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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page1 • Israel and Hamas have agreed to a ceasefire deal to 
temporarily pause the ongoing war in Gaza.
The deal follows weeks of negotiations in Doha, Qatar.

• Key components of the agreement:
• Phased release of hostages held by Hamas.
• Release of Palestinian prisoners from Israeli 

detention.
• Allowance for displaced people in Gaza to return to 

their homes.
• Delivery of humanitarian aid to Gaza.
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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page4 The BSF and BGB held a border-coordination meeting at the 
Petrapole-Benapole border on Wednesday to discuss 
mutual interests.
Key Issues Discussed:
Development projects in border areas.
• Implementation of the single row fence (SRF).
• Combating cross-border crimes, including cattle 

smuggling, human trafficking, and illegal immigration.
Both forces expressed their commitment to strengthening 
bilateral relations and maintaining the integrity of the 
international border.
Tensions Along the Border: The meeting comes amid 
tensions, including disagreements over border fence 
construction in areas like Sukdebpur in West Bengal’s 
Malda.
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The Hindu-GS3(Defence)Page5 • three frontline naval platforms — INS Nilgiri, INS 
Vaghsheer, and INS Surat — were commissioned into the 
Indian Navy on the same day, marking the first-ever tri-
commissioning.

• INS Nilgiri is the lead ship of Project 17A frigates, INS 
Vaghsheer is the sixth and the final submarine of Project 
75 Kalvari class, and INS Surat is the fourth and final ship 
of Project 15B destroyers.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page10 • The concept of ‘blood money’ (diya) originates from 
Islamic Sharia law and is practiced in various countries 
with Islamic legal frameworks. It requires the perpetrator 
of a crime, especially unintentional murder or culpable 
homicide, to compensate the victim or their family. This 
compensation can alleviate the victim’s family’s suffering 
and loss of income, and it may replace retribution (qisas) 
if the victim's family chooses not to pursue it. Despite its 
purpose, it does not eliminate the possibility of further 
state-imposed penalties. The amount of blood money 
can depend on factors like gender, religion, and 
nationality of the victim.
Countries like Saudi Arabia, Iran, and Pakistan 
incorporate blood money into their legal systems, though 
its application can be controversial, especially regarding 
gender inequality in compensation.

• in India, there are no provisions for blood money in the 
legal system. However, India has introduced plea 
bargaining, which allows for negotiated concessions, 
including compensation to victims. This process, though 
different from blood money, shares some similarities.
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The Hindu-GS3(Environment) • Wildlife spotting at any reserve is a matter of time, luck, 
and patience. But those visiting the Nagarahole Tiger 
Reserve in Karnataka will most likely catch a glimpse of 
the spotted deer. Officials of the reserve say their 
population has seen a steady increase in recent years. At 
present, there are 28 spotted deer for every sq. km of 
the reserve.

• The Nagarahole Tiger Reserve is located in the districts of 
Mysuru and Kodagu. It has an area of 847.981 sq. km, 
including a core area of 643.392 sq. km and a buffer area 
of 204.589 sq. km. The reserve is contiguous with the 
Wayanad Wildlife Sanctuary in Kerala to the south and 
Bandipur Tiger Reserve to the southeast.
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PIB –GS1(History) TIRUVALLUVAR DAY CELEBRATED IN TAMIL NADU,

Thiruvalluvar was a great saint, poet and philosopher of 
Tamil culture. His famous work 'Thirukkural' is considered to 
be the book of ethics of Tamil literature. It contains 1330 
couplets (Kural), which provide deep knowledge on topics 
like ethics, politics, love and justice.
It is worth noting that Thiruvalluvar Day is celebrated every 
year on the day after Makar Sankranti. This day is dedicated 
to honoring his teachings and contribution to Tamil culture. 
Thiruvalluvar is worshiped as a saint and philosopher in 
Tamil Nadu. His teachings and life values reinforce the 
principles of righteousness, compassion and harmony in 
society.
• .
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PIB –GS1(Culture) • Union Minister for Education, Shri Dharmendra Pradhan, 
launched the registration portal for the 3rd edition of 
Kashi Tamil Sangamam (KTS).

• Kashi Tamil Sangamam is being organized by the Ministry 
of Education, Govt. of India in collaboration with other 
ministries including Culture, Textiles, Railways, Tourism, 
Food Processing, I&B etc. and the Govt. of UP. The 
programme aims to provide an opportunity for scholars, 
students, philosophers, traders, artisans, artists and 
people from other walks of life from the two regions to 
come together, share their knowledge, culture and best 
practices and learn from each other’s experience. It also 
aims to make the youth aware and experience cultural 
oneness. The endeavour is in sync with NEP 2020’s 
emphasis on integrating the wealth of Indian Knowledge 
Systems with modern systems of knowledge. IIT Madras 
and BHU are the two implementing agencies for the 
programme.
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Air-GS2(IR) • The Supreme Court today ordered the construction and 
availability of separate toilet facilities for males, females, 
PwD, and transgender persons in all court premises and 
tribunals across the country. A bench of Justices JB 
Pardiwala and R. Mahadevan said that toilets are not 
merely a matter of convenience, but a basic necessity 
which is a facet of human rights.

• Access to proper sanitation is recognised as a 
fundamental right under Article 21 of the Constitution, 
which guarantees the right to life and personal liberty. 
This right inherently includes ensuring a safe and 
hygienic environment for all individuals. 

• The Apex Court said, there is a discernible duty on every 
State and UT under Part IV of the Constitution to ensure 
a healthy environment and to continuously strive to 
improve public health, added Justice Pardiwala-led 
Bench. The apex court was hearing a writ petition in 
nature of a public interest litigation.
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Air-Society(GSI) • The Tharu community celebrated their major festival, 
Maghi, with a weeklong display of their culture, craft, 
and cuisine. Maghi is observed on the first day of the 
Nepali month Magh. 

• The Tharu, an indigenous tribe living in the Terai region 
of India and Nepal, have a population of around 1.7 
million in Nepal and are mainly found in Uttarakhand, 
Uttar Pradesh, and Bihar in India.
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