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The legal systems under
Which citizenship s acquired

What arethe two diferent principles which govern ciaenship aws n various countrics? What was e
systemin the LS How are Indias cizenship laws different?

Rangarajan, R

The story so far:
5. Drasident Donald Trunp
lsted an executive order
stating that 115, citizenship will
be granted in the future only to
children with parents holding (15,
citizenship ora US, green card,

Whatare the legal principles?
Ciizenship s defined asfull and equal
membership ofa country. Inthe words of
Hannah Arendt, cifizenship s the ‘rightto
have rights”, There are two important
legalsystems based on which citzenship
Isacquired n various counties. One of
(hem & us sol which means ‘ight of
soil Uncer this principle, a child's
clizenship is determined by his o her
place of birth imespective of the
citzenshin o their parents, Many North

ke Canada, Mesico, Brazl, Argenting
ete., follow this principle while granting
itzenship for chikdren born within their
cotniry. The other s fus sanguinis which
means right of blood Under this
principle, a child's citzenship s
dletermined by the citizenship of parents,
Many African, European and Asian
counries ke Egypt, South Afrca,
Germany, India etc,follow this principle,

What s the current lssue in the US.?
The U3 has practsed the grant of
¢itizznship based on the ‘us soli
principle, The Mth amendment o the
U, Constituion, adopted n 1868, staes
that all persans born or naturalsed n the
United States, and subject o the
risietion therecf, are ciizens of the
Uited States. The U5, Supreme Court n
1898 reafirmed that the Hih amendmen
extended toall children born inthe U,

The cument executive order issued by
Presicent Trump tifed ‘Protecting the
meaning and value of American
cltzenship' decrees that American
citzenship would be granied only (o
children with parents holding LS,
(Citizenship or a US. Green card. This
nder s to be implemented from
February 19, However, & federal court in
the State of Washington has temporarily
stayed the order stating thatt s ‘Dlatanty
unconstituional

What about citizenship in India?
(Cittzenship in India i governed by the
Ciizenship Act, 1985, T June 1987 Inda
[ollowed the ‘jus sl principle ranting
aiomatic cizenship to anyone bom in
Iia. Subsequently, the aw was
amended to introduce the fus sanguinis’
principle, Between July 197 and
December 2004, it was required that

Il was a ciizen of ndia for granting
citizenship, Since December 2004, the
requirement was further restricted
Wherein bath the parens had t be
citzens or one parent s a clizenand the
other ot an llegal immigrant, This was
primarily to restict citizenship to
childven born to flegal immigrants from
Bangladesh, The Cidzenship Amendment
Act, 2009 (CAA) provides aceeerated
citzenship to Hindus, Chrisians, Skls,
Jains, Buddhists, and Parsis from
neighbouring countries of Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Bangladesh who have
entered Indiy before December 31, 204,
Indiz s diferentisted on the basis of
relgion, by excluding Muslims, for grant
of accelerated ciizenship for the first time
hronugh CAA, 2019, Crifics angue that this
is against the basic structure of secularism
tnder the Indian Constitution. The
areument made by the government s that
itis only to grant accelerated citizenship
Lo religious minoritesof these three
nelghbouring counires who have
migrated o Endia owing to religious
persecution in these countries and hence
not discriminatory. The Supreme Court
will decide on the constitotional validity
o this . Meanwhile,he government
should enstre that implementation of ths
Law does not create undue hardships for
Muglim citizens.

Rangarajan, R s former 143 offcer
and author of ‘Polity Simolfed Views

THE GIST

¥

Inthe words of Hannah Arendt,
tiizenship s the rightto have
fghts'.

v

The .3, hias practised the
grantofcitizenehip based on
thejussoll principle. The 14th
amendment ta the U5,
Consttution, adopted in 1368,
states that “all persons bor or
naturalied inthe United
States, and subjectto the
Jurisiction thereaf, ae efizens
ofthe United States.

v

Between July 1987 znd
December 2004, twas required
that ither of the parents ofa
chile born i Incia was a cltizen
ofInfa forgranting
citizenship. Since December
2004, the requirement was
futher restrieted.
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U.S. President Trump's executive order limits U.S.
citizenship to children with parents who are U.S. citizens
or green card holders, moving away from the "jus soli"
principle. U.S. citizenship has traditionally been granted
based on birthplace (jus soli), but the order challenges
this. A federal court temporarily blocked the order,
calling it unconstitutional.

