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The Hindu-GS3(Environment)Page 8 • India is set to achieve 20% ethanol blending in petrol 
ahead of the 2025-26 target, requiring 1,100 crore litres
of ethanol. 

• This will be sourced from sugar, molasses, FCI rice, 
broken rice, and maize. India’s ethanol distillery capacity 
has increased to 1,600 crore litres, with significant 
contributions from sugar (400 crore litres) and maize 
(350-400 crore litres). 

• Maize production has grown as farmers shift to maize 
cultivation due to the lucrative ethanol market. Ethanol 
blending has led to foreign exchange savings of ₹6,000 
crore, contributing to India's energy self-reliance.
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The Hindu-GS1(Culture)
• Tribal families in Neelabandha, Andhra Pradesh, 

celebrated receiving electricity for the first time since 
Independence. Four households, about 20 people, 
marked the occasion by performing the traditional 
'Dhimsa' dance.

• Dimsa is a traditional dance of Andhra Pradesh tribes, 
symbolizing unity and cultural heritage. It reflects themes 
from mythology, folklore, and daily life. Accompanied by 
instruments like dappu, tudumu, and mori, it is popular 
during festivals, marriages, and religious events. The 
dance also helps in resolving conflicts.

.
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Indian Express-GS3(Space )Page17 • The newly discovered asteroid 2024 YR4 has a 1% chance 
of hitting Earth in 2032. 

• It was found in December 2023 and is about 40-100 
meters wide. If it crashes, it could cause localized 
damage, releasing 8-10 megatons of energy. 

• Most asteroids that enter Earth’s atmosphere are small, 
but larger ones can cause significant damage. Space 
agencies like NASA are developing planetary defense 
methods, such as the DART mission, which successfully 
redirected an asteroid’s path in 2022.

• Asteroids are small, rocky objects that orbit the sun, 
mainly found in the asteroid belt between Mars and 
Jupiter.
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Indian Express-GS2(IR)Page17
• USAID, the U.S. agency for international aid, is targeted 

by Trump and Musk to cut government spending.
• The agency provides billions in aid for poverty, 

healthcare, and education globally. Although it has a long 
history in U.S. foreign policy, its influence in India has 
declined due to the rejection of aid with conditions.
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PIB-GS2(Governance)
• The Ministry of Culture’s ‘Guru-Shishya Parampara

(Repertory Grant)’ scheme provides financial assistance 
to cultural organizations training artists in music, dance, 
theatre, and folk arts. 

• Organizations must submit annual applications for both 
renewal and new selections, which are reviewed by an 
Expert Committee. 

• The scheme supports artists aged 3 and above and 
encourages new organizations to promote traditional 
performing arts and nurture emerging talent.
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PIB-GS3(Environment)
• The International Big Cat Alliance (IBCA) officially became 

a full-fledged international organization on January 23, 
2025, after five countries (Nicaragua, Eswatini, India, 
Somalia, and Liberia) ratified its Framework Agreement.

• Launched by India in April 2023, IBCA aims to conserve 
seven big cat species globally, including Tigers, Lions, 
Leopards, Snow Leopards, Cheetahs, Jaguars, and Pumas.

HEADLINES OF THE DAY



Air-GS3(Defence)
The 13th edition of joint military exercise ‘Ekuverin’ 
between the Indian Army and the Maldives National 
Defence Force has commenced in the archipelago nation. 
The military exercise commenced yesterday is a bilateral 
annual exercise conducted alternatively in India and 
Maldives. In 2023, it was conducted at Chaubatia in 
Uttarakhand from June 11 to 24. Ekuverin meaning ‘Friends’ 
in Dhivehi language.
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