singh Sandhu. fi

a Cabinet minister and the
Leader of the Opposition in the
Lok Sabha, can select from this

 EXPLAINED

WHEN THE Election
Comimission is under
scrutiny, the new law
gives the Government the
space o break from tradi-
tion. \Aith the Leader of
Opposition on the panel,a
debate over whois next is
niot ruled out

Break
from
@ tradition?

panel orconsideramyather per-
son” from outside.

Section 6 of the At specifies
this process for the appoinment
of the Chief Election Commi-
ssipner and other Election
(Commissioners.

Even as Gyanesh Kumar re-
mains a potential candidate for
the top post, the Act gives the se-
lection committee the option of
considering names from outside
the Election Commission.

This comies against the back-
drop of the EC facing the heat

CONTINUEDONPAGEZ

Traditionally, the successor to the Chief Election
Commissioner (CEC) has been the next senior most
Election Commissioner.

The Chief Election Commissioner And Other Election
Commissioners (Appointment, Conditions of Service And
Term of Office) Act, 2023, allows for a wider selection
pool.

Current CEC: Rajiv Kumar, the current CEC, will leave
office on February 18.

Sections 6 and 7 of the Act require the Ministry of Law to
set up a Search Committee chaired by the Law Minister
to prepare a panel of five names for the Selection
Committee.

Selection Committee: The Selection Committee,
comprising the Prime Minister, a Cabinet minister, and
the Leader of the Opposition in the Lok Sabha, can select
from this panel or consider other candidates.
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Amid ‘Sheesh Maha]’ row, a look at CAG’s scope

HARIKISHAN SHARMA
NEW DELHI, JANLARY 10

THE COMPTROLLER and Auditor
General of India (CAG) is again in
the spotlight amid a political row
triggered by it report on the cost
ofrenovation at the officeand res-
idence of ex-Ch Arvind Kejrival

#cs The ndlian Express reported
lastweek, the CAGisleamt tohave
chiswn that starting from prelim-
inary estimates of Rs 791 crore,
the total cost of the work on the
premises of 6, Flag Staff Road
stood at Rs 33,66 crore when the
PWD completed it in 2022. The
CAG's findings have sparked awar
of words between the BJP and
AAP ahead ofthe Delhi Assembly
polls next month,

The CAG, which is the coun-
try's supreme auditbody, has sub-
mitted a dozen audit reports o
the Delhi LG in recent years. But
the AAP sovernment has not laid
them in the Assembbly, mggering
a backlash from the BJ whose
MLAs have approached the High
Court. Some of these reparts, in-
cluding performance audits on
several burning issues such as
liguor supply in Delhi, prevention
and mitigation of air pollution,
and functioning of the Delhi

Archive

6. Flagstaft Road. where Kejriwal lived when he was Od

Transport Corporation, were pre-
sented to the |-G four years ago.
Hereis alookat how the CAG
chooses subjects for
auddits, howr reports are
prepared, and what
happens afterwards:

EXPLAINED

What are the
various types of
audits CAG conducts?
The (AG conducts three kinds
of audits: compliance auditor an
assessment of whether provi-
sions ofthe applicablie laws, rules,
and regulations, and various or-
ders and instructions issued by
the competent authority are be-
ing followed; performance audit,
or an assessment of the imple-
mentation of schemes or pro-

grammes; and financial audit, or
certification of government's ac-
ountsand the accounts of PSL.

7 Howdoesitselect
audit subjects?

Before finalising a sub-
ject, it follows a risk as-
sessment procedure that
accounts for various fac-

tors such as size of the outlay of a
project, what's being written in
newspapers about the issue, and
its owvn inspection reparts aver
the years. It also consults guide-
lines laid down by the Intern-
ational Organisation of Supreme
Audit Institutions that spell out
what s of relevance fo citizens.
Based on these criteria, the
(CAG's office approves an annual

audit plan that is implemented
in the field offices. There is also
an Audit Advisory Board that
meets hwice a year and suggests
subjects and methodologies for
audit. The government of courts
can atsa recommend CAG audits.

What happens after the CAG
selects asubject?

(Onice a subject is chosen, the
CAG holds an entry conference
with the department or argani-
sation being audited. At this con-
ference, CAG officials inform the
body concemned about matters
such as their plans for the audit,
the methodology tobe followed,
and a tentative timeline. They
also seek assistance inacressing
records and documents.

After the audit, officials from
the auditor general’s office hold
anexitconference toshare their
findings with the department or
organisation and seek their re-
ply. The entry and exit confer-
ences are held for every per-
formance and compliance audit.
(CAG shares adraft report with the
department audited. Normalky,
the department has torespond in
six weeks. Thereafter, the CAG
sgns thereport andsendsit inthe
government | President or Gover-
nor]. Then the government lays

thereport before the legislature.

What does the Constitution
say on tabling a CAG report?
Asticle 151 provides for laying
CAGreportsin Parliament or saty
legislatures but no time limit it
sperified ACAG report become:
public only after it's laid in the
House. The Public Account:
Committee | PAC) examines thi
selected reparts and seeks a re
sponse fromthe government. The
P alen asks the government i
takeactionan the recommenda
tions and submit an repart.

Do CAG reporis have
any impact?

The audit reports highligh
losses b the exchequer, proce
dural Insses and also provide rec
ommendations that play a key
rode inchanging rules and proce
dures. Amang the CAG repaort:
that have had a big impact in re
cent decades is the one an li
cencesand allocation of 26 spec
trurn, tablied in Movember 2010
It had a massive political effect
damaging the image of thy
Manmohan Singh-led LIP gov
ernment that was ultimately
voted out in 2014,

FULL REPORTOR
www.indianexpress.com

NEXT
1 AS]

CAG's report on renovation costs of former Delhi CM’s
residence has sparked a political row

CAG's Role: The CAG audits Central and state
governments, maintains state accounts, and conducts
compliance, performance, and financial audits.

Audit Selection: Subjects are chosen based on risk
assessment, media reports, and guidelines from the
International Organization of Supreme Audit Institutions
(INTOSAI).

Article 151 mandates laying CAG reports in Parliament or
state legislatures, but no time limit is specified.

Impact: CAG reports highlight losses and recommend
changes. Notable reports include the 2G spectrum
allocation audit.
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PIB-Governance(GSlI) CENTRE RELEASES %1.73 LAKH CRORE TO STATES FOR TAX
DEVOLUTION

* Tax devolution refers to the constitutional process of
distributing tax revenues between the central and state
governments. The division is based on recommendations
by the Finance Commission, which ensures the allocation
is conducted fairly and equitably.

* The Finance Commission uses specific criteria to
determine devolution amounts for each state. These
include a 12.5 percent weightage for demographic
performance, 45 percent for income, 15 percent each for
population and area, 10 percent for forest and ecology,
and 2.5 percent for tax and fiscal efforts.

Mgty of Finance

Afv

Union Government releases tax devolution of 31,73,030 crore to State
Govemments to accelerate capital spending and finance their development and
Welfare-related expenditures

Posted O 10 JAN 2025 1:40PM by PIB Dehi