In India, the Citizenship Act, 1955, initially followed "jus
soli" but shifted to "jus sanguinis" from 1987, requiring
at least one parent to be an Indian citizen. The
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA), 2019, offers
accelerated citizenship to religious minorities from
neighboring countries but excludes Muslims, which
critics argue is discriminatory. The Supreme Court will
decide on the CAA's constitutional validity.
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India reviewing its
stance on crypto due
to global changes’

Reuters

India is reviewing its stance
on cryptocurrencies due to
shifting attitudes towards
the virtual asset in other
countries, a senior govern-
ment official said on Sun-
day. The review could
further delay the publica-
tion of a discussion paper
on cryptocurrencies that
was due for release in Sep-
tember 2024,

jurisdictions have changed
their stance towards cryp-
tocurrency in terms of the
usage, their acceptance,
where do they see the im-
portance of crypto assets.
In that stride, we are hav-
ing a look at the discussion
paper once again,” India’s
Economic Affairs Secretary
Ajay Seth said.

He said that because
such assets “don’t believe
in borders”. India’s stance

-

NEXT
1 AS]

India is re-evaluating its cryptocurrency stance due to
global shifts, which may delay a discussion paper
planned for September 2024.

Cryptocurrencies are digital assets stored on secure,
distributed ledgers, with transactions recorded in blocks
forming a blockchain.
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DRDO carries out 3
consecutive tests of
Very Short-Range

Air Defence system

The miniaturised Man Portable Air Defence Sy:,lcm is bclng
tested from Chandipur in Odisha, on Sunday. X@nen.

-
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* The Defence Research and Development Organisation
(DRDO) successfully conducted three flight trials of the
VSHORADS,

It is a fourth-generation, miniaturized Man Portable
Air Defence System (MANPAD), developed
indigenously by DRDO’s Research Centre Imarat
(RCI) in collaboration with other DRDO labs and
Indian industry partners.
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PM NARENDRA MODI IS SCHEDULED TO VISIT THE US LATER THIS MONTH

India averts first of Trump’s tariff volleys;
China, Mexico & Canada take initial hit

RAVIDUTTAMISHRA
NEW DELHL FEBRUARY2
WITH A 25 per cent tariff on
Canada and Mexico, and 10 per
cent on China effective from
Tuesday, US President Donald
Trumgp has kicked offhis promise
of protectionist trade policies,
triggering a fresh trade war with
America's top three trade part-
ners that are also the largest con-
tributors toits nearly $1 trllion
trade deficit.

Despite repeatedly criticsing
India's taniff structure, Trump's
first executive order on February
1 to impose trade tariffs did not
mention India, signalling that bi-
lateral trade negotiations may be
on the cards later this month
when Prime Minister Narendra
Modi isscheduled to visit the LIS,

International trade experts
said that India has already begun
lowering tariffs to favour US ex-
portsin abid toavoid Trump's tar-
iffs. Duties onitems primarily ex-
ported by the US, such as

motorcycles with an engine ca-
pacity below 1600cc, ground in-

stallations for satellites, and syn-

US President Donald Trumgp.

in his first term. *US tariffs on
China will have a wide impact.
Major partsand component sup-
pliers toChina in South Korea and
Japan will also be affected. But
Indiais at an advantage at the mo-
ment, as those countries facing
duties will become Jess compet-
itive in the US market," said Ajay
Sahai, director general of the
Federation of Indian Export
Organisations (FIEO)

as AmericaisIndia's largest trade
partner and foremost export
market. On Sunday, Canada's
Prime Minister justin Trudeau an-
nounced 25 per cent retaliatory
tariffs on Amencan goods suchas
beer, wine, household appliances,

and sporting goods. Responding
to Trump's tariffs, China stated

that its position is firm and con-
sistent, and that the unilateral tar-
iff hikes severely violate WTO

Messaging from the
Union Budget

Former trade officer and
head of the think tank GTRI, Ajay
Srivastava, said that the Union
Budget has introduced signifi-
cant tariff reductions on mult-
ple products, many of which
benefit American exports.
Among the key taniff reductions,
India lowered the duty on fish
hydrolysate for the manufacture
of aquatic feed from 15 per cent
to 5 percent, amove that directly
impacts US exports worth $35
million. Another notable tariff
cut affects Ethernet switches,
where duties have beenreduced
from 20 per cent to 10 per cent,
Srivastava said.

“For the automaobile sector,
India has reduced tariffs on mo-
torcycles based on engine capac-
ity. For motorcycles with an en-
gine capaaity below 1,600cc, the
tariff has been cut from 50 per
centto40 percent, while for mo-
torcycles above 1,600cc, the tas-
iff has been slashed from 50 per
cent to 30 per cent. US motorcy-
cle exports to India stood at §3
millionin FY24, and this tanff cut

According to the Research
and Information System (RIS),
China is the largest contributor
to the US trade deficit with an
overall share of 30 per cent.
Mexaco and Canada hold the sec-
ond and third positions with
sharesof 19 percent and 14.5 per
cent, respectively. [n2023, China
had a trade surplus of $317 bil-
lion with the US, while Mexico
and Canada had surpluses of

200 billion and $153 billion, re-
spectively.

