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5stes nIndia-Bangladeshrow over fencing ofintemationa

NEHABANKA
HOLKATA, JANUARY 14

INDA AN Bangladesh summoned each
other's emvays fallowing a disagreement
over the construction of Fences by the
Border Security Force (BSF  along the border
betwezn the two countrizs.
(inSunday,the Bangladech foregn min-
Istrysummoned Indiss High Commissian-
rin Dhala, Pranay Verma, i express ‘deep
concem” over “recent activities of he BSF',
especially ‘the unauthorised atempt o cor-
structbarbed wire fencing” thatf said vio-
lated an agreement between the couniries.
The flloving day New Cehiicall=dinthe
Bangladesh Acting High Commissianer to
comvey that ndia ] observed all proto-
colsand agreements between the two gv-
emments .. between the Border Security
Force and Border Clard Banglacesh”
India has a 4,09.7-km barder with
Bangladesh, the longest among s neigh-

bours. ncia intends the fence to preventl-
legal migration and cross-barder arime.

The recent incidents

(nfamuary € Border Cuards Bangladesh
(BB i o abstructthe construction of
aharbed wire single row fence SR by the
central Road Works Department in
Kaliachak No 3 block in Malda district.

DI {South Bengal Frontier) NK Pandey
said,"Ourcounterpiart had rased same ob-
Jection, we replied to them.* Wark on the
fnce was stopped temporarily, but re-
sumed the following day.

(n January 10, the BGR chiscted to il
agerswhowereEaclitated by the BEF erect-
inganimprovised d-foot harbed wire fence
armaund portions of the Bangladechi enclave
of Dahagram-Angarpota in Mekhligan],
Cooch Behar.Thevillgerssaidthefence was
nsapsiraycattle from enteringther lnds.

Border in Bengal
According to the 1975 Joint India-

Bangladesh Cuidelines for order
Authoritesnodefence stucture canbe con-
structed within 150yards ofthezera ineor
the intemationalboundary by eitherside.
“India doesn't consider wire ncing to
bie defence sructures but Bangladesh and
Pakitan do,"§  Sood, a retired Additional
[Gofthe B, who served for
38yearswiththe force nchuc-
ingas frontier commanderin
Dot West Bengalsaid.
Several vilages along the
1217-Jmborder inWest Bengal i within
the fencing line. At places, villages and
hiousesstand omtheinternational border.
At saveral places, the fence cannat be
consinucted at 150 yandsor beyand fmhe
internationa] border, hecause the border s
marked byvillagesormvers. And Dahagram-
Angarpota s a Bangladeshi enclave inside
Incia with fencesonthe e ine,"Soud said
Wherevervillges and housesliewithin
the fencing line, gates are provided at spe-
ific places to Eacilitat the movement of

POLICY

residents Thetmingsfar heiropening and
closing are determingd after discussions
withvillagers and thelocal administration.
The BSFopens the gates evenat thertimes
mcase of emergencies.
“Wherecue o reasonsaf errai and pap-
ulation, ening cannot be constucted under
the 1975 border guidelnes,we
inform Bangladash that we
nieed o budd fencing near the
border," Sood said. n these
cases, negotiations are held
withthe BGB. Afer the fencing s mufualy
agyeet] upon, the B3F begins consruction.

The disagreement

Bangladesh has essentially two objec-
tions o S, Sond said: about the 1975 agee-
ment onne-encing within 150 yardsaf the
border;and that eecting afence incomven-
lentioresidents along the border

Surjeet Singh Guleria aretived Inepector
General of the BSF,said the purpose of the
SHFis mainfyto st animal moverment and

chick trans-bordr crimes, and does not
have any defence potential.

“Structures considered to heve defence
potential include concrete walls/ bunkers/
concretepill ones,stoel iowers ditc-cum-
bandhjor DB, which sbualeon plainlandin
create 4 canal with depth and hidden
bunkers alongside), or bunleers where sl-
s arestatiane].Thess can e considered
a threat to their national security by
Banglacesh, but ot an SR We hiave been
trying toconvince them in every flag meet-
g buttheyare natamenzble." Culeri who
spent 37 yearswith the BSF including at the
B Easterm Commanc! HE)imbolkata ool
ingafteraperations and intelgence, sad.

(Guleriasaid the BGA atso has problems
ith*seartfencing”, which has CCTV cam-
eras and electmnic survellance gadgets.

