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The Hindu-GS2(Welfare Schemes)Page 1 • The Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme (MGNREGS), the Union government’s 
flagship scheme to provide guaranteed employment of 
100 days for rural workers, has not received an additional 
budgetary allocation in 2024-25 despite a deficit, 
resulting in delay in disbursal of wages to workers.

• The mandate of the MGNREGA is to provide at least 100 
days of guaranteed wage employment in a financial year 
to every rural household whose adult members 
volunteer to do unskilled manual work.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page8 • The role of the Governor as Chancellor of State 
universities, inherited from British colonial rule, has been 
a source of controversy in India. Originally designed to 
centralize control, it has often been politicized, especially 
after 1967 when Governors, often appointed for political 
loyalty, began asserting authority over universities. This 
has led to conflicts, delays in university appointments, 
and reduced autonomy. 

• Various commissions have recommended reforms, 
advocating for the Chancellor's role to be ceremonial and 
for university autonomy to be protected. 

• Some states have passed laws to replace the Governor 
with a State-appointed or university-elected Chancellor, 
but approval for these reforms from the President has 
often been delayed. Reforming the Chancellor system is 
seen as essential for ensuring accountability, reducing 
political interference, and promoting academic freedom.
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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page4 • About 154 species of birds were spotted during the third 
Sundarbans Bird Festival. Aimed at the promotion of 
avifauna, the estimation exercise was held fromJanuary
22 to January 26, during which birders recorded 51 
species of migratory birds and 103 species of resident 
birds.

• Sundarban is the largest deltaic region of the world and 
encompasses over hundreds of islands (105), with a 
maze of innumerable rivers, rivulets, and creeks. The 
name 'Sundarban' means "beautiful forest" and it is 
believed to be derived from a mangrove tree species 
'Sundari' (Heritiera fomes). The Indian Sundarban is the 
southernmost part of the estuarine delta formed by the 
River Ganges and Brahmaputra, bordering the Bay of 
Bengal.It is located little south of the Tropic of Cancer 
between the latitudes 21'51' and 22'31'N, and longitudes 
88'10' and 89'51'E,mainly in the coastal districts of West 
Bengal, i.e. South 24-Parganas and North 24-Parganas 
(Arbesi Block only)
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Indian Express-GS2(Governance)Page 6 • Vice President Jagdeep Dhankhar’s recent 
statement that party whips curtail an MP’s freedom of 
expression by enforcing a party line has sparked a 
debate.

• In parliamentary terms, a "whip" refers to both a written 
order directing party members to follow a specific action 
and the party official responsible for issuing such 
directions. The term originates from the British practice 
of "whipping in" lawmakers to align with the party line. A 
whip can instruct members to be present for important 
votes or vote in a particular manner. In India, each party 
appoints a chief whip to issue these directives, with 
additional whips assisting in the process.
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Indian Express-GS2(Health)Page 6 • The number of cases of Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS), a 
rare neurological disorder, crossed the 100 mark in 
Pune .

• Guillain-Barré Syndrome (GBS) is a rare condition where 
the immune system attacks the peripheral nervous 
system, causing muscle weakness, loss of sensation, and, 
in severe cases, paralysis, breathing difficulties, and 
problems with swallowing or speaking
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Indian Express-GS3(Environment)Page 12 The Jammu & Kashmir government launched the "Tree 
Aadhaar" mission to conserve chinar trees, which are 
declining in number. The initiative involves a census and 
unique identification for each tree, including geo-tagging 
and QR codes with details like age, height, health, and 
environmental threats. The project has tagged 28,560 chinar 
trees, with a total goal of 32,000-33,000 trees. Chinar trees 
are culturally significant and are the state tree of Jammu & 
Kashmir.
Do you know?
Chinar, also known as Oriental plane tree (plantus orientalis
var cashmeriana), is a maple-like tree with a huge canopy 
and is found in cool climate regions with sufficient water. 
The tree is a characteristic of the Eastern Himalayas.
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Indian Express-GS2(Health)Page 12 • A 24-year old woman was awarded the death 
sentence by a Thiruvananthapuram court which found 
her guilty of poisoning her boyfriend in 2022 with a 
chemical herbicide called paraquat.
Paraquat, also known as paraquat dichloride or methyl 
viologen, is one of the world’s most-used herbicides. A 
toxic chemical, paraquat is primarily used to control the 
growth of weeds and desiccate crops like cotton before 
harvest.

• The WHO classifies paraquat as Category 2 (moderately 
hazardous and moderately irritating) chemical. Its sale is 
banned in over 70 countries, including China and the 
European Union, due to its potent toxicity. However, it is 
widely used in the US and in India.
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Indian Express-GS1(Geography)Page 12 US President Donald Trump reiterated his controversial 
interest in acquiring Greenland, an autonomous territory 
under Danish control.
• Greenland, the world’s largest island, lying in the 

North Atlantic Ocean. Greenland (Kalaallit Nunaat) is 
noted for its vast tundra and immense glaciers.
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PIB –GS3(Environment) • PM congratulates Indore and Udaipur on joining the list 
of 31 Wetland Accredited Cities in the world

• The Wetland City Accreditation scheme, introduced by 
the Convention on Wetlands, encourages cities to 
conserve and sustainably manage urban wetlands. This 
scheme promotes public awareness, municipal planning, 
and the socio-economic benefits of preserving wetlands.
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