India contributes only 3.2 per
cent to America’s overall trade
deficit and is the ninth-highest
contributer, As such, India may
be on the topof Trump's taniff hit
list, but trade policy researchers
suggest that India could be vul-
nerable incertain finished goods
product categories, particularly
pharmaceutical exports.

The pharmaceutical sector,
followed by the gems and jew-
ellery sector, are the largest trade
segments where India enjoys a
sgnificant trade surplus. Pharma
products comprised the largest
share of 21.9 per cent of the §20
billion worth of final consumer
goods that India exported to the

-
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President Trump imposes tariffs on Canada, Mexico, and
China, sparking a trade war. India's exclusion from these
tariffs signals potential trade talks with the US. India
reduces tariffs to favor US exports, and benefits from
Chinese tariffs, increasing its competitiveness.

Canada and Mexico retaliate with their own tariffs.
India's Union Budget introduces reductions on key US
exports, while India remains a minor contributor to the
US trade deficit.

India's pharmaceutical and jewelry sectors may face
challenges from future US trade restrictions.



-

HEADLINES OF THE DAY p ! nNEXT
! 1(AlS

Indian Express-GS1(Places) ! Rwandan-backed M23 rebels in the DRC are advancing
|
THE ESCALATING CONFLICT INCONGO, - towards Bukavu after capturing Goma, escalating a long-
WEIYITSNEIEHBU URSAREINVOLVED i running conflict over power and resources that has caused

ing b adhance south towards Bulavw, the
capital of South Kivu province toexpand X
their area of controd in the country after
capturing the city of Goma. The latest
fighting is part of a major escalation of a
decades-old conflict over poser, identity,

I widespread casualties and displacement.
_ * The Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) is the second-
S et e o N— | _ ) : ;
than cne milion since s gD, M3 el e ot ; largest country in Africa, located in Central Africa,

What is happening?
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oE et i province o bnsary 27 gf,;:“.;ﬁ:.g:mmﬂ;“:‘f | covering an area roughly the size of Western Europe.

o pew termiory by M3 ! With over 80 million people, it is Africa’s fourth most-
e n*;h:* ! populated country.

boulhKn—J batt I| wthe  arin
oduction tax, a000r

e ources Tud The  the UN Coltn e nthe peoducion . * The capital is Kinshasa, one of Africa's largest urban
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s 5 ! Angola, Burundi, Central African Republic, Republic of
‘ 0ngy .
¢ CO Uganda 7 ; the Congo, Rwanda, Sudan, Tanzania, Uganda, and
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\ 9 DRC ; Zambia. It is rich in natural resources, including copper,
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Minsty of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

d”

World Wetlanas Day 2025, themed ‘Protecting Wetlands for our Common Future,
celebrated at Parvati Arga Ramsar Site, In Gonda, Uttar Pradesh

The celebration of World Wetlands Day here will give Parvati Arga an intenational recognition: UP CM
Yogi Adityanath

Anew nature-cuture tourism corridor will be developed befween Ayodhya and Devi Patan: MoS
(MoEFCC) Shri Kirt Vardhan Singh

Posted On: 02 FEB 2025 6:40PM by PIE Dehi
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World Wetlands Day, celebrated on February 2nd, marks
the Ramsar Convention's signing in 1971.

India, a member since 1982, now has 89 Ramsar sites
after adding four: Udhwa Lake (Jharkhand),
Theerthangal, Sakkarakottai (Tamil Nadu), and
Khecheopalri (Sikkim). Tamil Nadu leads with 20 Ramsar
sites.
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* Union Budget 2025-26 highlights:

Fiscal Overview: Total receipts of 34.96 lakh crore,
expenditure of X50.65 lakh crore, fiscal deficit of 4.4% of
GDP, and capex of X11.21 lakh crore.

e Agriculture: Programs for agri-districts, pulses, seeds,
fisheries, cotton, and rural prosperity.

« MSMEs & Startups: Enhanced classification limits, new
credit cards, 10,000 crore Fund for Startups, and
schemes for women and SC/ST entrepreneurs.

* Education & Health: 50,000 Atal Tinkering Labs, 10,000
new medical seats, and cancer centers in district
hospitals.

* Infrastructure & Economy: X1.5 lakh crore for state
capital expenditure, X10 lakh crore asset monetization,
and infrastructure initiatives like UDAN and maritime
funds.

* Investment & Innovation: 20,000 crore for R&D, Gene
Bank, and tech initiatives; new export promotion mission
and simplified regulations.

* Tax Reforms: Increased income tax exemption to %12
lakh,

PIB-GS3(Economy)
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