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The Hindu-GS2(IR)Page 1 • India and China have agreed to resume key bilateral 
activities, including direct flights, visas, the Mansarovar
pilgrimage, and dialogue on trans-border rivers and 
hydrological data sharing. 

• These measures follow a meeting between Foreign 
Secretary Vikram Misri and Chinese Vice Foreign Minister 
Sun Weidong, aimed at stabilizing ties after the 2020 
military tensions at the Line of Actual Control (LAC). 

• Both sides also addressed economic and trade issues, 
including restrictions on investments and exports.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page1 • Uttarakhand became the first Indian state to implement 
the Uniform Civil Code (UCC), which bans practices like 
halala and talaq, and ensures equal property and 
inheritance rights for women. The UCC mandates online 
registration for marriages, divorces, and live-in 
relationships through a government portal. It also allows 
will registration and integrates data from multiple 
departments. The portal offers Aadhaar-based 
verification, AI translation, and emergency services. 
Violations can lead to fines after warnings.

• The Uniform Civil Code aims to establish a uniform legal 
framework for all citizens, regardless of their religion. 
Article 44 in the DPSP, found in Part IV of the 
Constitution, states that “the State shall endeavour to 
secure for the citizens a uniform civil code throughout 
the territory of India”.
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Indian Express-GS2(Governance)Page8 • The government's lateral entry scheme, which hires 
external talent for bureaucratic roles, has faced 
opposition due to the lack of quotas.

• A legal challenge filed by Sanjiv Chaturvedi in 2020 
argues the scheme violates constitutional principles, as it 
bypasses recruitment processes outlined in Article 309.

• The Department of Personnel and Training (DoPT) 
defends it under Article 310's "doctrine of pleasure." The 
case, now delayed for years, remains pending with the 
Supreme Court. Key concerns include conflicts of interest 
and inadequate vetting of private sector candidates.
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Indian Express-GS2(IR)Page 16 • India and Indonesia signed agreements on maritime 
security, health, culture, and digital cooperation during a 
meeting between Prime Minister Modi and President 
Prabowo in New Delhi. 

• Their relationship, which began strong in the 1940s, 
faced setbacks in the 1960s due to differing views on 
China and Indonesia's alignment with Pakistan. 

• Ties improved in the 1990s with India’s 'Look East' policy 
and grew further with the 'Act East' policy. Bilateral trade 
has surged, with Indonesia becoming India’s second-
largest ASEAN trading partner. 

• Despite progress, experts believe there is still untapped 
potential, and the recent agreements aim to strengthen 
trade, security, and defense cooperation.
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Indian Express-GS1(Culture)Page 16 • The trailer for Chhava, a film about Chhatrapati Sambhaji
Maharaj, sparked controversy due to a scene featuring 
Vicky Kaushal (as Sambhaji) performing the Lezim dance 
with Rashmika Mandanna (as Yesubai). Critics, including 
Sambhaji’s descendant and Maharashtra Minister Uday
Samant, raised concerns over the portrayal. Director 
Laxman Utekar announced the scene would be removed, 
explaining that Lezim is a part of Maratha culture.

• Sambhaji Maharaj, son of Shivaji Maharaj, was a 
prominent Maratha ruler who fought against the Mughal 
Empire until his capture and execution.
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Indian Express-GS2(IR)Page 19 • The Paris AI Summit, scheduled for February 10-11, will 
focus on global AI governance, innovation, and public 
interest, as leaders aim to balance AI development with 
regulation.

• The summit builds on prior events, including the 2023 
Bletchley Park AI Safety Summit and the 2024 Seoul 
meeting. Discussions will address the concentration of AI 
power in a few companies, with a focus on regulatory 
approaches across regions. 

• The EU is proposing strict regulations, while the UK 
favors a lighter approach, and the US is leaning toward 
deregulation. China has also advanced its AI capabilities, 
despite efforts by the US to curb progress. India stresses 
ensuring AI's safety and trust while recognizing its 
potential.

.
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Air-GS1(History) • The Nation is remembering Lala Lajpat Rai on his 160th 
Birth Anniversary today.

• The legendary freedom fighter and flag bearer of the 
Swadeshi Movement was born on this day in 1865, at 
Dhudike in the then Faridkot district of the Punjab 
Province of British India. His father Munshi Radha
Krishna was a government school teacher and his mother 
was Gulab Devi. He played a pivotal role in India’s 
Freedom Struggle.

• Known as Punjab Kesari, Lala Lajpat Rai died of severe 
trauma injuries he sustained on his head during a baton 
charge by police in October 1928. The Police did the 
Lathi charge when Lalaji was leading a peaceful protest 
march against the all-British Simon Commission in 
Lahore.
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