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India is set to achieve 20% ethanol blending in petrol
ahead of the 2025-26 target, requiring 1,100 crore litres
of ethanol.

This will be sourced from sugar, molasses, FCl rice,
broken rice, and maize. India’s ethanol distillery capacity
has increased to 1,600 crore litres, with significant
contributions from sugar (400 crore litres) and maize
(350-400 crore litres).

Maize production has grown as farmers shift to maize
cultivation due to the lucrative ethanol market. Ethanol
blending has led to foreign exchange savings of 6,000
crore, contributing to India's energy self-reliance.
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Remote tribal village in A.P.
gets electricity for first time

Harish Gilai
ANAKAPALLI

Tribal families at Neela-
bandha, a hilltop hamlet in
Arla panchayat of Andhra
Pradesh’s Anakapalli dis-
trict, broke into celebra-
tions after receiving elec-
tricity for the first time
since Independence. Four
households, comprising
around 20 persons, were
so happy that they per-
formed ‘Dhimsa’, a popu-
lar tribal dance.

Following State govern-
ment directions, the Ana-
kapalli district administra-
tion has been identifying
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Lighting up lives: Tribal families jubilant after getting electricity

connection for the first time at Neelabandha in Anakapalli district.

to know about lack of elec-
tricity in the tribal village,
directed authorities from
the Eastern Power Distri-

cle, G. Prasad, said they
provided electricity to the
interior hamlet for free.

He said providing elec-

Tribal families in Neelabandha, Andhra Pradesh,
celebrated receiving electricity for the first time since
Independence. Four households, about 20 people,
marked the occasion by performing the traditional
'Dhimsa' dance.

Dimsa is a traditional dance of Andhra Pradesh tribes,
symbolizing unity and cultural heritage. It reflects themes
from mythology, folklore, and daily life. Accompanied by
instruments like dappu, tudumu, and mori, it is popular
during festivals, marriages, and religious events. The
dance also helps in resolving conflicts.
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The newly discovered asteroid 2024 YR4 has a 1% chance
of hitting Earth in 2032.

It was found in December 2023 and is about 40-100
meters wide. If it crashes, it could cause localized
damage, releasing 8-10 megatons of energy.

Most asteroids that enter Earth’s atmosphere are small,
but larger ones can cause significant damage. Space
agencies like NASA are developing planetary defense
methods, such as the DART mission, which successfully
redirected an asteroid’s path in 2022.

Asteroids are small, rocky objects that orbit the sun,
mainly found in the asteroid belt between Mars and
Jupiter.
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Trump, Musk & USAID

Established in 1961, USAID has played a central role in spreading American influence abroad.
But the agency is now a victm of the Trump administration’s bid to rehaul the federal government

ARJUN SENGUPTA

NEW DELHI, FEBRUARY 3

THEUNITED States Agency of International
Development (USAID) over the weekend
emerged as the latest casualty in the Trump
administration's bid to rehaul the federal
government.

Aweek after President Donald Trump or-
dered a 90-day pause on foreign aid, his ad-
ministration removed two top USAID security
officials after they refused to grant represen-
tatives of Elon Musk's Department of
Government Efficiency (DOGE) access to re-
stricted spaces at the agency. Musk has since
repeatedly called for USAID's “death”, refer-
ringtoit & a "criminal organisation”,

As of Monday evening (IST), the USAID
website remains inaccessible.

Why have Trump, Musk targeted USAID?

Trumpand Musk have targeted USAID for
the same reasons as they have gone after
multiple other departments and agencies in
the federal govemment: to reducespending
and eliminate the perceived bloat withinthe
LS federal government.

Donald Trump (right) and Elon Musk are looking to cut US government spending. 47

WHERE DO THE BILLIONS MANAGED BY USAID GO?
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more specifically, the United States' fear of ¢
communist takeover of Latin America fol-
lowing the Cuban Revolution of 1959. Ir
1961, President john FKennedy launched the
*Alliance for Progress”, a multi-billion dollal
program to boost democracy and economic
development in South and Central Americ:
with educational initiatives, housing and in-
frastructure projects, among other things.

“|The program| was an attempt...to fight
communist tendencies in Latin Amenica..
with USAID responsible for coordinating the
activities of the different organisations in-
volved,” Unger wrote.

The agency was established via an exec
utive order by President Kennedy after the
US Congress in 1961 passed the Foreigr
Assistance Act which mandated the creatior
of asingle agency to administer foreign aid,

| Whatrole does USAID playin India?

The UShas provided developmentand hu-
manitarian assistance to India since 1951
when President Harry Truman signed the
India Emergency Food Assistance Act, accord:
ingtoan archived page on the USAID website

“USAID's program has evolved progres:
sively over the decades from emergency pro-
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USAID, the U.S. agency for international aid, is targeted
by Trump and Musk to cut government spending.

The agency provides billions in aid for poverty,
healthcare, and education globally. Although it has a long
history in U.S. foreign policy, its influence in India has
declined due to the rejection of aid with conditions.
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Guru-Shishya Parampara Scheme

Posted On: 03 FEB 2025 4:16PM by PIB Defi

The Ministry of Culture’s ‘Guru-Shishya Parampara
(Repertory Grant)’ scheme provides financial assistance
to cultural organizations training artists in music, dance,
theatre, and folk arts.

Organizations must submit annual applications for both
renewal and new selections, which are reviewed by an
Expert Committee.

The scheme supports artists aged 3 and above and
encourages new organizations to promote traditional
performing arts and nurture emerging talent.
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Minkty of Envionment, ForetandClmte Change

ntemational Big Cat Alliance (1BCA) ol comes ifo force as a fullfedged
Treaty based Iner-govemmental Infemational Organizaton

Posted On: (3 FEB 2025 7:14PM by P1B Deli
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* The International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) officially became

a full-fledged international organization on January 23,
2025, after five countries (Nicaragua, Eswatini, India,
Somalia, and Liberia) ratified its Framework Agreement.
Launched by India in April 2023, IBCA aims to conserve
seven big cat species globally, including Tigers, Lions,
Leopards, Snow Leopards, Cheetahs, Jaguars, and Pumas.
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India-Maldives Joint Military Exercise ‘Ekuverin’ Begins

The 13th edition of joint military exercise ‘Ekuverin’
between the Indian Army and the Maldives National
Defence Force has commenced in the archipelago nation.
The military exercise commenced yesterday is a bilateral
annual exercise conducted alternatively in India and
Maldives. In 2023, it was conducted at Chaubatia in
Uttarakhand from June 11 to 24. Ekuverin meaning ‘Friends’
in Dhivehi language.



