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The Hindu-GS3(Economy)Page1 • India’s retail inflation eased to 5.22% in December 2024, 
a four-month low, down from 5.5% in November. Food 
inflation also slightly decreased to 8.4% from 9.04%.

• Top items with the highest inflation were peas (89.12%), 
potatoes (68.23%), garlic (58.17%), coconut oil (45.41%), 
and cauliflower (39.42%).

• Inflation averaged 5.63% in Q3 2024-25, close to the 
RBI’s estimate of 5.7%. Rural inflation was higher at 5.8%, 
while urban inflation was 4.6%.
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The Hindu –GS2(Governance)-Page 4 • The Centre has signed a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MoU) with the Odisha government, led by Mohan 
Charan Majhi's BJP, to join the Ayushman Bharat Pradhan 
Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, after years of efforts.

• AB PM-JAY will be implemented in convergence with the 
existing Gopabandhu Jan Arogya Yojana (GJAY) – in 
Odisha. It will provide a cover of ₹5 lakh per family per 
annum with additional ₹5 lakh for women members.

.
•
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The Hindu –GS1(Places)-Page 4 • Fifteen fishermen who had ventured into the sea from 
the Thengapattinam fishing harbour in Kanniyakumari
district were reportedly detained near the Diego Garcia 
island, part of the British Indian Ocean Territory (BIOT), 
on January 9, for allegedly crossing the maritime 
boundary.

• Diego Garcia, coral atoll, largest and southernmost 
member of the Chagos Archipelago, in the central Indian 
Ocean, part of the British Indian Ocean Territory.
.
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The Hindu- Culture(GSI)-Page 6 The Travancore Devaswom Board (TDB) anticipates around 
1.5 lakh pilgrims at the Sannidhanam for the Makaravilakku
festival
· Makaravilakku is an annual festival of great importance, 
held every year during Makar Sankranti in Kerala, India at 
the Sabarimala Temple
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The Hindu-Economy/Health-Page 11 • nine workers were trapped in a flooded coal mine in 
Assam’s Dima Hasao district, with four bodies recovered 
so far. This incident highlights the dangers of rat-hole 
mining, a hazardous method involving narrow tunnels for 
coal extraction. The Supreme Court raised concerns 
about illegal mining and official complicity in 2019.
Rat-hole mining, banned by the National Green Tribunal 
(NGT) in 2014, is dangerous due to risks like asphyxiation, 
collapses, and flooding. It also causes environmental 
damage, including land degradation and water 
contamination. Despite the ban, illegal mining continues, 
leading to fatalities.

• The NGT ban was influenced by reports of human rights 
abuses, including child labor, with about 70,000 children 
from Bangladesh and Nepal working in these mines. In 
response, the Meghalaya government has approved 
mining leases for ‘scientific’ mining, aimed at reducing 
environmental impact, though activists remain skeptical 
that this will address the core issues of profit-driven, 
unsafe mining practices.
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The Hindu-Environment-Page 20 • The Konkan region, flanked by the Arabian Sea and the 
Western Ghats, is renowned for its beaches and temples. 
As one travels towards the Ratnagiri district, the 
landscape transitions from towering mountain ranges to 
rolling hills with flat tops called sada. These areas, barren 
for most of the year, transform during the monsoons, 
becoming vibrant with unique endemic flora.

• The sada's geology, with highly weathered lateritic soil, 
acts as a rainwater catchment, recharging groundwater. 
This provides villages with year-round access to fresh 
water through wells, springs, and streams, maintained as 
part of local rituals.
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Indian Express-S&T(GSIII) • The human genome is an instruction manual inherited 
from parents, determining traits and predisposition to 
diseases.

• It consists of 3 billion base pairs, made of A, C, G, and T.
• Sequencing involves extracting DNA, cutting it into 

smaller pieces, and using a sequencer to decode and 
assemble the genome.

• Genome India Project: Launched in 2020 to map India's 
genetic diversity, as the country has over 4,600 distinct 
populations.

• The first phase sequenced 10,000 genomes, and the goal 
is to expand to 1 million genomes.

.
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Air-Culture(GSI) • Makar Sankranti, a festival of harvest, is celebrated today 
across India, marking the end of winter and the start of 
longer days. 

• The festival is known by various names in different 
regions: Pongal in Tamil Nadu, Uttarayan in Gujarat, 
Bhogali Bihu in Assam, and Poush Sankranti in West 
Bengal.

.
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Air-IR(GSII)
India has sent the second tranche of foodgrain assistance 
for the people of Lesotho.
Geography :It is a country in Southern Africa.
It is a highland country with plateaus, hills, and mountains. 
Its highest point is Thabana Ntlenyana at 3,482 meters.
The capital: Maseru
History : Lesotho, initially inhabited by Khoisan hunter-
gatherers, was later settled by Bantu and Sotho-Tswana 
peoples.
In 1822, King Moshoeshoe I unified the region, which 

became a British protectorate in 1843, known as 
Basutoland.
Lesotho gained independence on October 4, 1966, with King 
Moshoeshoe II as its first sovereign.

.
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