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The Hindu-GS2(Health)Page1 • Kerala has the lowest MMR in India at 19 per 100,000 
live births.

• The MMR is now climbing due to fewer childbirths, not 
more maternal deaths.

• Decline in Birth Rate:
• Kerala's annual live births have decreased from 5-5.5 

lakh to 3.93 lakh.
The decline in fertility levels and changing demographics 
impact the social fabric.
Kerala targeted an MMR of 20 by 2030, now unlikely due 
to falling birth rates.

• Demographic Changes: Low fertility rates and changing 
societal attitudes affect MMR.

• Migration and delayed childbearing contribute to the 
decline in births.

• Migration of reproductive age group affects birth rates.
• Proportion of elderly population expected to exceed 

children in the next decade.
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The Hindu –GS2(Governance)-Page 8
• In 2015 , The Election Commission (EC) launched the 

National Electoral Rolls Purification and Authentication 
Program (NERPAP) to address duplicate entries in the 
electoral roll by linking voter IDs with Aadhaar.

• The Supreme Court limited Aadhaar’s mandatory use to 
welfare schemes and PAN linking, halting NERPAP.

• September 2018: SC upheld Aadhaar’s constitutionality, 
prompting the EC to seek amendments to the RP Act, 
1950. December 2021: Parliament amended laws 
allowing voluntary voter IDs-Aadhaar linking.

September 2023: The EC clarified that submission of 
Aadhaar number is not mandatory, but the forms (Form 6 
and 6B) remained unchanged, still requesting Aadhaar
details.
Pros  : Eliminates Duplicate Entries,Widespread Aadhaar
Integration
Cons:Small errors could lead to wrongful rejection or 
deletion of voter entries.
Privacy Concerns  Therefore The benefits of linking EPIC 
with Aadhaar, such as reducing duplicate entries, should be 
widely publicized to gain voter confidence
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The Hindu –GS3(Science and Tech)-Page 8 • Former OpenAI chief scientist Ilya Sutskever noted that 
we've reached the limits of data scalability with the 
current internet.

• Demand for Smaller Models: With large models showing 
diminishing returns, researchers are now focusing on 
smaller language models.

• Tech Announcements: Companies like Google DeepMind, 
OpenAI, Meta, and others have launched smaller models 
alongside their flagship models.

• Pros: Smaller models are cheaper, require less compute, 
and are ideal for specialized tasks.

• Cons: They may not perform as well on complex tasks 
like coding and logical problems.

• India's Perspective: Smaller models are well-suited for 
resource-constrained environments like India, with 
initiatives aiming to build AI that supports various sectors 
and cultural preservation

.
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The Hindu- Environment(GSIII)-Page 10 The Centre’s wildlife panel has approved a proposal to carry 
out oil and gas exploration in the ecosensitive zone of the 
Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary in Assam’s Jorhat 
district.
Hollongapar Gibbon Wildlife sanctuary, more popularly 
known as Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary named after Hoolock
Gibbon covers an area of 20.98 square kilometers (including 
the area under Military Engineering Services of Indian Army) 
at Jorhat district of Assam. 
• The Hoollongapar Gibbon Wildlife Sanctuary was earlier 

known as Hoollongapar Forest during British period in 
1881. This sanctuary is approximately 19 km from 
Jorhat's town centre and 5 km from Mariani.
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Indian Express-IR(GSII)-Page 16 • President-elect Donald Trump announced plans to 
rename the Gulf of Mexico to the "Gulf of America" on 
January 7. This statement was part of a broader critique 
of Mexico's trade deficit and illegal immigration issues. 
Trump also made hostile remarks about US neighbors, 
including threats to take control of Greenland and the 
Panama Canal, and referred to Canada as the "51st" US 
state. He justified the renaming by stating that the US 
does most of the work in the region and that the new 
name is appropriate.

• The Gulf of Mexico is a semi-enclosed basin connected, 
to the south, to the Caribbean Sea, and to the North 
Atlantic Ocean to the east.
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PIB-IR(GSII) • The India-Nepal Inter-Governmental Committee (IGC) on 
Trade, Transit, and Cooperation to Combat Unauthorised
Trade was held in Kathmandu from January 10-11, 2025.

• Secretary, Department of Commerce, Government of 
India, Shri Sunil Barthwal led the Indian delegation which 
included senior officials from various Ministries and the 
Embassy of India in Kathmandu. 

• This meeting of the IGC, a bilateral mechanism aimed at 
strengthening trade and investment ties, carried out a 
comprehensive review of the whole gamut of bilateral 
trade and economic relationship. Both sides reviewed 
mutual market access issues, IPR and duty related issues. 
The agenda also included discussions on review of the 
Treaty of Transit and the Treaty of Trade, proposed 
amendments to existing agreements, the harmonization 
of standards and the synchronized development of trade 
infrastructure including the electrification of the Raxaul-
Birgunj rail line.

• .
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PIB-Economy(GSIII) • In a significant milestone, India has joined the prestigious 
UN Committee of Experts on Big Data and Data Science 
for Official Statistics. The UN Committee of Experts on 
Big Data and Data Science for Official Statistics (UN-
CEBD) was created to further investigate the benefits and 
challenges of Big Data, including the potential for 
monitoring and reporting on the sustainable 
development goals.

• The inclusion in this expert committee comes at a pivotal 
time, as India recently assumed membership of the 
United Nations Statistical Council after a significant gap. 
India’s inclusion in the Committee of Experts represents 
a significant leap forward for the country’s statistical 
ecosystem. As part of the committee, India will 
contribute to shaping global standards and practices in 
harnessing big data and data science for official statistical 
purposes. This milestone underscores India's growing 
stature in the global statistical community and highlights 
its commitment to leveraging data and technology for 
informed decision-making.

• .
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Air-Places (GSI) Cuba is a country in the Caribbean region.
Capital: Havana
Location: Cuba is located where the northern Caribbean 
Sea, Gulf of Mexico, and the Atlantic Ocean meet.
Cuba’s terrain is mostly flat or rolling plains, with rugged 
hills and mountains in the southeast.
Highest point is Pico Turquino

It is a part of the Sierra Maestra Mountain range, 
located in the southeast of the island.

The country’s longest river is the Cauto; 
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