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The Hindu-GS3(Science and Tech)Page 1 • ISRO marked its historic 100th launch with the successful 
liftoff of the GSLV-F15 carrying the NVS-02 satellite, part 
of India’s NavIC navigation system. The launch took place 
from the Satish Dhawan Space Centre and placed the 
satellite into a Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit. 

• The NavIC system provides accurate position, velocity, 
and timing services over India and surrounding regions.

• The NVS-02 satellite, part of a new generation of NavIC
satellites, enhances the system’s capabilities with 
advanced atomic clocks and increased service coverage. 
ISRO has now launched 548 satellites, including 433 
foreign ones, and continues to expand its space program.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page4 • The Supreme Court ordered a complete stop on the 
practice of manual scavenging and hazardous manual 
cleaning of sewers and septic tanks in top metros across 
the country.

• Manual scavenging is the practice of removing human 
excreta by hand from sewers or septic tanks. India 
banned the practice under the Prohibition of 
Employment as Manual Scavengers and their 
Rehabilitation Act, 2013 (PEMSR). The Act bans the use 
of any individual for manually cleaning, carrying, 
disposing of or otherwise handling in any manner, 
human excreta till its disposal.

• In 2013, the definition of manual scavengers was also 
broadened to include people employed to clean septic 
tanks, ditches, or railway tracks. The Act recognizes 
manual scavenging as a “dehumanizing practice,” and 
cites a need to “correct the historical injustice and 
indignity suffered by the manual scavengers.”
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page10 • The Supreme Court has directed the Centre to collect 
data on criminal cases registered against Muslim men 
under the 2019 law that penalizes triple talaq (instant 
divorce). 

• This law, which came into effect in 2018, makes triple 
talaq a non-bailable offense punishable by three years in 
prison. The court questioned the necessity of penalizing 
a practice that was already declared void by the Supreme 
Court in 2017.

• It asked for data on FIRs, particularly from rural areas. 
Solicitor-General Tushar Mehta defended the law as 
necessary to protect women from abandonment, while 
petitioners argued it was disproportionate and excessive. 
The next hearing is scheduled for March 2025.
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The Hindu-GS2(Governance)Page 12 • The Supreme Court directed the Union government to 
create a law to protect domestic workers, particularly 
after the abuse suffered by a tribal woman from 
Chhattisgarh. 

• The court highlighted the legal vacuum that leaves 
workers vulnerable to low wages, unsafe conditions, and 
exploitation. It ordered the formation of an inter-
ministerial committee to propose a legal framework, 
with a report due in six months. 

• The court also noted that states like Tamil Nadu, 
Maharashtra, and Kerala have already implemented 
protections. Despite past attempts, no central law has 
been enacted, leaving domestic workers—often from 
marginalized communities—particularly vulnerable in the 
face of growing demand due to urbanization.
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The Hindu-GS3(Economy)
• India has approved a ₹16,300 crore ($1.88 billion) plan to 

develop its critical minerals sector, as the world’s fastest-
growing major economy aspires to secure raw materials 
such as lithium.

• The government also said it expects additional 
investment of ₹18,000 crore from the public sector in 
critical minerals.

• The mission will intensify the exploration of critical 
minerals within the country and in its offshore areas... 
Additionally, the mission will offer financial incentives for 
critical mineral exploration

• The funding illustrates India’s efforts to reduce its 
reliance on imports of minerals such as lithium, key to 
energy transition technologies. India is still in the process 
of developing lithium processing technology, a sector 
predominantly led by China. India has contacted many 
countries, including Australia, Russia and the U.S. for 
technical help to develop lithium processing technology.
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Indian Express-GS3(Economy)Page 15 • The government has approved the Mutual Credit 
Guarantee Scheme for MSMEs (MCGS-MSME), which 
offers 60% credit guarantee coverage for loans up to Rs
100 crore to eligible MSMEs for purchasing machinery 
and equipment. Key details include:
MSMEs must have a valid Udyam Registration Number.

• Loans up to Rs 50 crore have an 8-year repayment period 
with up to 2 years of moratorium.

• A 5% initial deposit is required, and guarantee fees are 
based on the loan balance.

• The scheme is valid for four years or until Rs 7 lakh crore 
in guarantees are issued.
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