
25 January, 2025



The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page 1 • The Union Home Ministry has granted the Banke Bihari 
temple in Vrindavan, Uttar Pradesh, registration under 
the Foreign Contribution Regulation Act (FCRA), allowing 
it to receive foreign donations for religious activities.

• The FCRA regulates foreign donations and ensures that 
such contributions do not adversely affect internal 
security. First enacted in 1976, it was amended in 2010 
when a slew of new measures were adopted to regulate 
foreign donations. The FCRA is applicable to all 
associations, groups and NGOs which intend to receive 
foreign donations. It is mandatory for all such NGOs to 
register themselves under the FCRA. The registration is 
initially valid for five years and it can be renewed 
subsequently if they comply with all norms.
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The Hindu-GS3(Space)Page6 • The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) is gearing 
up for the 100th launch from the Satish Dhawan Space 
Centre in Sriharikota, Andhra Pradesh, which is 
scheduled to take place on January 29 with the launch of 
the GSLV-F15 NVS-02 mission.

• The GSLV-F15, with indigenous cryogenic stage, will place 
the NVS-02 satellite in a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit.

• The launch is scheduled to take place from the 
spaceport’s second launch pad.

• The NVS-02 is the second satellite in the NVS series, and 
part of India’s Navigation with Indian Constellation 
(NavIC).

• According to ISRO, NavIC is India’s independent regional 
navigation satellite system designed to provide accurate 
Position, Velocity, and Timing (PVT) service to users in 
India and the region extending about 1,500 km beyond 
the Indian landmass, which is its primary service area.
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The Hindu-GS3(Defence)Page10 • The DRDO will showcase the "Pralay" missile, a short-
range quasi-ballistic missile, at the Republic Day parade.

• With a 400 km range, it's designed for conventional 
strikes by the Army and Air Force, complementing 
BrahMos and Parahar missiles. 

• Pralay has completed trials and is ready for induction. In 
2023, the Defence Acquisition Council approved the 
procurement of Pralay and Nirbhay missiles, enhancing 
India's long-range strike capabilities.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page 12
• NITI Aayog's Fiscal Health Index (FHI) 2025 report ranks 

states based on fiscal health for 2022-23. Odisha, 
Chhattisgarh, Goa, and Jharkhand are the top 
performers, excelling in fiscal health with Odisha leading 
with a score of 67.8. The report categorizes states into 
front-runners (Maharashtra, Uttar Pradesh, Telangana, 
Madhya Pradesh, Karnataka), performers (Tamil Nadu, 
Bihar, Rajasthan, Haryana), and aspirational (Kerala, West 
Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, Punjab).
Odisha tops the debt index and sustainability rankings, 
benefiting from high capital outlay, revenue surplus, and 
low fiscal deficits. On the other hand, states like Kerala 
and Punjab face challenges in expenditure quality, debt 
sustainability, and revenue mobilisation.

•
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PIB –GS1(History) • Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Bihar CM Nitish Kumar, 
and UP CM Yogi Adityanath paid tributes to Bharat Ratna
Karpoori Thakur on his birth anniversary. 

• Thakur, a freedom fighter and former Bihar CM, was 
honored posthumously in 2024. Known for his 
commitment to social justice, he served in various 
political roles, including two terms as Bihar's CM. He 
passed away in 1988.
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PIB-GS3(Defence)
Raksha Mantri Shri Rajnath Singh flagged off SANJAY - The 

Battlefield Surveillance System (BSS) on January 24, 2025, 
in New Delhi.
• SANJAY integrates inputs from ground and aerial sensors, 

creating a Common Surveillance Picture to enhance 
battlefield transparency.

• It improves monitoring, intrusion prevention, and 
situational assessment.

• It is equipped with advanced sensors and analytics, 
SANJAY supports both conventional and sub-
conventional operations and aids commanders in a 
Network Centric Environment.

• Development: Developed jointly by the Indian Army and 
Bharat Electronics Limited (BEL), SANJAY supports India's 
push for Aatmanirbharta and follows the Year of 
Technology Absorption.

• Induction: The system will be rolled out in three phases 
across operational Brigades, Divisions, and Corps from 
March to October 2025.
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