“Theyobjected i presence within 100
yands of the intemational borler, saying it
givesIndia the ability to ook into thei ter-
ritory. This fencing wizs for villages within
150 yards of the border or on the intema-

Dorder

tional boundary. It s estimated that about
it oftrans-bonder crimes take place where
there i no fencing,and where villges are
onthe intemational boundary, hesaid.

The ssue has been under iscussionfor
the past fiveyears, Guleria said.

Status of fencing

According i Home Minisry datz, 341
kmofborderinallstates) have been fenced.

In 2023, the Centre had told the
Supgeme Courtthat the borderfencing prof
ecthad been hindesed by non-cooperation
fram WestBengal and pending land acqui-
sition in the state, About 815% of the bor-
derin Bengal had been fenced at the time.

“There are small patches of unfenced
and, which are pending due to cgctions
fromvillagers, the tereain, ar ongning nege-
tiationswith Bangiadesh. More than 00 km
of the barder along the five eastern tates,
including West Bengal,is iverine. Fencing
15 not possible on water, 5o these parts are
guarded by BSF s water wing," Sood said
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India summoned the Bangladesh Acting High
Commissioner, Nural Islam, on January 13 over issues
related to border security and fencing.
The Ministry of External Affairs reiterated that India had
adhered to all agreements between India and
Bangladesh regarding border security and fencing.
Recent Incidents: In Malda, West Bengal, Border Guards
Bangladesh (BGB) attempted to stop the construction of
a barbed wire fence by BSF on the India-Bangladesh
border.
Border Guidelines: According to the 1975 Joint India-
Bangladesh Guidelines, no defense structures, including
fences, can be built within 150 yards of the international
border.

* India doesn’t consider wire fencing as a defense

structure, unlike Bangladesh and Pakistan

Fencing Progress: India has completed 3,141 km of
fencing along the 4,156 km India-Bangladesh border.
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AMITABHSINHA
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 14

THE WORLD Metearological Organization
[WMO} last week declared 2024 as the
warmest year on record. The average annual
mean temperature ofthe Earth's surface dur-
ing the year was more than 15 degrees
Celeius higher than pre-industrial levels | av-
erage of the 18501900 period).

2024 was the warmest for India as well,
the India Meteorol ogical Department | ML
announced earlier this month. However, the
extent ofwarming over Indiaisvery different
from the world as 2 whale. The IMD said
2074 was 065 degrees Celsius higher than
normal The normal, in this case, is the aver-
agefor the 1991-2020 period.

The two pieces of data that represent the

Why India is warming slower

In 2024, average temperature over India was 1.2 degrees Celsius higher than average of 1901-1910. This s
lower than 1.6 degrees Celsius over global land surface from pre-industrial times.

TEMPERATURE DEVIATIONS ININDIA AND WORLD

10-yeat rurinig averages, o enarmple, temperature rge plotted againat the year 1960 is

actudly the e af temperatune fe betieen 1950 and 1580
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| levels of warming being experienced in dif-

ferent parts of the country. The nature and
impact of temperature rise inthe Himalayas,
for example, is very different from that in
coastal regions. India's vulnerability to cli-
mate change is very high, not the least be-
cause of its large population.

Global climate models do not reflect the
changes over the Indian region. The same s
true for ghobal assessments of the impactsof
climate change. As a result, India needs to
sirengthen its capabilities in climate obser-
vation and impact assessment. The first
Indi-spexific climate change impact assess-
ment in 2020 filled a big gapin the under-
standing of threats from dlimate change. But
this has tobe an ongping exercise — like the
IPCC s global assessment every few years.

Expanding the weather obsenation net-
work, and strengthening computing and

2024: Warmest year globally and for India.
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Global Temperature: Over 1.5°C higher than pre-industrial
levels.

India's Temperature: 0.65°C higher than the 1991-2020
average.

Comparison Challenges : Baselines: Different baselines
used; IMD data from 1901, not 1850-1900.

Land vs. Global Temperature: India's temperature rise is
only land-based, while global rise includes land and
oceans.

Specifics of Warming: Land vs. Ocean: Land warms more
than oceans.

India's Warming: 1.2°C higher than the 1901-1910
average.

Regional Differences :Tropical Location: Less pronounced
warming in India compared to higher altitudes.

Factors Impacting India's Warming

Aerosols: Cooling effect from dust and air pollution.
Non-uniform Landmass: Different warming levels in
regions like the Himalayas and coastal areas.
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PIB —GS3(Economy) * Union Minister of Commerce & Industry, Shri Piyush
Goyal, inaugurated the National Turmeric Board in New
Delhi, appointing Shri Palle Ganga Reddy as its first
Chairperson. The Board’s headquarters will be in
Nizamabad,

* The Board will promote research, development, and
value addition of turmeric products, boost exports,
enhance logistics, and set quality standards. It will also
raise awareness about the health benefits of turmeric.
India, which produces over 70% of the world's turmeric,
aims to increase production and trade, particularly in
global markets where the demand for turmeric is

growing due to its medicinal properties.

Mty of Commerce & nusty

A’v

Union Minister for Commerce and Industry Shii Piyush Goyal launches Nationa
Tumenc Board

National Turmeric Board established at Nizamabad
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sty of New nd Reneab Enery

lf'

NINRE isstes Operatonal Guilns for mplementaon of vanous companenls
Under Pty Ghr: Mt i Yojena

Fosted O 144N 025 12350 b P18 ehi

Union Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has
notified Scheme Guidelines for implementation of
‘Payment Security Mechanism’ Component and ‘Central
Financial Assistance’ Component for RESCO Models/
Utility Led Aggregation Models under PM-Surya Ghar:
Muft Bijli Yojana.

PM Surya Ghar Muft Bijlee Yojana is a Central Scheme
that aims to provide free electricity to one crore
households in India, who opt to install roof top solar
electricity unit. The households will be able to get 300
units of electricity free every month. It was approved by
the Union Cabinet on February 29, with an outlay

of Rs.75,021 crore.
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Air-Geography

PM Modi Launches ‘Mission Mausam’ To Make India
Weather-Ready And Climate-Smart On IMD’s 150th
Foundation Day

-
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi today launched Mission
Mausam to make the country a weather-ready and
climate-smart nation. The launch took place during the
celebrations of the 150th Foundation Day of the India
Meteorological Department (IMD) at Bharat Mandapam
in New Delhi.

Mission Mausam aims to achieve its target by developing
cutting-edge weather surveillance technologies and
systems. The initiative will implement high-resolution
atmospheric observations, next-generation radars and
satellites, and high-performance computers. It will also
focus on improving the understanding of weather and
climate processes and providing air quality data, which
will help in strategizing weather management and
intervention in the long run.
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The Army Day is celebrated on January 15 every year to
commemorate the achievements of the first Commander in
Chief of the Indian Army General (later Field Marshal) KM
Cariappa. On this day in 1949, Gen Cariappa, who led Indian
forces to victory in the 1947 war, took over the command of
the Indian Army from General Sir FRR Bucher, the last British
Commander-in-Chief and became the first Commander-in-
Chief of Independent India.

Air-Defence(GSlIlI)

77th Army Day Celebrated With Grand Parade In Pune

DAY

15" January



NEXT
1 AS]

HEADLINES OF THE DAY 4

Air-Culture(GSl) * In Telangana, people are celebrating Kanuma today, the
festival of cattle, on the third day of Sankranti festival. In
rural areas, people worship cattle and agricultural tools

» cattle processions will be held at many places as farmers
showcase their bulls and adorned cattle in their village
streets. Cattle competitions and rural sports for youth
will be held to mark the festival. The cattle will be
worshipped in most of the rural areas as the farming
community considers the importance of the cattle in the

nourishment and development of society.

Telangana Celebrates Kanuma With Cattle Worship,
Processions, Rural Sports
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DD News -Health(GSII) * Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) is a neurological and
developmental condition that affects behavior,
communication, interaction, and learning.

* Diagnosis: No objective tests like blood tests; diagnosis is
based on observations and interviews. Symptoms vary
widely, with some individuals being verbal while others
may be nonverbal.

* The exact cause is unclear, but factors may include:

e Genetic: Gene variations and genetic disorders like
Fragile X syndrome and Prader-Willi syndrome.

* Environmental: Maternal factors, exposure to air
pollution during pregnancy, birth complications.

* Treatment: No cure or reversal; early intervention is key:

* Supportive therapies like speech therapy, occupational
therapy, social skills training, and individualized
education plans.

Why Are Autism Rates Rising?




